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Report  for  1984  Edited  by  John  E.  Dale 

The  rather  late  publication  date  of  this  report  is  much  regretted  by  the  Committee,  and 
whilst  apologising  for  that  fact  it  has  to  be  emphasised  that  several  local  society  reports  did 
not  reach  the  appropriate  vice-county  recorder  until  well  into  the  spring  of  1986,  and 
consequently  full  information  was  not  available  to  the  editor  until  August.  The  prepared 
manuscript  reached  the  printer  during  October.  Despite  the  delays  complete  records  were 
not  available  from  the  Sheffield  area. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  above  situation  has  arisen  as  this  follows  the  relatively  early 
publication  of  the  1983  Report  in  May  1985,  that  was  an  outcome  of  more  successful 
co-operation  on  all  sides. 

As  editor  I take  this  opportunity  of  pointing  out  that  it  is  perfectly  possible  for 
vice-county  recorders  to  work  from  a copy  of  the  draft  of  a local  society  report  rather  than 
await  publication  which  in  some  cases  could  save  several  months. 

In  1984  276  species  were  reliably  recorded  within  the  county  of  which  139  were  proved 
to  have  bred.  Notable  successes  amongst  the  less  common  breeding  species  included 
Black-necked  Grebe,  Ruddy  Duck,  Goshawk,  Quail  and  Raven,  whilst  Peregrine  have 
had  some  success  despite  persecution,  and  a small  Merlin  population  still  survives.  Other 
species  that  may  have  bred,  but  for  which  full  proof  was  not  received  were  Garganey,  Hen 
Harrier,  Ruff,  Black-tailed  Godwit,  Common  Gull  and  Stonechat. 

The  delightful  discovery  of  first  a male  and  then  a pair  of  Little  Bitterns  at  Potteric  Carr 
Nature  Reserve  in  June,  and  the  subsequent  successful  breeding  of  these  birds  was  not 
only  a first  for  Yorkshire,  but  also  the  first  confirmed  breeding  record  for  the  British  Isles. 
The  finders  and  their  colleagues,  and  those  who  assisted  in  the  protection  of  the  site  are  to 
be  congratulated  and  commended  for  their  efforts. 

The  recorders  annually  experience  difficulty  in  collecting  information  for  the  use  of  the 
Rare  Breeding  Birds  Panel  apparently  because  of  reluctance  on  the  part  of  observers  to 
disclose  the  whereabouts  of  rare  breeding  species.  We  can  only  assure  those  concerned 
that  records  will  be  treated  with  utmost  confidence,  and  if  necessary  the  observer  need  not 
disclose  the  precise  locality  of  the  breeding  site.  Records  may  be  submitted  to  the 
appropriate  vice-county  recorder,  or  to  the  report  editor,  or  direct  to  the  Panel  only  if  the 
observer  so  wishes.  The  latest  system  adopted  by  the  Panel  for  describing  geographic 
location  can  be  as  imprecise  as  ‘England  North’  in  their  publication  in  British  Birds  where 
a species  is  at  serious  risk  or  exceptionally  rare.  We  encourage  you  to  submit  your  records. 
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After  a week  of  strong  westerlies  in  early  January  with  temperatures  mainly  above 
freezing,  followed  by  a short  calm  frosty  period,  a vigorous  depression  crossed  the 
Atlantic  in  two  days  from  13th  bringing  gale  force  westerlies  and  a lowering  of 
temperatures,  with  snow  coming  in  from  the  north  on  15th,  and  generally  remaining  to 
27th.  During  mid  month  on  15th  and  22nd  in  particular  very  considerable  southerly 
movements  took  place  which  proved  to  be  general  throughout  north  and  central  England. 
Large  numbers  of  Skylarks,  Fieldfares  and  Redwings  were  involved  on  both  dates,  and  of 
Lapwings  on  22nd,  and  rather  smaller  but  significant  numbers  of  Meadow  Pipits.  A larger 
number  than  usual  of  White-fronted  Geese  were  in  the  county  in  late  January  remaining 
into  February,  and  exceptional  numbers  of  Red-throated  Divers  were  off  the  coast  at  the 
end  of  the  severe  spell. 

An  influx  of  Iceland  Gulls  commenced  in  mid  January,  and  more  birds  were  located 
during  February  when  numbers  in  the  British  Isles  generally  were  exceptional,  although 
Glaucous  Gulls,  though  frequent,  were  unexceptional. 

The  month  of  February  although  unsettled,  and  having  several  days  of  frost  and  fog, 
and  a little  snow  cover,  was  not  severe.  March  commenced  cold,  with  light  winds  from  the 
north  until  about  mid  month,  when  cold  easterlies  from  the  Continent  dominated  for  a few 
days  to  19th  preventing  the  movement  of  migrants.  A short  spell  of  warmer  air  over 
southern  England  to  24th  produced  a few  visitors  including  Avocets  which  appeared  in 
several  other  counties,  and  early  Wheatears,  Ring  Ouzels  and  Little  Ringed  Plovers.  A 
Red-breasted  Goose  from  4th  to  20th  was  the  only  real  rarity  during  March. 

Anticyclonic  weather  dominated  the  first  half  of  April,  and  cool  northerlies  did  not 
encourage  movement.  A spell  of  warmer  westerlies  was  followed  by  anticyclones  moving 
north-east  across  the  country  eventually  pulling  warmer  air  from  the  south  about  20th  and 
21st.  A scattering  of  migrants  that  arrived  in  the  early  weeks  were  reinforced  by  a genuine 
influx  that  compressed  the  regular  ‘early’  migrants  and  quantities  of  normally  ‘late’ 
migrants  into  the  last  week  of  April.  A few  early  Dotterels  were  followed  by  the  largest 
passage  for  many  years  from  22nd  April  for  the  next  four  weeks,  and  also  rather  unusual 
were  good  numbers  of  Bar-tailed  Godwits  at  Spurn,  and  an  extended  movement  of  Jays 
over  the  same  site  which  peaked  during  May. 

A few  overshooting  migrants  in  early  May  included  a Rock  Thrush  on  3rd,  a Little 
Egret  on  4th,  whilst  a small  influx  of  Red-backed  Shrikes  from  21st  coincided  with  the 
presence  of  two  Great  Reed  Warblers  on  19th,  and  a Savi’s  Warbler  on  23rd.  Birds  that 
were  going  further  east  included  a Great  Snipe  on  6th,  the  first  of  three  Broad-billed 
Sandpipers  on  18th,  three  Thrush  Nightingales  from  23rd,  and  a Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  on 
28th. 

A few  wanderers  appeared  as  usual  during  June,  but  nothing  really  exceptional.  This  is 
an  opportunity  to  look  briefly  at  the  breeding  situation  of  the  species  for  which  our  records 
have  indicated  significant  changes.  Increases  were  evident  for  Shelduck,  Goosander, 
Little  Tern,  Kingfisher,  Grey  Wagtail  and  Pied  Flycatcher,  whilst  six  other  species  for 
which  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  Common  Birds  Census  showed  an  increase,  also 
showed  an  increase  in  the  county  and  these  were  Sparrowhawk,  Red-legged  Partridge, 
Nuthatch,  Wren,  Lesser  Whitethroat  and  Garden  Warbler.  Moorland  breeding  waders 
were  in  difficulty  particularly  in  the  south  of  the  eounty  due  to  dry  conditions,  and 
prolonged  moorland  fires.  Declines  which  were  in  line  with  Common  Birds  Census  results 
were  noted  for  Swallow,  Sand  Martin,  Sedge  Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Long-tailed  Tit  and 
Redpoll.  Of  a more  local  nature  were  fewer  breeding  records  of  Oystercatcher,  Redstart, 
Grasshopper  Warbler,  Willow  Tit,  Bearded  Tit  and  Crossbill,  and  in  certain  areas. 
Kestrel. 

Exceptional  numbers  of  Manx  Shearwaters  were  noted  from  the  regular  coastal 
watch-points  from  late  July  to  early  September,  whilst  the  numbers  of  Sooty  Shearwaters 
peaked  in  September  from  4th  to  10th,  during  which  period  the  maximum  numbers  of 
Arctic,  Great  and  Pomarine  Skuas  moved  along  the  coast  during  a few  days  influenced  by 
north  and  north-east  winds. 

The  autumn  was  not  outstanding  for  scarce  migrants  but  of  note  were  two  pipits,  first  an 
Olive-backed  at  Flamborough  on  26th  September,  and  a Richard’s  inland  in  Sheffield  on 
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5th  October.  The  east  of  the  country  received  good  numbers  of  Yellow-browed  Warblers 
from  mid  September  to  mid  October,  and  Yorkshire  had  up  to  fifty  individuals,  mainly  at 
Flamborough  and  Spurn. 

The  first  week  of  November  saw  exceptional  movements  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  some 
gull  species  and  massive  arrivals  of  some  winter  visitors,  particularly  thrushes.  The  1st  was 
mild  with  light  south-westerly  winds,  but  a small  vigorous  area  of  low  pressure  moved 
north-east  from  southern  England  in  the  next  few  days  giving  northerly  winds  on  4th  and 
5th.  Stormy  squally  showers  along  the  coast,  and  very  heavy  rain  at  inland  sites 
particularly  from  2nd  to  4th  grounded  many  migrant  thrushes.  Wildfowl  on  the  move 
south  along  the  coast,  west  up  the  Humber,  and  arriving  at  many  inland  sites,  included 
Bewick’s  Swan,  Brent  Goose,  Shelduck,  Wigeon,  Teal,  Pintail,  Pochard,  Tufted  Duck, 
Scaup,  Eider,  Common  Scoter,  Velvet  Scoter,  Goldeneye  and  Red-breasted  Merganser, 
and  waders  moving  at  the  same  time  included  large  numbers  of  Dunlin,  good  counts  of 
Lapwing  and  Knot,  and  also  some  Grey  Plover,  Bar-tailed  Godwit  and  Curlew.  A total  of 
313  Little  Gulls  at  four  coastal  sites  on  4th,  and  3,500  Kittiwakes  passed  Spurn  on  4th,  and 
371  were  at  inland  localities  on  3rd  and  4th.  On  5th  large  numbers  of  Little  Auks  were 
pushed  against  the  coastline  mostly  flying  north,  and  on  6th  an  incredible  4,010  passed 
Flamborough  Head,  and  on  the  days  up  to  10th  ten  were  found  inland.  Nearly  27,000 
thrushes  of  four  species  were  at  Flamborough  Head,  mostly  grounded  in  the  wet 
conditions  on  3rd,  and  Hornsea,  Filey  and  Spurn  had  high  counts  on  3rd  and  4th,  with 
quantities  of  Starlings  particularly  at  Filey  where  13  Short-eared  Owl  came  in  off  the  sea 
on  3rd. 

Events  later  in  the  year  were  much  less  spectacular  although  12  Avocets  were  at  Spurn 
on  16th  November,  and  a Little  Bunting  arrived  there  on  the  following  day.  A Laughing 
Gull  first  located  in  Hull  on  9th  November  stayed  on  into  1985,  as^did  a White  Stork  in 
Airedale  which  had  been  present  since  the  spring  months. 

An  exciting  find  on  the  shore  at  Barmston  on  16th  December  was  a Capped  Petrel, 
which  had  probably  been  dead  about  three  weeks,  a new  species  for  the  County  and  the 
second  for  Britain. 

In  researching  past  records  of  species  that  are  considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee  I located  a number  of  records  not  previously  published  by  the  YNU,  and  these 
are  included  in  the  classified  list. 

A Red-necked  Stint,  watched  for  several  days  in  September  1973  at  Brough  Haven,  has 
been  reconsidered  and  accepted  for  publication,  a new  species  for  the  County,  and  is  at 
present  being  considered  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

The  Reports  Committee  thanks  the  local  recorders  and  many  observers  throughout  the 
County  who  have  submitted  their  records  to  the  YNU,  and  I also  thank  my  colleagues  on 
the  Committee  for  their  continuing  support. 


John  E.  Dale,  January  1987 


Classified  List 
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All  the  rare  and  unusual  species  in  this  report  have  been  considered  by  the  Reports 
Committee  and  found  acceptable  on  the  written  evidence  supplied  by  the  observers,  and 
have  also  been  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  where  applicable  unless 
otherwise  stated.  The  sequence  and  nomenclature  used  is  that  of  Voous  K.  H.,  List  of 
Recent  Holarctic  Bird  Species  (1973  and  1977).  B.O.U.  1977. 

The  committee  is  grateful  to  N.  A.  Bell,  S.  Brocklehurst,  J.  M.  Finder  and  J.  P.  F. 
Owens  for  their  drawings. 


Red-throated  Diver  Gavia  stellata 

Occurred  off  shore  in  every  month,  but  scarcer  than  usual  particularly  at  the  year  end. 

The  few  high  counts  included  87  between  Atwick  and  Skipsea  on  11th,  and  97  passed 
Flamborough  on  19th  February;  114  north  off  Hornsea  on  8th  March,  whilst  114  divers 
south  and  62  north  at  Filey  on  28th  January  were  mainly  of  this  species.  Few  off  Spurn, 
with  a low  maximum  of  30  on  20th  February. 

Low  autumn  maxima  of  14  south  off  Scarborough  on  15th  September,  and  36  off  Spurn 
on  16th  October. 

Inland,  one  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  29th  January;  one  over  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  27th 
February,  and  one  found  dead  there  on  12th  March.  Singles  flying  west  at  Sunk  Island  on 
26th  August  and  29th  September. 

Five  east  at  Saltend,  Hull  on  1st  and  one  on  18th  December. 

An  unidentified  diver  flew  west  over  Upper  Gorple  Res.  on  14th  October. 

Black-throated  Diver  Gavia  arctica 

Fewer  than  in  the  last  three  years. 

Singles  at  Robin  Hood’s  Bay  and  Ravenscar  on  7th  and  21st  January  (TME,  KW),  and 
at  Spurn  on  7th  and  8th  January.  Frequent  off  Barmston  and  Fraisthorpe  up  to  March, 
with  six  on  29th  January  (SLJ),  five  on  4th  and  three  on  11th  March  (PH).  One  to  two  off 
Flamborough  and  Hornsea  on  many  days,  with  respective  maxima  of  five  on  5th  February, 
and  eight  north  on  7th  March  (GRB). 

Singles  north  at  Spurn  on  three  days  in  May,  and  at  Flamborough  on  three  days  in  June, 
with  two  on  11th. 

One  to  two  on  11  days  at  Spurn  from  30th  August;  at  Hornsea  on  a few  November  days, 
with  one  dead  there  on  4th  December  (PMS);  singles  at  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  11th 
November  and  16th  December,  and  one  at  North  Bay,  Scarborough  from  18th  November 
into  December  (MF  et  al). 

Four  at  Flamborough  on  23rd  September  and  4th  November,  and  nine  on  2nd 
December,  with  smaller  numbers  on  other  dates  (AMA,  JCL,  PAL  et  al). 

Singles  inland,  at  Hay-a-Park  on  17th  December  (AMW,  AFGW),  and  at  Whinney  Gill 
Res.  near  Skipton  from  26th  to  31st  December  (GH  et  al). 

Great  Northern  Diver  Gavia  immer 

Quite  scarce  in  the  early  months,  with  singles  in  January  at  Flamborough  on  7th  (PAL, 
JMP)  and  Ravenscar  on  21st  (TME,  KW).  In  March  singles  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  (JCL), 
and  at  Filey  on  4th  (HJW),  18th  (PJD)  and  30th  (SC).  Two  north  at  Hornsea  on  7th  March 
(GRB). 

The  higher  autumn  numbers  were  more  typical  commencing  in  September  with  singles 
at  Hornsea  on  22nd,  23rd  and  26th  (GRB);  at  Flamborough  on  23rd;  at  Scarborough 
(RHA)  and  Filey  on  26th  (PJD,  MF);  at  Atwick  on  28th  (WFC),  and  at  Spurn  on  22nd, 
where  two  flew  south  on  30th.  During  the  last  two  weeks  of  October  singles  at  Spurn  and 
Flamborough  on  four  days;  at  Hornsea  on  three  days;  at  Scarborough  on  two  days,  and  at 
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Filey  on  one  day.  One  in  the  Filey  area  during  most  of  November.  Two  at  Flamborough 
on  3rd  and  7th,  and  three  on  9th  November  (PAL),  and  singles  at  Burniston  on  11th  and 
18th.  Fewer  in  December  with  singles  at  Hornsea  on  8th,  and  Burniston  on  16th  (MF), 
and  at  Flamborough  on  four  dates. 

One  that  appeared  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  26th  December  1983  was  last  seen  on  8th 
January  (MLD  et  al).  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  10th  to  17th  November  (IF  et  al). 


Little  Grebe  Tachybaptus  ruficollis 

In  V.C.  61  at  Broomfleet  nine  pairs  reared  15  young,  and  a few  pairs  bred  at  other  sites 
east  of  the  River  Ouse.  Maximum  counts  of  24  at  Middlethorpe  Ings  near  York  and  25  at 
Broomfleet,  both  during  September,  with  no  more  than  eight  elsewhere  in  V.C.  61  and 
V.C.  62.  One  on  the  sea  off  Flamborough  on  27th  May. 

At  least  60  pairs  bred  in  V.C.  63,  and  44  of  these  raised  94  young  in  the  Barnsley  and 
Wakefield  areas.  Maxima  of  31  at  Wath  Ings  on  14th  July;  26  at  Thrybergh  Tip  on  26th 
August,  and  15  at  Scout  Dike  Res.  on  16th  September. 

A good  breeding  season  reported  from  V.C.  64,  with  35  pairs  at  13  waters  rearing  100 
young.  Autumn  maxima  of  26  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  26th  August;  19  at  Farnham  G.P.  on 
10th  September;  16  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  10th  November,  and  14  at  Knotford  Nook  on  21st 
December. 

25  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  23rd  September  where  four  pairs  had  reared  about  ten  young. 
Two  pairs  reared  four  young  at  Newton-le-Willows,  and  small  numbers  were  at  other 
waters  in  V.C.  65. 


Great  Crested  Grebe  Podiceps  cristatus 

Counts  of  the  wintering  flock  in  Bridlington  Bay  were  few,  with  46  near  Skipsea  on  11th 
February  and  37  near  Fraisthorpe  on  8th  December  being  the  highest. 

Eight  pairs  reared  ten  young  at  Broomfleet  Ponds,  and  breeding  occurred  at  at  least 
seven  other  sites  in  V.C.  61. 

In  V.C.  62  at  Castle  Howard,  20  in  late  March  and  36  on  2nd  June,  but  breeding 
numbers  not  reported. 

In  V.C.  63  at  least  56  pairs  bred  raising  at  least  57  young.  At  Wintersett  Res.,  where  12 
pairs  attempted  to  breed,  maximum  counts  were  45  on  3rd  April;  70  on  20th  July  and  42 
on  2nd  December.  One  pair  was  double  brooded  at  Sprotbrough. 

A spring  maximum  of  28  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  20th  April  was  the  highest  in  V.C.  64, 
where  30  pairs  at  16  waters  reared  54  young.  Exceptional  numbers  at  Eccup  Res.  in  the 
autumn,  with  peaks  of  54  on  26th  July;  66  on  14th  August;  80  on  9th  September;  44  on 
27th  October;  23  on  23rd  November,  and  in  mild  conditions  25  on  14th  December. 

Very  small  numbers  in  V.C.  65,  with  five  pairs  located  in  the  breeding  season,  two  of 
these  rearing  one  young  each. 


Red-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  grisegena 

One  found  exhausted  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  January  was  ringed  and  released  after 
recovery  (PAL,  JMP). 

One  on  Easington  Lagoons  from  29th  January  to  12th  February  (NAB,  KR). 

A small  influx  in  September,  with  two  at  Filey  on  24th,  and  one  on  25th  (SC,  MF),  and 
singles  at  Hornsea  on  22nd  (GRB),  and  at  Flamborough  on  26th  and  30th  (AMA,  DGH). 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  29th  and  31st  October  and  25th  November.  One  north  at 
Scarborough  on  17th  November  and  one  at  Scalby  Mills  on  18th  (RHA).  Three  at  Skipsea 
on  4th  November  (WFC);  one  at  Hornsea  on  24th  November  (GRB);  singles  at 
Flamborough  on  7th  November  and  1st  December  (DGH,  PAL),  and  one  at  Filey  from 
21st  to  25th  December  (HJW). 

Inland,  singles  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  25th  to  27th  April  (GRW,  HJW);  at  Southfield 
Res.  on  22nd  September  (ML,  CW),  and  at  Burstwick  from  28th  November  to  8th 
December  (SM). 
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Slavonian  Grebe  Podiceps  auritus 

One  at  Barmston  on  21st  January  (KR),  and  one  at  Easington  Lagoons  from  31st 
January  to  11th  February  (NAB,  JC). 

Singles  in  Filey  Bay  on  20th  September  (HJW),  and  off  Atwick  on  6th  October  (WFC). 
In  November  one  south  at  Flamborough  on  4th  (PAL),  and  one  on  Hornsea  Mere  located 
on  5th  (UP),  10th  (DFW)  and  17th  (SML). 

One  at  Spurn  on  2nd  December. 

Inland,  singles  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  29th  (CW),  and  at  North  Duffield  Carrs  on  31st 
January  (TB,  TED);  two  at  Ellerton  on  8th  and  9th  February  (DW),  and  at  Blacktoft 
Sands,  one  from  10th  to  18th  November  and  another  from  1st  to  23rd  December  (AG  et 
al). 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Two  on  the  sea  at  Spurn  on  13th  October. 


Slavonian  Grebe 


N.  A.  Bell 


Black-necked  Grebe  Podiceps  nigricollis 
One  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  17th  and  18th  March  (UP,  KR). 

Birds  in  breeding  plumage  included  singles  at  Broomfleet  Ponds  from  29th  April  to  3rd 
May  (TAE),  and  at  Nosterfield  on  7th  May  (CS);  pairs  at  Castle  Howard  on  1st  May  (JP); 
Eccup  Res.  from  7th  to  9th  May  (SPS  et  al)  and  on  Hornsea  Mere  on  9th  and  20th  June 
(SML,  UP,  SLJ). 

A pair  hatched  two  young  at  one  locality. 

A typical  scatter  of  autumn  records  commencing  with  singles  at  Eccup  Res.  on  18th  and 
19th  July  (RCH),  and  at  Thrybergh  Res.  on  25th  July  (WD,  SHH).  During  August  singles 
at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  1st  and  18th  (SLJ  et  al)-,  Kilnsea  on  1st  and  4th  (SML,  NAB); 
Hornsea  Mere  on  12th  and  18th;  Bolton-on-Swale  from  20th  to  24th  and  two  at  Pugney’s 
G.P.  on  28th  (ADW).  Hornsea  Mere  had  three  on  2nd,  and  one  from  16th  to  18th 
September  (UP,  GRB,  SML). 

The  only  coastal  record  was  one  on  the  sea  at  Flamborough  which  departed  south  on  4th 
November  (AMA,  DGH). 
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Fulmar  Fulmarus  glacialis 

Continues  to  spread  to  new  breeding  sites  at  Bempton  Cliffs  and  Flamborough  Head, 
but  success  rate  stated  to  be  low.  Bred  on  the  cliffs  north  of  Filey  Brigg,  on  ledges  of  the 
Grand  Hotel,  Scarborough,  and  widely  on  cliffs  north  of  Scarborough.  A ledge  on 
Whitestone  Cliff  was  occupied  on  24th  April,  but  deserted  by  10th  August. 

The  first  notable  return  movements  occurred  in  February,  with  500  an  hour  north  at 
Filey  on  8th,  and  250  south  in  half  an  hour  at  Ravenscar  on  19th.  On  3rd  March  250  an 
hour  north  at  Filey,  and  3,875  in  the  day  passed  Flamborough.  Numbers  at  the  latter  site 
were  not  remarkable  with  2,320  on  7th  May  the  only  other  high  count  before  autumn. 

Autumn  counts  were  higher,  with  Spurn  recording  5,800  north  on  6th  September, 
almost  six  times  the  previous  best  total  there.  3,870  on  5th  and  4,350  on  6th  September 
moving  north  at  Flamborough. 

Filey  had  450  an  hour  on  17th  and  500  an  hour  on  30th  November  after  a quiet  October, 
and  at  Flamborough  2,781  on  5th  November  and  3,513  on  9th  December. 

Eight  blue  phase  at  Flamborough  on  9th  January,  and  one  to  two  there,  and  at  Filey  and 
Spurn  on  a few  other  dates.  Intermediate  birds  at  Spurn  on  22nd  May  and  6th  September. 

Inland  in  the  Dales,  singles  at  Dallowgill  on  29th  May  and  Arncliffe  on  2nd  June,  whilst 
along  the  Humber  singles  east  at  Sunk  Island  on  16th  and  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  June,  and 
three  at  Sunk  Island  on  25th  August.  One  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  3rd  June,  and  one 
north-east  over  Wath  on  26th. 

Capped  Petrel  Pterodroma  hasitata 

On  16th  December,  I.  Forsyth,  R.  Lyon,  D.  E.  Murray  and  P.  M.  Scanlan  found  a dead 
black  and  white  shearwater  on  the  beach  at  Barmston,  which  they  left  after  a brief 
examination.  After  reference  to  the  literature  and  some  discussion  P.M.S.  returned  to 
Barmston  and  relocated  the  corpse  which  on  return  to  Beverley  he  and  I.F.  identified  as  a 
Capped  Petrel.  The  identity  was  confirmed  by  W.F.C.  and  J.R.M.  It  had  apparently  been 
dead  for  about  three  weeks  and  it  was  not  possible  to  prepare  a complete  skin,  however 
the  wings,  feet  and  skull  complete  with  bill  sheath  were  preserved. 

The  first  record  for  the  county,  and  second  for  the  British  Isles. 

Accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Cory’s  Shearwater  Calonectris  diomedea 
One  off  Flamborough  on  23rd  January  (SLJ)  was  an  unusually  early  date. 

Singles  off  Flamborough  on  20th  (PP),  and  30th  July  (PAL).  On  1st  August,  two  north 
and  one  south  off  Flamborough  (PAL).  One  off  Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  on  3rd 
August  (RHA).  Singles  north  at  Flamborough  on  12th  August  (PAL,  GPC),  and  on  4th 
October  (PAL).  Singles  south  at  Hornsea  on  15th  August  (KF),  and  north  there  on  24th 
September  (GRB). 

Addition  to  the  1976  Report:  One  at  Bridlington  on  25th  September  (DIMW). 

The  1976  record  was  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Correction  to  the  1979  Report:  Delete  the  additions  to  the  1977  and  1978  Reports. 

Great  Shearwater  Puffinus  gravis 

At  Flamborough  two  singles  south  on  7th  January  (PAL,  JCL,  JMP),  and  singles  on  7th 
and  8th  August  (KR,  AMA),  and  5th  September  (AG,  PAL). 

At  Filey  singles  south  on  20th  October  (MF,  PJD),  and  on  1st  December  (MF,  HJW), 
the  latter  also  seen  at  Flamborough  (AMA,  DGH,  JCL). 

Sooty  Shearwater  Puffinus  griseus 

After  a rather  unusual  record  of  one  at  Flamborough  on  8th  January  the  next  were 
singles  there  and  at  Filey  on  23rd  June.  Small  numbers  in  July  at  Spurn,  Hornsea, 
Flamborough,  Filey  and  Scarborough. 

During  August  numbers  were  quite  small  apart  from  on  the  25th,  with  59  and  26 
respectively  at  Flamborough  and  Spurn,  then  236  and  20  on  the  following  day. 

A very  heavy  northerly  passage  in  early  September  with  on  4th,  63  at  Spurn,  658  at 
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Flamborough,  418  at  Filey  and  229  at  Scarborough;  counts  at  these  sites  on  5th  being  75, 
685,  285  and  147  respectively. 

High  numbers  continued  to  pass  Flamborough  with  238  on  6th,  209  on  8th,  251  on  9th, 
212  on  10th,  66  on  18th,  and  80  on  24th  September,  when  38  passed  Scarborough. 

25  at  Flamborough  on  5th  October  then  stragglers  there  on  6th  November  and  1st 
December,  and  at  Spurn  on  6th  November  and  Filey  on  2nd  December. 

Manx  Shearwater  Puffinus  puffinus 

An  excellent  year  particularly  from  Hornsea  northwards,  with  the  highest  autumn 
counts  ever  at  Flamborough,  Filey  and  Scarborough. 

The  first  two  at  Spurn  on  19th  April  and  nine  on  22nd  with  more  there  in  May  including 
100  north  on  27th,  and  small  numbers  further  north  during  those  two  months,  the  first 
higher  count  being  121  south  at  Filey  on  3rd  June. 

The  first  heavy  passage  took  place  on  23rd  June  with  140  at  Filey  and  1,210  at 
Flamborough  followed  by  928,  167,  420  and  203  off  the  headland  on  the  next  four  days  and 
340  on  29th  and  391  on  30th. 

July  and  August  saw  very  large  numbers  at  all  watch  points  except  Spurn,  and  it  seems 
probable  that  a large  feeding  flock  remained  in  the  area  offshore  between  Hornsea  and 
Scarborough  for  several  weeks. 

The  table  below  lists  the  most  significant  figures  at  the  five  most  regularly  manned  sites, 
and  although  not  complete  gives  some  idea  of  the  numbers  involved. 

Date  Scarborough  Filey  Flamborough  Hornsea  Spurn 


1st  July 

113N 

215N 

257 

- 

0 

17th  July 

125N 

124 

128 

459N 

100 

18th  July 

20N 

- 

157 

420  on  sea 
349N 

7S 

19th  July 

500+N 

207 

1004 

32  on  sea 
232N 

11  offshore 
ION 

20th  July 

241  + N 

81 

1206 

20  on  sea 

98N 

12S 

43N 

28th  July 

- 

- 

174 

143  on  sea 
331N 

176 

29th  July 

- 

- 

243 

300  on  sea 
338N 

40N 

31st  July 

- 

- 

- 

125S 

397N 

15S 

2nd  August 

38N 

1413S 

124 

- 

3rd  August 

972S 

- 

181 

- 

4th  August 

388N 

541S 

840N 

1136 

' up  to  31 

5th  August 

102+N 

390N 

830 

8th  August 

24N 

120 

- 

- 

11th  August 

— 

few 

- 

160  on  sea 
470N 

0 

12th  August 

- 

few 

no  count 

600  on  sea 

IN 

25th  August 

4N 

few 

216 

- 

317 

26th  August 

62N 

58 

1212 

No  count 

49 

4th  September 

- 

108S 

- 

No  count 

19 

5th  September 

33N 

94N 

438 

No  count 

94 

6th  September 

36N 

No 

763 

No  count 

66 

7th  September 

- 

numbers 

206 

No  count 

1 

8th  September 

- 

of  note. 

192 

No  count 

IN 

10th  September 

52N 

usually 

- 

No  count 

0 

24th  September 

24N 

below 

222 

174N 

6N  + 1 

25th  September 

8N 

30 

386 

No  count 

29N 
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Occasional  birds  at  these  sites  in  October  and  November,  and  in  December  two  at 
Flamborough  on  2nd  and  one  on  9th,  and  one  at  Filey  on  17th. 

Birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  the  Balearic  race,  P.p.  mauretanicus  totalled  ten  at 
Filey  and  30  at  Flamborough.  The  first  was  at  Flamborough  on  23rd  June,  and  two  there 
on  4th  August,  and  two  at  Filey  on  7th.  During  September  at  Flamborough  three  on  5th; 
two  on  6th  and  15th;  six  on  16th;  two  on  18th  and  25th.  The  last  at  Filey  on  1st  December. 
One  at  Flamborough  on  10th  November;  two  on  2nd  and  one  on  23rd  December. 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  20th  July  and  14th  September,  and  at  Scarborough  on  25th 
September. 

Little  Shearwater  Pufftnus  assimilis 

Singles  north  off  Thornwick  Bay  on  23rd  (DIMW),  and  north  off  Flamborough  on  24th 
September  (PAL,  PHS). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Storm  Petrel  Hydrobates  pelagicus 

Singles  north  off  Spurn  on  6th  and  13th  September  and  6th  November,  and  south  on 
24th  October  and  8th  November.  One  north  off  Flamborough  on  6th  November  (JCL). 

Leach’s  Petrel  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa 

Two  north  at  Flamborough  on  16th  September  (PAL  et  al),  and  one  north  at  Spurn  on 
5th  November. 

Gannet  Sula  bassana 

A census  from  the  cliff  top  at  the  Bempton  colony  gave  319  breeding  pairs  plus  160 
non-breeding  pairs.  Breeding  results  stated  to  be  average  (STH). 

Scarce  during  January,  but  on  19th  February  85  south  at  Ravenscar  in  two  hours,  and 
313  at  Flamborough.  295  at  Filey  on  26th  May  and  160  at  Spurn  on  29th.  Over  500  a day 
regularly  off  Flamborough  from  June  to  September,  with  peaks  of  906  on  8th  June;  954  on 
5th  August,  and  2,452  on  5th  September. 

Lower  numbers  elsewhere  along  the  coast,  with  maxima  at  Spurn  of  419  on  6th 
September,  and  290  at  Hornsea  on  15th. 

A leucistic  bird  totally  creamy  white  with  a grey  bill  passed  Filey  on  5th  October. 
Occasionally  seen  up  the  Humber,  with  three  on  2nd  June  and  nine  on  25th  August  at 
Sunk  Island,  and  an  immature  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  21st  September. 

A freshly  dead  immature  found  on  Troutsdale  Moor  near  Wykeham  Forest  on  30th 
August. 

An  immature  over  Wintersett  Res.  on  27th  October. 

Cormorant  Phalacrocorax  carbo 

Breeding  at  Ravenscar  and  Filey  where  seven  nests  were  noted  north  of  the  Brigg. 
Peaks  of  coastal  passage  of  97  at  Filey  on  25th  August;  108  at  Flamborough  on  8th 
September;  63  at  Hornsea  on  23rd  September  and  46  at  Spurn  on  4th  October,  where  55 
rested  on  the  sea  briefly  on  11th  November. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  race  P.c.  sinensis  at  Flamborough  on  3rd,  4th  and 
5th  March;  Bridlington  on  25th  (KR),  and  Filey  on  27th  March  (TLH),  and  at  Spurn  on 
25th  April. 

The  Hornsea  Mere  roost  had  50  to  70  during  the  winter  months.  Fewer  than  usual  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.,  with  a maximum  of  eight  on  22nd  January.  Good  numbers  in  Hull 
Docks  from  mid  November,  with  25  on  18th  December. 

Present  at  Bolton-on-Swale  to  21st  June  and  from  23rd  September,  with  a peak  of  30  on 
18th  February,  and  three  probably  of  the  race  P.c.  sinensis  in  a total  of  25  on  7th  April. 
At  Thornton  Steward  Res.  18  on  10th  March,  and  15  on  20th  November. 

Recorded  throughout  the  year  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  occurring  at  over  30  localities. 
Up  to  six  on  the  River  Don  near  Doncaster  in  February,  and  larger  parties  included  eight 
over  Grimethorpe  Colliery  on  26th  January;  nine  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  16th  March;  seven 
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at  Fairbum  Ings  on  14th  April  and  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  18th  April;  nine  at 
Southfield  Res.  on  22nd  September,  and  up  to  seven  at  Masham  from  10th  December. 
White  headed  birds  probably  of  the  race  Px.  sinensis  over  Swillington  on  27th  March,  and 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  14th  April. 

Correction  to  the  1982  Report:  Three  not  13  over  Thrybergh  Res.  on  17th  May. 

Shag  Phalacrocorax  aristotelis 

Between  20  and  30  pairs  breeding  in  the  Bempton  area  of  Flamborough  Head  (STH). 
Breeding  not  proved  at  Filey. 

High  numbers  at  Flamborough,  with  up  to  440  in  January  and  220  in  February,  but  few 
in  March  after  193  on  3rd;  then  no  more  than  75  to  June  when  up  to  120  present.  Increased 
rapidly  towards  autumn,  with  244  on  8th  and  475  on  23rd  September,  followed  by  record 
counts  of  1,014  (361  north,  653  south)  on  6th  October,  and  1,349  (757  north,  592  south)  on 
23rd  December.  It  is  considered  that  about  850  roost  at  Flamborough  Head  from  October 
to  January  and  tend  to  move  south  at  dawn,  and  north  in  the  early  afternoon  (PAL). 

32  at  Filey  on  2nd  February  and  42  on  1st  September.  One  found  dead  (oiled)  in  Filey 
Bay  on  21st  November  had  been  ringed  as  a nestling  on  the  Isle  of  May  on  3rd  July  1984. 

Several  inland  records  in  February  some  of  which  may  refer  to  the  same  individual 
commencing  with  singles  on  Ulley  Res.  on  19th,  and  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  19th  to  20th; 
on  the  River  Don  at  Marshgate  on  22nd;  Thrybergh  and  Aldwarke  on  26th,  when  one  was 
found  dead  at  Ickles,  Rotherham.  One  west  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  21st  March,  where 
two  were  at  the  confluence  of  the  Rivers  Trent  and  Ouse  on  5th  October, 

One  on  the  River  Foss  in  the  Huntington  Road  area  of  York  on  5th  April  was  found 
dead  on  24th.  Three  on  Redmires  Res.  on  12th  October  stayed  15  minutes  before 
departing  westwards. 

Bittern  Botaurus  stellaris 

Singles  at  Sawley  Dene  from  3rd  to  19th  January  (WMS);  at  Broomfleet  from  22nd 
January  to  11th  February  (TAE);  at  Potteric  Carr  from  4th  February  to  4th  March  and  on 
2nd  and  3rd  April;  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  3rd  March,  and  one  dead  at  East  Cottingwith  on 
2nd  March.  Two  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  2nd  January  and  18th  February,  with  one  there  to 
21st,  and  singles  on  4th  March  and  15th  November.  Singles  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  14th 
September;  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  24th  October,  and  over  Thorpe  Marsh  on  15th  November. 

Little  Bittern  Ixobrychus  minutus 

At  Low  Ellers  Carr  in  the  Potteric  Carr  Reserve  R.  P.  Lambe  located  a bird,  which  was 
confirmed  by  himself  and  S.  Boyes  to  be  a male,  on  11th  June.  On  15th  June  a female  was 
seen.  During  the  following  weeks  as  the  possibility  of  breeding  was  suspected  local 
birdwatchers  kept  a close  watch  on  the  site,  and  A.  M.  Allport  was  appointed  as  a warden 
during  the  critical  period.  The  pair  raised  four  young,  the  first  confirmed  record  of 
breeding  in  Britain  (RPL,  SB,  AR  et  al).  The  young  birds  left  the  site  by  11th  August  and 
the  last  sighting  of  any  bird  was  on  the  16th. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Little  Egret  Egretta  garzetta 

One  at  High  Batts  Nature  Reserve  on  4th  May  (CS,  TJS,  SW). 

Addition  to  the  1982  Report:  One  at  Seamer  G.P.  on  12th  and  13th  June  (Dr  C.  Brown, 
M.D.  and  Mrs  Simmonds).  Both  records  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Grey  Heron  Ardea  cinerea 

Information  on  heronries  was  as  usual  incomplete,  but  included  a report  of  one  of  seven 
pairs  at  West  Burton  in  Bishopdale  which  has  existed  for  at  least  18  years.  Five  pairs  at 
Askwith  reared  16  young,  and  four  pairs  at  Bretton  Park,  where  nine  nests  were  built, 
reared  14  young.  In  Sleightholmedale  22  nests  were  occupied  on  9th  June.  Kirby  Fleetham 
and  North  Stainley  both  had  ten  pairs,  and  13  pairs  bred  in  the  Lower  Derwent  area. 
Three  pairs  at  Bishop  Monkton,  and  single  pairs  at  Easby  near  Richmond,  Dacre  Banks  in 
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Nidderdale,  and  probably  at  Staintondale.  Heronries  active,  but  counts  not  reported,  at 
Gargrave  (17  birds  on  22nd  April),  Dob  Park,  Healaugh  and  near  Sheffield. 

Six  localities  had  ten  to  14  birds  in  the  late  summer  and  early  autumn,  and  15  were  at 
Lindley  Wood  Res.  on  26th  July;  17  each  at  Castle  Howard  on  28th  July  and  Gouthwaite 
Res.  on  15th  August;  30  at  Wath  Ings  on  28th  August,  and  20  at  Wentworth  Park  on  13th 
November. 

A dark  morph  immature  at  Thorpe  Marsh  in  July  and  August. 

Purple  Heron  Ardea  purpurea 

One  over  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  3rd  June  (PTT,  MW)  was  doubtless  the 
same  as  one  that  flew  into  Staveley  Lagoon  on  25th  June  (JRM). 

White  Stork  Ciconia  ciconia 

One  located  near  Airton  in  late  May  which  had  probably  been  present  for  several  weeks 
moved  to  Bell  Busk  in  early  June,  and  remained  there  for  the  rest  of  the  year  (EJ  et  al). 

One  in  Bishopdale  on  20th  May  (EPL,  JA)  flew  over  Kidstones  on  24th  May  (JK,  MK), 
and  it  was  doubtless  the  individual  above  that  remained  in  Airedale  into  1985. 

Spoonbill  Platalea  leucorodia 

One  flying  south  over  the  scrape  at  Spurn  on  2nd  June  turned  south-west  over  the 
Warren  and  continued  over  the  Humber.  An  adult  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  3rd  June,  and 
two  there  on  13th  July. 

An  immature  at  Flamborough  from  16th  to  18th  November  (PAL,  DGH  et  al),  and 
doubtless  the  same  at  Barmston  on  17th  (DEW),  may  have  been  the  bird  found  exhausted 
at  Rise  Park  about  24th  November,  which  being  released  after  recovery  at  Hornsea  Mere 
on  1st  December  remained  there  until  7th  (UP). 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  One  at  Flamborough  on  27th  and  28th  July. 

Mute  Swan  Cygnus  olor 

No  flocks  of  any  significant  size  reported  during  the  early  months,  apart  from  30  on  the 
Lower  Derwent  on  20th  March  when  Fairburn  Ings  had  similar  numbers. 

The  breeding  reports  received  suggested  a poor  season.  Of  11  pairs  attempting  in  V.C. 
63  only  four  (all  in  the  Wakefield  area)  were  successful  rearing  12  young,  and  in  V.C.  64 
21  pairs  reared  30  young.  At  Fairburn  Ings  in  the  latter  vice-county  nine  pairs  out  of  21 
failed  probably  due  to  the  lower  water  levels  in  the  hot  summer  making  nests  more  easily 
accessible  to  people.  In  the  Catterick  area  two  pairs  reared  ten  young,  but  the  nest  of  a 
third  pair  was  vandalised. 

Apart  from  the  moulting  flocks  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  Hornsea  Mere,  which  peaked  at 
230  and  161  respectively  in  late  July,  only  three  other  sites  had  a maximum  above  the  low 
twenties,  and  these  were  Mickletown  Ings,  with  30  in  early  September;  Swillington  with  48 
on  18th  November,  and  the  Lower  Derwent  with  41  on  16th  December. 

Considered  to  be  decreasing  in  parts  of  V.C.  64. 

Bewick’s  Swan  Cygnus  columbianus 

Monthly  maxima  along  the  River  Derwent  of  112  in  the  Aughton  and  Ellerton  areas  on 
11th  January;  143  on  24th  February,  and  121  on  5th  March  at  Bubwith,  with  ten  at  Bank 
Island  on  25th  March  being  the  last  in  that  area.  Reports  from  12  other  localities  in  the 
early  months  all  of  parties  of  seven  or  less,  except  for  some  evidence  of  movement  towards 
the  winter’s  end,  with  17  at  Masham  on  29th  February;  40  east  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th 
March;  53  east  at  Kilnsea  on  11th  and  19  south  over  Stanley  on  14th  March.  Late  singles  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  20th  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on  28th  April. 

An  early  one  at  Flamborough  on  7th  October,  the  next  being  three  at  Wheldrake  on 
23rd,  then  five  at  Widdop  and  eight  each  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  Easington  on  28th.  As  usual 
an  increase  in  evidence  of  passage  during  November,  with  parties  of  five  and  20  over 
Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  4th;  13  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  8th;  31  north  over  High 
Batts  on  10th;  24  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  13th;  15  in  off  the  sea  at  Flamborough  on  15th,  and 
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20  north-north-east  over  Hunmanby  on  16th.  90  at  Bubwith  Ings  on  18th  November  and 
125  on  the  Lower  Derwent  from  20th  to  the  year-end.  Small  numbers  at  15  other  sites 
mainly  during  November. 

Whooper  Swan  Cygnus  cygnus 

Much  more  widespread  than  the  previous  species  appearing  at  over  30  localities  in  both 
winter  periods.  112  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  22nd  January,  with  up  to  67  here  and  in  the  Byram 
Park  and  Birkin  areas  to  mid  March.  Smaller  herds  of  ten  to  18  at  ten  other  sites  in  the 
valleys  of  the  Don,  Aire,  Wharfe,  Nidd  and  Ribble  and  regularly  on  the  Lower  Derwent, 
with  a peak  of  24  on  5th  February.  20  over  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  25th 
March.  Singles  at  four  sites  after  mid  April,  with  the  last  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  23rd  where 
the  two  injured  birds  remained  as  usual,  and  another  flew  in  4th  July. 

One  summered  at  Bolton-on-Swale. 

An  immature  at  Flamborough  on  27th  September,  and  an  adult  south  there  and  at 
Burniston  on  7th  October.  Five  in  the  Ribble  Valley  on  18th  October,  then  one  to  five  at 
six  other  sites  before  November.  Evidence  of  a steady  arrival  of  small  numbers  up  to  mid 
November  when  the  Lower  Derwent  had  30.  21  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  21st  and  22nd 
November,  and  winter  peaks  of  49  on  9th  December  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  24  at 
Bolton-on-Swale. 

Bean  Goose  Anser  fabalis 

On  18th  January  a party  of  16  flew  north  over  Fairburn  Ings  (GRW).  One  south  over 
Atwick  on  18th  October  (WFC).  Five  at  Thornton  Steward  Res.  on  6th  December  (DB). 

Pink-footed  Goose  Anser  brachyrhynchus 

The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  had  only  moderate  numbers  in  the  early  months,  with  a 
maximum  of  350  on  28th  January,  and  the  last  reported  being  28  on  16th  February.  100  at 
Weighton  Lock,  Broomfleet  on  23rd  September,  with  146  at  the  Refuge  on  25th 
September  and  a maximum  there  of  382  on  30th  October,  and  later  peaks  of  only  109  on 
5th  November  and  120  on  11th  December. 

Noteworthy  movements  over  inland  sites  on  several  dates  in  the  early  months.  On  29th 
January  a widespread  movement  south-east  included  100  over  Thrybergh;  280  over 
Ingbirchworth  and  890  over  Howden  Res.  A westerly  movement  on  12th  February  of  200 
over  Lowther;  175  over  Wintersett  Res.;  206  over  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  and  250  over 
Ingbirchworth  Res.  On  6th  March  skeins  moving  north-west  of  512  over  Pugney’s  G.P., 
and  244  over  Wintersett  Res.,  and  moving  north  of  150  over  Carlton  Marsh  and  110  over 
Thrybergh.  Finally  on  9th  March  250  north  over  Carlton  Marsh,  and  165  west  over 
Timble.  In  all  these  movements  some  of  the  birds  may  have  been  seen  at  more  than  one 
locality. 

Skeins  over  Blacktoft  Sands  are  usually  of  birds  from  the  Humber,  but  210  north  there 
on  12th  March  were  about  four  weeks  after  the  Refuge  had  been  vacated. 

Small  numbers  at  several  inland  localities  remaining  at  some  of  these  during  the  summer 
months. 

Fewer  skeins  were  reported  at  the  year  end,  with  one  of  300  over  Melton  Wood  on  25th 
November  being  the  largest. 

100  south  at  Bempton  on  20th  November,  and  150  over  Filey  on  20th  December  were 
noteworthy  coastal  movements,  as  were  100  unidentified  grey  geese  south  at  Spurn  on 
27th  January. 

White-fronted  Goose  Anser  albifrons 

Most  frequent  in  V.C.  61  from  Flamborough  south  to  Spurn,  and  as  far  inland  as  the 
Lower  Derwent. 

The  only  birds  further  west  were  the  injured  individual  which  remained  at  Fairburn 
Ings,  and  one  which  came  into  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  1st  December  and  then  departed 
north-west.  Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race,  A. a.  flavirostris  at 
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Broomfleet  on  25th  February;  in  the  Lower  Derwent  from  7th  March  to  3rd  April,  and  on 
the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  12th  November. 

All  others  either  were,  or  have  been  assumed  to  be,  of  the  nominate  race  A. a.  albifrons. 

One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  1st  January;  two  on  19th  February,  with  one  remaining  to 
11th  March.  12  at  Scalby  on  23rd  January.  Eight  west  at  Spurn  on  25th  January.  21  at 
Barmston  from  25th  to  29th  January.  At  Filey,  29  on  22nd  January,  then  eight  on  24th 
near  the  Brigg  and  45  located  near  the  town  on  4th  February,  with  declining  numbers 
down  to  30  on  10th,  which  ultimately  departed  southwards.  One  to  two  at  Hornsea  Mere 
from  11th  February  to  14th  April,  then  one  on  four  dates  in  May  and  on  4th  June.  One  at 
East  Cottingwith  and  at  Wheldrake  in  late  March. 

Singles  at  five  localities  mostly  just  for  one  day  each  during  November  and  December, 
apart  from  six  in  off  the  sea  at  Hornsea  on  13th  October;  six  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  14th 
October,  and  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  11th  November.  The  last  site  had  three  on  20th,  and  ten 
on  31st  December.  Three  at  Wheldrake  during  December. 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose  Anser  erythropus 

An  adult  at  Broomfleet  on  1st  May  was  in  the  company  of  Greylag  Geese,  Anser  anser 
(TAE). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Greylag  Goose  Anser  anser 

The  feral  breeding  population  continues  to  flourish.  Bred  at  ten  sites  in  V.C.  61 
including  12  pairs  at  Hornsea  Mere.  Elsewhere  in  the  county  bred  at  Ripon  Park  (four 
pairs),  Ripley  (two  pairs),  Bolton-on-Swale,  West  Wick  G.P.  and  Thorpe  Marsh  (one  pair 
each)  and  27  juveniles  were  on  Castle  Howard  Lake  on  8th  June. 

Small  numbers  at  over  30  waters  throughout  the  county,  with  flocks  of  up  to  30  birds  at 
some  of  these  in  the  winter  months. 

Higher  maxima  as  follows:  Bolton-on-Swale  170  in  January  and  February,  and  261  in 
December;  Castle  Howard  Lake  152  on  25th  February  and  181  on  31st  December;  the 
Lower  Derwent  280  on  22nd  January  and  310  on  20th  November;  Hornsea  Mere  600 
during  September,  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  289  on  11th  November. 

Correction  to  the  1983  Report:  85  north-west  over  Thrybergh  Res.  on  2nd  February 
were  grey  geese,  Anser  sp. 

Snow  Goose  Anser  caerulescens 

A blue  phase  in  the  Harewood  Park  and  Eccup  Res.  areas  all  the  year.  Up  to  five  white 
phase  regularly  in  the  Harrogate  area.  Eight  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  10th  and  11th  June,  and 
seven  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  14th  to  17th,  with  one  blue  phase  in  each  party.  One  to  two 
at  five  localities  associated  with  the  Lower  Derwent  between  29th  August  and  the 
year-end,  and  three  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  20th  and  21st  September.  One 
blue  phase  near  Holmfirth  on  5th  October. 

Ten  came  in  off  the  sea  at  Hornsea  on  22nd  September  and  were  on  the  Mere  from  24th 
September  to  5th  October,  and  visited  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  24th  September  and  1st 
October. 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Canada  Goose  Branta  canadensis 

Bred  successfully  at  six  sites  in  V.C.  61;  one  in  V.C.  62;  12  in  V.C.  63  and  three  in  V.C. 
65,  and  over  50  pairs  bred  in  V.C.  64  producing  over  250  young.  A total  of  over  100  pairs 
bred  in  the  county  in  1984. 

January  peaks  of  328  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  8th;  287  at  Coniston  Cold  and  643  at 
Givendale  on  19th,  with  over  200  in  the  Ribble  Valley  up  to  March.  506  at  Harewood  Park 
on  19th  February.  A moulting  flock  of  385  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  July,  and  315  on 
Hornsea  Mere  in  that  month. 

Peaks  during  September  of  400  at  Nosterfield  G.P.;  505  at  Masham  G.P.;  200  near 
Wensley  and  Leyburn;  550  in  the  Farnham  and  Staveley  areas;  793  at  Eccup  Res.;  262  at 
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Harthill  Res.,  and  326  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  Later  counts  included  475  at  Harewood  Park  in 
October;  380  at  Bretton  Park  on  17th  November;  363  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  1st 
December,  and  516  at  Eccup  Res.  on  19th  December. 

Barnacle  Goose  Branta  leucopsis 

Small  parties  of  one  to  four  recorded  at  20  localities,  with  approximately  half  of  the 
records  during  the  summer  months.  A pair  reared  one  young  at  Keswick  Fitts  near 
Collingham. 

At  Filey  17  on  24th  January,  and  26  on  25th  with  the  same  number  at  Burniston  on  the 
following  day. 

A flock  of  65  to  80  in  the  Kilnsea  area  from  22nd  January  to  5th  February  probably 
moved  to  Hornsea  Mere,  where  a flock  of  60  during  January  increased  to  132  during 
February.  32  on  Castle  Howard  Lake  in  late  February  and  early  March.  Up  to  13  in  the 
Harewood  Park  and  Eccup  Res.  area  in  the  winter  months,  and  at  Hornsea  Mere  from  50 
to  82  between  5th  November  and  31st  December. 

Brent  Goose  Branta  bernicla 

The  flock  on  the  Humber  at  Spurn  had  92  on  21st  January;  up  to  94  in  early  February, 
and  increased  in  the  second  half  of  that  month  to  daily  counts  of  133  to  183.  March  peaks 
of  182  on  11th,  and  180  on  31st,  down  to  seven  by  8th  April,  after  which  only  single  figures 
intermittently  to  5th  May,  although  ten  left  eastwards  on  19th  May. 

172  on  the  Humber  off  Skeffling  on  19th  February. 

Ten  at  Spurn  on  17th  September  and  then  numbers  present  almost  daily  from  27th,  with 
maxima  of  59  on  17th  October;  101  on  20th  November  and  252  on  16th  December.  One  to 
two  at  four  places  further  west  along  the  Humber  during  the  last  two  months,  and  30  at  the 
Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  3rd  December  were  probably  from  the  Spurn  flock. 

Some  southerly  coastal  movement  in  the  autumn  included  38  at  Spurn  on  31st  October, 
and  during  November  30  at  Flamborough  on  6th  and  at  Hornsea  on  8th;  20  at  Filey,  27  at 
Flamborough  and  21  at  Hornsea  on  10th,  and  128  at  Filey  on  15th.  Eight  at  Staintondale 
on  16th  November. 

Pale  bellied  individuals  of  the  race  B.b.  horta  at  Filey  on  27th  October,  and  at  Spurn  on 
four  December  days.  Five  of  this  race  inland  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  24th  October,  and 
probably  the  same  five  south-west  over  Ardsley  Res.  on  27th.  Others  inland  were  two  at 
Knotford  Nook  on  24th  March  and  one  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  from  22nd  to  31st  December. 

A colour  ringed  bird  first  seen  at  Spurn  in  the  1978-79  winter,  and  then  in  three 
subsequent  winters,  was  present  on  31st  March. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Three  colour  ringed  birds  seen  during  October  had  been 
ringed  at  Schleswig-Holstein  in  West  Germany  on  30th  April  1983. 

Red-breasted  Goose  Branta  ruficollis 

One  at  Barmston  on  4th  and  11th  March  (MIM,  PH)  then  at  Hornsea  Mere  from  16th  to 
18th  (UP  et  al),  and  near  Brandesburton  on  19th  and  20th  (BR).  The  second  record  for  the 
county. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Egyptian  Goose  Alopochen  aegyptiacus 
One  at  Eccup  Res.  on  4th  January  (RCH). 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Shelduck  Tadorna  tadorna 

Single  pairs  bred  at  Bolton-on-Swale,  Scorton  Quarry,  Nosterfield  G.P.,  and  Masham 
G.P.  rearing  a total  of  28  young.  A pair  in  the  Ribble  Valley  lost  all  eight  young  to  a 
predator.  Seven  young  reared  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  five  at  Denton  in  Wharfedale.  About 
20  pairs  bred  at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  four  pairs  bred  in  the  Doncaster  area.  One  pair  at 
Whiteholme  Res.,  Halifax  reared  six  young.  Bred  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  Catwick  G.P.  and 
near  Lissett,  but  no  details  received  about  the  breeding  sites  near  the  River  Derwent. 
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In  the  western  vice-counties  parties  of  less  than  ten  were  recorded  frequently 
throughout  the  year.  Parties  exceeding  this  were  12  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  10th  February;  18 
in  the  Ribble  Valley  on  11th  February;  20  over  Lemonroyd  Locks,  Swillington  on  15th 
March  and  16  at  Southfield  Res.  on  27th  September.  67  west  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th 
October.  On  4th  November  following  westerly  movement  of  185  at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  79 
at  Fairburn  Ings,  birds  appeared  at  seven  localities  in  the  Wakefield  and  Huddersfield 
areas  including  25  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res. 

Large  numbers  frequent  the  Humber  Estuary  throughout  the  year  and  complete  counts 
received  were  of  930  on  26th  February;  1,500  on  13th  May  and  760  on  16th  December.  In 
addition  Cherry  Cobb  had  745  on  1st  April;  1,860  (including  171  moulting)  on  22nd  July, 
and  850  on  25th  November.  At  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge,  220  in  early  March;  550  on 
13th  May;  350  on  1st  September  rising  to  660  on  27th,  and  1,135  on  28th,  then  no  more 
than  750  in  the  next  two  months,  and  a December  maximum  of  only  150. 

Birds  undertaking  their  moult  migration  to  Germany  totalled  1,269  east  over  Spurn 
during  July  peaking  at  271  on  29th.  Probably  associated  with  these  were  216  downstream 
past  Sunk  Island  on  the  Humber  on  28th  July.  Westerly  movement  up  the  Humber  past 
this  site  peaked  at  255  on  13th  October. 

Coastal  movement  peaked  on  3rd  November  with  190  north  at  Filey,  141  at 
Flamborough  and  595  south  at  Spurn. 

Wood  Duck  Aix  spans  a 

Two  males  at  Tophill  Low  on  17th  June  and  one  in  moult  there  between  19th  July  and 
24th  August. 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Mandarin  Aix  galericulata 

A female  at  Middlethorpe  Ings  on  11th  February.  Single  males  at  Newmillerdam  on 
29th  April;  Nosterfield  G.P.  from  23rd  April  to  6th  May,  and  on  Hunmanby  Brick  Ponds 
on  23rd  July. 

Addition  to  the  1977  Report:  A male  at  Barnby  Dun  on  20th  August. 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Wigeon  Anas  penelope 

Comparatively  low  numbers  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  in  the  early  months  the 
maximum  being  800  on  19th  January  and  12th  February.  By  contrast  the  Lower  Derwent 
had  good  numbers,  with  peaks  for  the  first  three  months  of  4,267;  5,836  and  4,607 
respectively.  February  peaks  of  775  at  Bolton-on-Swale;  450  in  the  Ribble  Valley  on  4th, 
and  885  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  18th.  The  inland  vice-counties  hold  much  lower  numbers 
during  these  months,  but  birds  are  present  at  many  waters,  and  included  72  on  the  River 
Ure  and  at  Semerwater  in  early  January;  93  at  Thornton  Steward  Res.  on  15th  February; 
55  at  Ouzendike  Ings  on  5th,  and  110  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  27th  February. 

Bred  at  Grimwith  Res.  where  11  adults  and  five  young  were  present  on  26th  July. 

Autumn  coastal  passage  was  moderate,  with  89  north  at  Scarborough  on  5th 
September,  and  74  on  15th,  when  at  Hornsea  221  flew  north  and  63  south.  On  16th 
October  57  north  at  Burniston,  and  239  south  at  Spurn.  As  with  other  wildfowl  species 
considerable  movements  on  3rd  November,  with  414  north  and  198  south  off  Filey;  277  off 
Flamborough;  65  north  and  274  south  at  Hornsea  and  1,229  south  at  Spurn. 

The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  had  substantial  autumn  numbers  increasing  in  Sep- 
tember from  50  to  1,250  on  21st,  to  2,000  by  1st  October,  and  2,500  by  the  end  of  October. 
On  4th  November  3,500  on  the  Refuge  and  542  moving  west,  but  few  thereafter  apart 
from  600  on  14th,  and  800  on  16th  December.  The  Lower  Derwent  had  only  33  on  31st 
October,  but  increased  to  2,500  by  25th  November,  and  5,190  as  December  maximum. 

The  November  passage  and  influx  resulted  in  increased  numbers  at  many  inland  sites 
particularly  in  the  first  week  of  the  month.  At  Blacktoft  Sands  where  1,263  flew  west  on 
3rd  numbers  increased  from  450  to  750.  Double  figures  appeared  at  many  waters  on  7th  on 
which  date  350  were  in  the  Ribble  Valley.  220  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  16th  November,  and 
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152  at  Leyburn  Flats  on  25th.  187  at  Thornton  Steward  Res.  on  9th;  55  at  Wath  Ings  on 
18th,  and  750  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  29th  December. 

Interesting  numbers  earlier  in  the  autumn  included  43  at  Swillington  Ings  on  16th 
September;  70  north  over  Southfield  Res.  on  17th  September,  and  110  at  Fairburn  Ings  on 
13th  October. 

American  Wigeon  Anas  americana 

A male  at  East  Park  Lake  in  Hull  on  17th  (PC)  and  21st  March  (SLJ). 

This  record  pended  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  who  are  considering  the  escape 
possibility. 

Gadwall  Anas  strepera 

In  V.C.  61  single  pairs  bred  at  Shiptonthorpe  (three  young),  Scampston  (one  young), 
and  Wheldrake  Ings  (five  young).  Present  most  of  the  year  at  Hornsea  Mere  and  Tophill 
Low  Res.  with  respective  maxima  of  230  on  21st  October  and  137  on  18th  February.  31  at 
Wheldrake  Ings  on  2nd  March.  Present  in  small  numbers  at  three  other  sites  during  the 
winter,  and  singles  at  two  sites  during  May. 

In  general  only  small  numbers  recorded  in  V.C.  63  with  maxima  of  15  at  Thorpe  Marsh 
on  12th  and  13th  February;  up  to  11  at  Blacktoft  Sands  in  May  where  one  pair  bred;  24  at 
Swillington  Park  on  17th  September,  and  ten  at  Potteric  Carr  in  late  December  where  a 
pair  had  bred. 

Four  pairs  bred  at  Fairburn  Ings  rearing  22  young  and  the  maximum  here  was  91  on  21st 
October.  Only  small  numbers  at  seven  waters  elsewhere  in  V.C.  64  apart  from  15  at  Eccilp 
Res.  on  2nd  September. 

One  to  three  at  six  sites  in  V.C.s  62  and  65  all  outside  the  breeding  season,  apart  from 
three  at  Newton-le-Willows  on  5th  June. 

Teal  Anas  crecca 

The  maximum  counts  along  the  Lower  Derwent  for  the  first  three  months  were  2,279; 
3,000  and  2,500  respectively,  and  were  considerably  higher  than  in  the  same  period  in 
1983.  The  autumn  numbers  were  much  lower  peaking  at  1,000  in  November,  and  1,114  in 
December.  The  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  had  an  early  peak  of  only  110  on  12th 
February,  but  reached  1,000  by  3rd  September.  Numbers  then  fluctuated,  and  were 
generally  below  400  until  30th  October  with  700  present,  increasing  to  1,100  by  4th 
November,  and  then  declined  to  150  by  9th,  and  no  more  than  120  in  December. 

Higher  numbers  than  usual  at  Hornsea  Mere  with  peaks  of  1,200  on  1st  January;  620  on 
11th  February  and  540  on  24th  November. 

Inland  sites  with  peaks  of  over  300  in  January  were  Wath  Ings  and  Carlton  Marsh  each 
with  300  on  21st;  Fairburn  Ings  500  on  22nd;  Swillington  Ings  392  on  24th,  and  Potteric 
Carr  480  on  29th.  400  at  Thorpe  Marsh  in  February  and  350  each  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on 
3rd  March,  and  at  Long  Preston  on  4th  March. 

Other  sites  associated  with  the  Humber  were  the  Pauli  area  with  920  on  16th  December, 
and  Blacktoft  Sands  with  450  in  August  rising  to  1,400  in  October  then  down  to  160  in 
December. 

Six  inland  sites  had  peaks  of  250  to  350  in  November  and  December,  and  higher 
numbers  were  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  with  580  on  19th  September;  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  a 
peak  of  506  during  November,  and  at  Fairburn  Ings,  400  on  10th  November. 

Noteworthy  coastal  passage  first  on  16th  October,  with  158  south  at  Spurn  and  123 
north  at  Burniston,  then  on  3rd  November,  1,083  south  at  Spurn,  and  207  north  and  218 
south  at  Filey  whilst  350  remained  in  the  bay.  300  on  the  sea  at  Barmston  on  4th 
November.  Finally  on  10th  November,  94  north  and  113  south  at  Hornsea;  155  south  at 
Filey  where  on  15th,  186  north  and  118  south. 

Breeding  records  were  rather  limited  with  none  confirmed  in  V.C.  62  or  V.C.  65 
although  doubtless  occurring  in  moorland  localities.  Presumably  bred  in  the  Lower 
Derwent  as  ten  pairs  were  at  Wheldrake  Ings  in  early  May.  A pair  reared  six  young  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.  Scattered  breeding  records  in  both  uplands  and  lowlands  in  V.C.  63, 
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although  only  about  ten  pairs  were  involved  at  six  sites.  Breeding  confirmed  at  five  sites  in 
V.C.  64  with  14  pairs  located. 

A male  showing  characteristics  of  Green-winged  Teal,  A.c.  carolinensis  at  Long  Preston 
from  4th  to  8th  March  (BS). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Mallard  Anas  platyrhynchos 

Some  seven  localities  had  maxima  during  the  year  of  between  500  and  1,000.  Those  with 
higher  numbers  in  the  early  months  were  the  Lower  Derwent,  with  1,988  in  January  and 
1,659  in  February;  Eccup  Res.  with  1,001  on  8th  January;  Potteric  Carr  with  1,060  and 
Fairburn  Ings  3,000  both  on  22nd  January,  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  with  2,300  on  17th 
February. 

September  maxima  of  2,000  at  Hornsea  Mere;  1,200  at  Blacktoft  Sands;  1,750  at 
Fairburn  Ings  and  1,300  at  Bolton-on-Swale.  2,000  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  9th 
October;  1,208  at  Eccup  Res.  on  10th  November,  and  1,100  at  Potteric  Carr  on  26th 
December. 

Breeding  widespread  throughout  the  county.  80  pairs  in  the  Barnsley  area  raised  480 
young. 

Pintail  Anas  acuta 

The  highest  numbers  in  the  early  months  were  at  Cherry  Cobb,  with  107  on  15th 
January  but  otherwise  no  more  than  35,  and  on  the  Lower  Derwent  with  maxima  in  the 
early  months  of  47,  69,  21  and  20  respectively.  One  to  five  at  widely  separated  localities  in 
these  months,  the  only  larger  flocks  being  ten  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  5th  February  and  12  at 
Southfield  Res.  on  8th. 

Most  had  left  by  the  end  of  April,  but  a few  individuals  were  present  at  Wheldrake  Ings 
and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  several  occasions  until  small  numbers  returned  in  late  August. 

More  widely  distributed  during  the  autumn  with  double  figure  maxima  as  follows:  81  at 
Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  November  and  50  to  65  to  the  year-end;  18  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl 
Refuge  on  30th  September;  12  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  13th  October;  16  at  Fairburn  Ings  on 
27th  October;  up  to  19  at  Blacktoft  Sands  during  October;  13  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  17th 
November,  and  18  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  3rd  December.  No  more  than  eight  at  any  other 
locality. 

Westerly  movement  up  the  Humber  of  21  on  23rd  September  and  27  on  29th  at  Sunk 
Island,  when  48  flew  over  Blacktoft  Sands;  168  over  the  latter  site  on  3rd  November  and 
27  passed  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  4th. 

Coastal  passage  was  generally  of  single  and  low  double  figures  mostly  in  the  autumn, 
including  21  off  Flamborough  on  24th  November. 

Garganey  Anas  querquedula 

Quite  widespread  in  V.C.  63  where  the  first  was  a male  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  28th 
March.  Singles  or  pairs  recorded  from  April  to  June  at  Wath  Ings,  Old  Denaby,  Blacktoft 
Sands,  Pugney’s  G.P.,  Mickletown  Ings,  Altofts  Ings  and  Edderthorpe.  In  the  autumn  one 
to  two  at  Altofts  Ings,  Wath  Ings,  Old  Denaby  and  Potteric  Carr. 

A pair  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  20th  April  to  18th  May,  with  the  male  remaining  to  10th 
June.  Others  here  from  14th  July  to  22nd  September  reaching  a maximum  of  six  on  19th 
August. 

A pair  at  Broomfleet  Ponds  from  18th  to  26th  April.  During  May  Tophill  Low  Res.  had 
a male  on  four  dates,  and  Hornsea  Mere  had  one  to  two  on  six  dates.  A male  at 
Wheldrake  Ings  on  28th  April;  a pair  to  14th  May  after  which  one  to  three  birds  on  various 
dates,  with  a male  remaining  to  10th  July. 

One  to  two  at  seven  other  localities  in  August  and  September,  with  more  frequenting 
Tophill  Low  Res.  which  had  one  in  late  July,  but  three  to  five  from  20th  August  to  4th 
September,  with  seven  on  28th  and  six  on  31st  August,  and  the  last  one  on  24th 
September. 

A very  late  bird  at  Castle  Howard  on  23rd  October. 
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Shoveler  Anas  clypeata 

Moderate  peak  counts  in  the  early  months,  with  in  January  52  each  at  Fairburn  Ings 
(7th)  and  Mickletown  Ings  (21st),  and  70  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  22nd,  with  45  there  on 
18th  February  and  40  on  17th  March.  After  lower  numbers  in  the  first  two  months  70  were 
on  the  Lower  Derwent  during  March.  Quite  widespread  on  lowland  waters,  with  20  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  the  highest  count  apart  from  those  above. 

Pairs  bred  at  Wath  Ings,  Mickletown  Ings,  Blacktoft  Sands,  Saltend,  Tophill  Low  Res. 
(three),  Fairburn  Ings  (seven)  and  Bolton-on-Swale.  Pairs  at  five  other  sites  at  which 
breeding  was  suspected. 

Autumn  maxima  of  35  each  at  Altofts  Ings  on  18th  and  Cherry  Cobb  on  20th  August; 
110  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  15th  September;  48  at  Eccup  Res.  on  11th  and  18th 
September;  39  at  Potteric  Carr  on  16th  September  and  65  on  22nd  October;  44  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  3rd  October;  155  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  13th  October,  after  94  there  on 
27th  August;  235  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  October  down  to  30  by  the  year-end;  27  at  the 
Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  19th  October;  25  on  the  Lower  Derwent,  and  26  at  Wath 
Ings  in  December. 

43  south  at  Hornsea  on  13th  October  was  the  highest  coastal  count. 

Red-crested  Pochard  Netta  rufina 

A first  year  male  at  Stamford  Bridge  from  4th  February  to  26th  April  (DW  et  al).  A 
female  at  Bank  Island  on  11th  February  (TED),  and  single  males  at  Wheldrake  Ings 
(TED),  and  Wharfe  Ings  (DB)  on  12th  February. 

A female  at  Farnham  on  11th  August  (RE,  SE).  A male  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  4th 
October  (SB,  DL,  RS),  and  from  11th  October  to  6th  November  (GRW,  HJW). 

Published  with  the  escape  proviso. 

Pochard  Aythya  ferina 

A total  of  16  breeding  pairs  at  Fairburn  Ings  (nine),  Allerton  Bywater,  Mickletown 
Ings,  Newmillerdam  and  Blacktoft  Sands  reared  at  least  50  young.  Three  pairs  at  Tophill 
Low  Res. 

Probably  as  many  on  the  Lower  Derwent  in  January  and  February  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
county,  with  a peak  of  2,250  on  12th  February.  220  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  20th  and  253  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  21st  January;  622  at  Swillington  Ings  on  13th  March,  and  maxima  of  150 
to  200  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  Wharfe  Ings,  Thrybergh  Res.,  Mickletown  Ings  and 
Nosterfield  G.P.  between  31st  January  and  28th  February. 

The  only  day  of  significant  movement  was  3rd  November,  with  southerly  coastal 
passage  at  Filey  (19),  Flamborough  (25)  and  Spurn  (31),  and  inland  195  west  over 
Blacktoft  Sands. 

Hornsea  Mere  with  730  on  29th  September  held  most  during  the  autumn.  Other  counts 
included  193  at  Newmillerdam  on  22nd  September;  200  at  Southfield  Res.  in  October;  243 
at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  3rd  November;  236  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  9th,  and  499  at  Pugney’s 
G.P.  on  23rd  December. 

Ring-necked  Duck  Aythya  collaris 

The  regular  male  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  most  days  from  1st  January  to  29th  February, 
and  from  31st  March  to  20th  April  (IF  et  al),  also  visited  Brandesburton  on  23rd  February 
and  on  8th  and  14th  March  (EHW). 

A male  at  Potteric  Carr  on  14th  April  (RPL,  RJS,  SB).  All  records  accepted  by  British 
Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Ferruginous  Duck  Aythya  nyroca 

Single  males  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  8th  January  (MB,  RP)  and  2nd  June  (AW).  A male  at 
Allerton  Bywater  on  17th  June  (PRC),  15th  July  (GRW)  and  5th  August  (RP).  A male  on 
the  lake  in  East  Park,  Hull  on  11th  (PC)  and  13th  April  (PC,  SLJ).  An  immature  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  26th  September  (GRW  et  al)  and  a male  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  from  28th  to 
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30th  November  (NA).  A male  at  Wheldrake  Ings  from  24th  November  to  31st  December 
(TB).  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  15th  November  (KJA). 

Addition  to  the  1962  Report:  One  at  Scampston  on  7th  October. 

Tufted  Duck  Ay  thy  a fuligula 

A satisfactory  breeding  season  with  ten  pairs  in  V.C.  61;  one  in  V.C.  62;  59  pairs  with 
broods  in  V.C.  63;  at  least  50  pairs  on  15  waters,  with  over  200  young  in  V.C.  64,  and  24 
broods  at  three  waters,  with  about  115  young  in  V.C.  65. 

January  maxima  of  400  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  17th;  217  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  20th;  366 
at  Fairburn  Ings  on  21st,  and  213  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  28th.  In  February  200  at  Swillington 
Ings  on  5th;  and  390  on  the  Lower  Derwent  on  12th,  whilst  Tophill  Low  Res.  had  800  on 
17th,  following  from  a steady  increase  after  238  on  1st  January,  with  550  still  present  in 
March. 

Tophill  Low  Res.  had  323  on  31st  July;  594  on  9th  August;  310  on  2nd  September  and 
422  on  15th  December.  388  at  Bolton-on-Swale  during  August.  Hornsea  Mere  had  200 
during  August,  and  after  a big  influx  in  September  peaked  at  845  on  14th  October.  267  at 
Wintersett  Res.  on  10th  October;  223  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  10th  November  and  417  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  17th  December. 

82  west  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  3rd  November. 

Scaup  Aythya  marila 

Thirty  inland  records  of  one  to  three  birds  from  every  month  of  the  year,  with  60  per 
cent  of  occurrences  from  September  to  December.  Four  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  17th 
October  was  the  only  larger  party. 

Irregular  on  the  Humber  at  Spurn  with  12  on  1st  January  and  20  on  10th  April,  but 
otherwise  only  single  figures  on  six  dates  up  to  12th  May  and  on  two  dates  at  the  year-end. 

Very  light  coastal  passage  all  records  being  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  and  mostly  of 
one  to  three  birds.  Exceptions  were,  off  Hornsea  five  on  14th  October,  seven  on  4th,  and 
ten  south  on  10th  November;  off  Spurn  20  south  on  3rd  November,  and  off  Burniston  five 
south  on  11th  November. 

Eider  Somateria  mollissima 

Although  birds  occurred  at  some  coastal  sites  in  every  month  numbers  were  low  in  the 
early  months,  apart  from  18  north  at  Ravenscar  on  21st  January,  and  a flock  on  the 
Humber  at  Spurn  which  peaked  at  40  in  January  and  February,  and  72  in  March.  31  south 
at  Spurn  on  18th  March;  24  at  Flamborough  on  1st  April,  and  30  on  the  Humber  on  7th 
April. 

Considerable  movement,  mainly  northerly,  in  November  from  2nd  to  11th,  with  peaks 
at  Filey  of  29  on  3rd  and  1 18  on  9th;  at  Flamborough  28  on  5th,  33  on  9th  and  45  on  10th; 
at  Hornsea  22  (19  south)  on  4th  and  32  on  9th,  and  at  Spurn  a total  of  49  in  five  days  plus 
15  east  on  8th. 

The  only  record  away  from  the  coast  was  during  this  period  of  nine  flying  east  at  Saltend 
on  8th  November. 

During  December  60  at  Filey  on  2nd,  32  on  24th,  then  25  to  the  year-end;  97  at 
Flamborough  on  15th  and  at  Spurn  55  east  on  2nd,  and  25  on  the  Humber  on  4th. 

Long-tailed  Duck  Clangula  hyemalis 

Scarce  along  the  coast  in  the  first  six  months,  and  none  anywhere  between  late  June  and 
late  September. 

At  Flamborough,  three  on  1st,  and  six  on  8th  and  9th  January;  four  on  15th  and  six  on 
19th  February;  two  on  7th  and  one  on  11th  May;  singles  at  Spurn  on  21st  April;  Filey  on 
5th  May,  and  at  Easington  from  11th  to  17th  June. 

Inland,  one  at  Hay-a-Park  on  4th  and  22nd  January,  and  a female  at  Thrybergh  Res. 
from  18th  February  to  16th  March  and  on  19th;  at  Denaby  Ings  on  18th  March  and  Elsecar 
Res.  on  3rd  April. 

One  north  at  Scarborough  on  25th  September,  and  three  south  at  Burniston  on  22nd 
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October.  Three  at  Hornsea  on  14th  October.  A total  of  18  at  Spurn  (mostly  south) 
between  21st  and  28th  October,  and  four  between  2nd  and  5th  November. 

Singles  at  a few  of  the  coastal  watch-points  during  November  and  December,  but  two 
each  at  North  Bay,  Scarborough  on  5th  November,  south  at  Burniston  on  11th  November, 
and  at  Filey  on  12th  December.  Four  north  at  Bridlington  on  17th  November. 

At  Hornsea  Mere  one  to  two  on  most  days  between  27th  October  and  8th  December, 
and  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  one  on  4th  November,  and  two  from  5th  November  to  16th 
December. 

Elsewhere  inland  singles  at  Bransholme  S.F.  (Hull)  from  15th  November  to  18th 
December,  and  at  Bolton-on-Swale  from  26th  November  to  27th  December. 

Common  Scoter  Melanitta  nigra 

The  flock  in  Bridlington  Bay  was  smaller  than  in  1982  and  1983,  usually  being  of  less 
than  100  with  a peak  of  118  on  25th  February.  160  at  Filey  on  28th  February,  and  100  in 
the  Bay  during  early  March.  Present  regularly  on  the  Humber  at  Spurn  with  respective 
maxima  during  the  first  six  months  of  80,  100,  67,  62,  140  and  178. 

Moderate  records  of  sea  passage  in  July  and  August,  included  116  at  Flamborough  on 
3rd  July,  and  over  100  on  a few  other  days;  230  at  Spurn  on  31st  July;  139  north  at 
Scarborough  on  2nd  August,  and  an  August  peak  of  135  at  Spurn.  Fewer  during 
September  and  October  apart  from  176  at  Hornsea  on  24th  September. 

Considerable  movement  in  early  November  particularly  well  noted  off  Flamborough, 
with  126  on  3rd;  115  on  9th;  205  on  10th,  and  162  on  11th;  also  169  at  Hornsea  and  54  at 
Spurn  on  10th,  and  173  south  at  Filey  and  184  at  Burniston  (where  also  22  north)  on  11th 
November. 

121  at  Spurn  on  2nd,  and  100  at  Flamborough  on  9th  December. 

Inland,  singles  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  15th  April  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  2nd  August, 
and  35  flew  west  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  November.  In  V.C.  63  nine  spring  records  at  five 
sites  between  12th  February  and  29th  May,  including  seven  at  Baitings  Res.  on  the  latter 
date.  Also  in  V.C.  63  occurred  at  seven  sites  on  13  dates  from  27th  July  onwards  mostly  in 
parties  of  six  or  less,  but  18  flew  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  28th  July,  and  Pugney’s  G.P. 
had  nine  on  8th  November  and  15  on  14th  December. 

A poor  year  in  V.C.  64,  with  only  12  records  from  nine  waters  of  one  to  four  in  the 
months  April,  July,  August  and  November,  except  for  five  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  9th 
November  which  may  have  been  the  same  as  five  at  Sprotbrough  on  8th. 

Surf  Scoter  Melanitta  perspicillata 

An  immature  male  flying  north  at  Flamborough  on  20th  October  landed  in  Selwick’s 
Bay  (JCL,  AMA,  PAL,  AS). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Velvet  Scoter  Melanitta  fusca 

Very  scarce  before  October;  the  only  exceptions  to  the  singles  noted  at  a few 
watch-points  were,  three  in  Cayton  Bay  on  1st,  and  two  south  at  Spurn  on  15th  January, 
where  there  were  three  on  12th  and  13th,  and  two  on  18th  April. 

On  17th  October  seven  off  Filey  and  five  south  at  Spurn. 

The  bulk  of  sightings  came  in  the  first  half  of  November  mostly  of  birds  moving  south. 
These  included  13  at  Spurn  on  5th  and  18  at  Filey  on  9th,  with  respective  maxima  of  five 
and  six  at  Hornsea  and  Flamborough  during  this  period. 

In  December  nine  at  Flamborough  and  three  at  Hornsea  on  9th,  and  two  north  at  Long 
Nab,  Burniston  on  16th. 

The  only  inland  records  were  singles  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  15th  and  24th  November,  and 
at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  15th  to  23rd  December. 

Goldeneye  Bucephala  clangula 

Maxima  in  the  early  months  of  58  on  18th  February  and  68  on  11th  March  at  Tophill 
Low  Res.;  180  on  21st  March  at  Hornsea  Mere;  33  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  25th,  and  20  at 
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Wintersett  Res.  on  21st  January;  21  at  Swillington  Ings  on  20th  February;  40  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  on  19th  March,  28  on  the  Lower  Derwent  on  20th,  32  at  Fairburn  Ings  on 
24th,  23  at  Eccup  Res  on  29th,  29  at  Hay-a-Park  on  30th  March  and  24  at  Gouthwaite  Res. 
also  in  March. 

A peak  of  278  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  8th  April  as  birds  began  to  leave  the  county. 

A rapid  decline  in  numbers  during  April,  with  the  majority  having  departed  by  24th 
May.  One  to  two  appeared  at  various  dates  on  nine  waters  between  late  May  and  early 
September. 

Four  on  Malham  Tarn  on  5th  September  and  on  Eccup  Res.  by  25th  September. 

A few  arrived  in  early  October,  but  a steady  influx  was  apparent  from  20th,  and  an 
additional  influx  took  place  on  18th  and  19th  November. 

Late  maxima  included  in  November,  50  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  23  at  Eccup  Res.  and  36  at 
Pugney’s  G.P.  on  18th;  20  at  Nosterfield  G.P.,  and  27  at  Leighton  Res.  on  19th,  and  75  at 
Hornsea  Mere  on  24th.  During  December,  42  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  14th;  48  at  Tophill 
Low  Res.  on  23rd;  26  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  22  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  31st,  and  25  in  the 
Brandesburton  area  and  23  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  during  the  month. 

19  at  Filey  on  7th  February,  and  11  south  at  Spurn  on  16th  October,  but  the  only 
significant  coastal  movements  were  in  the  first  half  of  November,  with  18  south  at  Spurn 
on  1st  and  3rd;  25  south  on  11th,  and  21  north  and  six  south  on  18th,  at  Long  Nab, 
Burniston;  19  at  Filey  on  17th,  and  up  the  Humber  at  Blacktoft  Sands  24  west  on  3rd 
November. 

Smew  Mergus  albellus 

The  male  on  the  Ingbirchworth  reservoirs  remained  until  20th  April,  and  what  was 
doubtless  the  same  returned  on  24th  November.  Also  appeared  at  Gunthwaite  on  11th 
January  and  12th  February,  and  Wentworth  on  21st  January,  and  probably  the  same  at 
Thrybergh  Res.  on  25th  and  26th  January. 

Redheads  at  Welton  Water  to  3rd  January;  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  to  25th  January  and  from 
16th  to  23rd  November;  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  28th  February;  west  over  Blacktoft 
Sands  on  26th  December,  and  at  Hay-a-Park  G.P.  on  16th  (two). 


Smew 
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Red-breasted  Merganser  Mergus  serrator 

Occurred  regularly  off  the  coast  in  small  numbers  at  Scarborough,  Flamborough, 
Hornsea  and  Spurn,  and  recorded  in  every  month  at  Filey.  On  15th  July  six  north  at 
Hornsea  and  Flamborough  and  14  north  at  Filey.  On  24th  September  six  north  at 
Hornsea  and  nine  at  Flamborough.  Highest  numbers  in  early  November,  with  at  Spurn  12 
south  on  3rd,  and  15  south  on  4th;  at  Hornsea  seven  south  on  3rd,  and  20  on  4th;  at 
Flamborough  eight,  and  at  Filey  13  north  on  6th. 

Nine  at  Castle  Howard  on  29th  February. 

Occurred  on  twelve  inland  waters,  mostly  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  up  to  25th  May  in 
parties  of  one  to  three. 

Westerly  movement  up  the  Humber  of  four  at  Sunk  Island  on  16th  June,  and  nine  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  1st  July. 

Up  to  two  along  the  River  Ribble  from  April  to  June,  and  singles  at  Ringstone  Edge 
Res.  on  1st  and  Swinsty  Res.  on  5th  July.  Two  on  Broomhead  Res.  on  5th  September.  ? 

One  to  three  on  six  inland  waters  in  V.C.  61,  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  between  1st  October 
and  23rd  November,  and  as  earlier  in  the  year  birds  usually  only  remained  for  one  day. 

11  south-west  over  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  6th  October,  and  four  north  over  High  Batts  on 
11th  November. 


Goosander  Mergus  merganser 

Another  good  breeding  season  along  the  rivers  of  the  Dales.  Five  broods  on  the  Ribble 
near  Settle;  ten  broods  on  the  Wharfe  between  Ilkley  and  the  Strid,  and  also  broods  at 
Kettlewell  and  Buckden;  a brood  of  12  on  the  Skirfare;  three  broods  on  the  Ure  above 
Ripon  and  two  at  Leyburn,  and  one  on  the  Swale  at  Grinton.  Pairs  in  other  suitable 
habitats  along  the  Swale  and  its  tributaries.  A pair  on  a tributary  of  the  Skirfare  deserted 
18  eggs. 

In  V.C.  62  a female  with  five  ducklings  in  Duncombe  Park  on  9th  June. 

Outside  the  breeding  season  the  species  is  quite  scarce  away  from  the  Dales  and  the 
associated  wetlands,  except  at  Castle  Howard  Lake  which  had  early  monthly  maxima  of 
29,  31  and  49  (4th  March),  then  28  on  27th  November,  and  53  on  31st  December.  Also  in 
the  east  of  the  county  13  at  Crabley  Creek  on  29th  January;  ten  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on 
11th  and  12th  March,  and  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  12th  April,  and  14  on  the  River  Ouse  at 
Riccal  on  13th  December. 

Very  scarce  along  the  coast,  with  six  at  Flamborough  on  18th  March,  and  at  Hornsea  on 
3rd  November  as  the  highest  counts. 

Early  maxima  in  the  west  of  32  at  Lumley  Moor  on  1st  January;  76  at  Leighton/ 
Roundhill  Res.;  37  at  Knotford  Nook;  38  at  Chelker  Res.;  45  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  54  at 
Hay-a-Park  G.P.  all  during  February,  and  at  Eccup  Res.  134  on  31st  January;  116  on  2nd 
February;  130  on  4th  March,  and  55  on  7th  April. 

December  maxima  of  79  at  Eccup  Res.;  52  at  Leighton  Res.;  37  at  Ripley  and  32  at 
Bishop  Monkton. 

Scarce  in  V.C.  63,  with  eight  at  Ardsley  Res.  on  29th  January,  and  six  at  Blackmoorfoot 
Res.  on  5th  November,  as  the  highest  counts  of  the  two  winters. 

Ruddy  Duck  Oxyura  jamaicensis 

Singles  at  Southfield  Res.  on  4th  January  and  Old  Denaby  on  20th  and  21st  February, 
and  up  to  four  at  Wintersett  in  those  months,  with  a general  return  to  favoured  sites  from 
11th  March  into  May. 

Bred  at  Harewood  Park,  Mickletown  Ings,  Allerton  Bywater,  Fairburn  Ings,  Broomhill 
Flash  and  probably  at  Hornsea  Mere.  A total  of  nine  pairs  reared  19  young,  although 
young  were  lost  at  two  of  the  sites. 

One  to  three  at  11  other  waters  on  occasional  dates  between  April  and  November.  Nine 
at  Mickletown  Ings  on  23rd  May  was  the  largest  number  of  adults  at  any  water. 

Few  in  the  county  in  December  apart  from  up  to  four  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  two  at 
Eccup  Res.  on  25th. 


24 


Honey  Buzzard  Pernis  apivorus 

One  south  at  Spurn  on  17th  September  and  a dark  phase  north  at  Kilnsea  on  19th  (PS). 
One  at  Redmires,  Sheffield  on  21st  September  (KC). 

Red  Kite  Milvus  milvus 

One  found  dead  in  Richmond  on  31st  December  (JJ  per  RT). 

White-tailed  Eagle  Haliaeetus  albicilla 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  An  immature  found  dead  on  the  shore  at  Bridlington  on 
15th  November  (per  GB,  UP). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Marsh  Harrier  Circus  aeruginosas 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Spurn  on  13th  and  Flamborough  on  29th  April.  Singles  at  Spurn  on 
9th  and  1 1th  May  and  1st  June;  at  Filey  on  12th  May;  at  Broomfleet  on  25th  and  30th  May, 
and  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  10th  June.  One  at  Filey  on  22nd  and  singles  at  Spurn  on  15th  and 
29th  August. 

Creamcrown  in  the  York  area  on  18th  and  23rd  May  and  an  adult  female  on  8th  June. 
V.C.  62:  One  over  the  Forge  Valley  on  20th  April  and  a creamcrown  quartered  heather 
moor  on  Black  Hambleton  for  15  minutes  on  26th  April  (HOB). 

V.C.  63:  A female  at  Southfield  Res.  on  19th  April;  an  immature  male  at  Thorpe  Marsh 
on  11th  May  and  a female  there  on  10th  June.  At  Blacktoft  Sands  13  birds  recorded. 
These  were  an  immature  male  on  27th  April;  sub-adult  males  from  2nd  to  4th  May  and  on 
23rd  May,  and  an  adult  male  on  12th  and  13th  May.  Distinct  adult  females  from  5th  to  7th 
June;  15th  to  19th  June  with  a second  on  15th  and  16th;  from  22nd  June  to  11th  July,  and 
on  7th  August.  An  immature  male  from  22nd  to  23rd  July;  creamcrowns  on  11th  August 
and  1st  and  2nd  September,  and  an  adult  female  from  2nd  to  5th  September. 

V.C.  64:  A male  south  over  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  19th  May.  A female 
south  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  5th  June.  Single  creamcrowns  near  Austwick  on  24th  July, 
and  Dallowgill  on  12th  August. 

V.C.  65:  One  shot  near  Catterick  that  had  been  ringed  as  pullus  in  Norfolk  on  9th  July 
1983,  the  ring  being  handed  in  anonymously  on  2nd  February  1984  (per  RT). 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Single  creamcrowns  south  over  Fylingdales  Moor  on  4th 
May  and  Wheeldale  Moor  on  14th  May  (JMc). 
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Hen  Harrier  Circus  cyaneus 

V.C.  61:  Up  to  five,  including  three  males,  roosted  at  Cowden  Range  in  the  early 
months,  the  last  being  one  on  19th  April;  and  then  from  18th  November  three  roosted  of 
which  two  were  males.  Some  of  these  birds  would  account  for  the  many  sightings  along  the 
coast  down  to  Spurn,  and  along  the  lower  reaches  of  the  Humber.  Up  to  two  at  Hornsea 
Mere  where  one  occasionally  roosted. 

Occasional  records  of  one  to  two  up  to  late  April,  and  from  early  September,  at  25 
localities. 

V.C.  62:  Two  ringtails  at  Hutton  Buschel  on  2nd  January,  and  two  regularly  in  the 
Bransdale  area  in  January  and  February,  and  probably  during  December.  Ringtails  at 
Thorn  Park,  Scarborough  on  1st  April  and  at  Ravenscar  on  7th  December.  A male  at 
Fylingdales  on  23rd  April. 

V.C.  63:  The  Blacktoft  Sands  roost  regularly  had  up  to  six  in  the  early  months,  with  a 
peak  of  eight  (two  males)  from  late  January  into  February,  and  the  last  one  on  23rd  April. 
One  there  on  18th  August  and  then  a build-up  to  five  after  23rd  October  including  one 
adult  male.  Up  to  four  roosted  on  Broomhead  Moor  in  both  winters,  including  an  adult 
male  in  the  early  months. 

Singles  at  four  other  sites  in  the  early  months  and  five  in  November  and  December 
mainly  on  one  date  only. 

No  breeding  reported  although  birds  displayed  at  one  locality. 

V.C.  64:  A total  of  40  reports  was  fewer  than  usual,  and  all  but  six  of  these  were  from 
upland  areas.  Three  near  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  14th  October  and  9th  December,  and  on 
Barden  Fell  on  7th  December. 

V.C.  65:  Ringtails  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  15th  January,  and  at  Leighton  on  1st  October 
and  1st  December. 

Montagu’s  Harrier  Circus  pygargus 

A female  or  immature  at  Blacktoff  Sands  on  1st  and  6th  August.  A male  on  Barden  Fell 
on  6th  May  (PMW). 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  A female  displaying  and  nest  building  at  a site  in  the 
county  from  23rd  to  25th  May.  Not  present  on  subsequent  visits  and  no  nest  found. 

Goshawk  Accipiter  gentilis 

Breeding  known  to  have  been  attempted  in  three  of  the  vice-counties,  but  with  a 
regrettable  lack  of  success  due  to  human  interference  in  the  south. 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  8th  March  and  26th  August  (AMA);  one  from  7th 
to  10th  November  (PAL)  and  another  on  25th  November. 

One  at  Broomfleet  on  6th  October  (TAE),  and  one  at  Tophill  on  17th  (BR,  PMS). 

V.C.  62:  One  at  Helmsley  on  22nd  February  (DW),  and  one  at  Ravenscar  on  11th 
March  (TME). 

V.C.  63:  Two  at  Sprotbrough  on  21st  April,  and  singles  on  three  dates  to  10th  May.  A 
female  north  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  22nd  March.  Singles  at  Whitley  Common  on  22nd 
April,  and  over  Barnsley  General  Hospital  on  30th  September.  A male  west  at  Wintersett 
on  8th,  and  a female  at  High  Melton  on  9th  December. 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  Arncliffe  on  20th  and  21st  April  (SPS,  DJS)  and  1st  December 
(KM);  at  Roundhay  Park  (RCH)  and  Staveley  Lagoons  (GTF)  on  27th  April,  and  in  the 
Valley  of  Desolation  on  4th  November  (PMW). 

Records  from  some  localities  have  been  withheld  at  the  request  of  the  observers. 

Sparrowhawk  Accipiter  nisus 

V.C.  61:  Continues  to  increase  in  the  east  of  the  vice-county  with  definite  breeding  from 
five  localities,  and  probable  from  three  others.  Recorded  at  38  sites  in  the  York  area  at 
some  of  which  breeding  would  occur. 

Coastal  migration  noted,  with  maxima  of  six  at  Flamborough  on  11th  and  25th 
November. 
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V.C.  62:  Well  recorded  in  the  vice-county  from  17  localities.  An  interesting  record  of 
one  pursuing  its  prey  inside  a workshop  in  Malton. 

V.C.  63:  Widely  reported  throughout  the  year  with  a general  consensus  from  societies 
that  the  species  continues  to  increase.  24  pairs  bred  and  seven  possibly  bred,  in  addition  to 
the  very  substantial  population  in  the  Sheffield  area.  Five  pairs  known  to  have  been 
robbed. 

V.C.  64:  Remains  common  and  widespread  though  fewer  noted  in  the  Settle  area  than 
in  any  year  since  1977.  Three  preyed  on  Starling,  Sturnus  vulgaris  at  the  Farnham  roost 
between  July  and  September.  Six  at  High  Batts  Reserve  on  10th  November,  and  in  the 
Fewston  and  Swinsty  area  on  6th  December.  Four  south  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  14th 
October. 

V.C.  65:  Widespread  in  the  breeding  season  with  two  nests  located.  A male  stunned 
itself  on  a classroom  window  on  16th  February.  It  had  been  ringed  as  a pullus  in 
Northumberland  on  8th  July  1982  a distance  of  78  km  which  is  exceptional  for  a 
Sparrowhawk.  Recovered  and  released  later  (RT). 


Buzzard  Buteo  buteo 

The  status  of  this  species  remains  much  as  it  has  been  for  many  years.  Present 
throughout  the  year  in  the  Dales  with  a considerable  increase  there  during  the  winter 
months.  Wandering  birds  can  be  seen  in  any  part  of  the  county  outside  the  breeding 
season,  but  generally  are  only  recorded  on  single  dates  before  moving  on. 

Pairs  noted  at  three  localities  one  of  which  may  be  a breeding  site. 

As  in  1983  more  than  50  records  but  this  year  the  emphasis  was  on  the  last  five  months. 

Noteworthy  records  from  the  vice-counties: 

V.C.  61:  One  in  the  Drewton  and  Weedley  area  until  at  least  9th  February.  A dark 
individual  in  the  Hornsea  area  from  24th  November  to  the  year-end.  One  near  Bishop 
Wilton  from  early  November  to  the  year-end.  One  flew  over  York  on  5th  September,  and 
another  was  flushed  from  a tree  near  Walmgate  Stray  on  31st  December  and  then  flew 
east  over  the  University. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Bolton-on-Dearne  on  1st  May  and  Bentley  near  Doncaster  on  13th 
July. 

V.C.  64:  The  Leighton  and  Roundhill  Res.  area  regularly  had  three  and  occasionally  up 
to  five  from  mid  September  to  the  year-end. 


Rough-legged  Buzzard  Buteo  lagopus 

One  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  7th  and  11th  February  (TED).  Singles  at 
Bransdale  on  10th  March  (AB);  Timble  Moor  on  18th  (GTF),  and  north  at  Spurn  on  21st. 

The  majority  of  the  records  were  during  November.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  10th 
November;  Bempton  on  12th  (SHH);  and  at  Filey  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  (flying  west)  on 
17th.  One  at  Spurn  from  19th  to  22nd  November,  and  another  there  on  24th  had  an 
injured  leg,  and  having  been  caught  was  put  into  care,  but  despite  adequate  attention  died 
in  May  1985  (DH).  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  24th  November  (PAL,  JCL);  Filey  on  25th 
(DS,  HJW)  and  at  Jackson’s  Bay  on  26th  (KW),  may  all  have  been  sightings  of  the  same 
individual. 

Several  sightings  of  two  different  birds  on  the  Yorkshire  and  Derbyshire  border  at 
Howden  Res.  between  10th  November  and  the  year-end  (many  observers),  and  one  of 
these  at  Broomhead  Moor  on  9th  December  (DJS). 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Singles  on  Levisham  Moor  on  13th  April;  at  Bransdale  on 
22nd  April  and  Fylingdales  on  5th  May  (JMcL,  MC). 


Golden  Eagle  Aquila  chrysaetos 

An  immature  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  29th  January  (PJC);  near  Roundhill  Res.  during 
April  {per  AFGW)  and  on  Arnagill  Moor  on  26th  May  (KM).  Presumably  the  same  bird 
throughout. 
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Osprey  Pandion  haliaetus 

A good  year  with  a particularly  good  passage  during  May. 

During  April  singles  at  Catterick  Bridge  on  4th;  Driffield  Beck  on  25th,  and  Leighton 
Res.  and  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  28th  and  29th.  In  early  May  at  least  seven  individuals  on 
five  days,  with  singles  at  High  Batts  on  4th;  Fountains  Abbey  and  Farnham  on  5th  and  6th; 
Fairburn  Ings  and  Thrybergh  on  6th;  Wessenden  and  Aysgarth  Falls  on  7th,  and 
Wath-on-Dearne  on  8th.  Singles  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  10th  and  15th  May;  at 
Ingbirchworth  Res.  on  19th;  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  and  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  20th;  at 
Broomfleet  Ponds  on  23rd,  Fairburn  Ings  on  24th,  and  over  Knaresborough  Ringing 
Station  on  27th  May. 

One  at  Nunnington  for  a week  in  mid  June;  one  south  along  the  River  Hull  at  Tophill  on 
13th;  one  north  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  16th,  and  one  at  Castle  Howard  Lake  on  16th  and 
17th  June. 

One  remained  in  the  Harewood  Bridge  to  Arthington  Viaduct  area  from  14th  to  19th 
July. 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  28th  August  and  3rd  September;  at  Flamborough  on  16th,  and 
Bouthwaite  on  23rd  September. 

Kestrel  Falco  tinnunculus 

It  is  difficult  to  establish  any  change  in  status  for  this  common  species.  However,  in  the 
Sheffield  district  there  is  evidence  of  a decline  in  certain  upland  areas  during  the  last  few 
years,  and  in  V.C.  64  in  a few  areas  there  is  a reduction  in  the  numbers  proved  to  be 
breeding. 

The  autumn  passage  along  the  coast  was  the  least  marked  since  1980,  with  six  on  21st 
October  at  Spurn  as  the  highest  daily  count. 

Red-footed  Falcon  Falco  vespertinus 

A male  over  Lane  Top,  Sheffield  on  8th  July  (CJ). 

Under  consideration  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Addition  to  the  1977  Report:  One  in  Upper  Derwentdale  on  the  county  border  on  28th 
May  (DG,  DH,  MET),  and  another  at  Spurn  on  29th  June  (RDP). 

Both  the  1977  records  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Merlin  Falco  columbarius 

V.C.  61:  Observed  during  both  winters  along  the  coast  and  estuary  at  many  localities, 
and  at  some  inland  areas  particularly  at  Tophill  Low  and  along  the  Lower  Derwent.  Some 
coastal  passage  during  the  autumn  usually  of  ones  and  twos,  but  three  at  Flamborough  on 
16th  September. 

V.C.  62:  Only  four  records  in  the  winter  months  with  two  early  and  two  late  in  the  year. 
V.C.  63:  Apparently  increased  in  the  area  in  both  winter  periods  particularly  in  the 
lowlands.  About  70  records  up  to  20th  April,  and  even  more  from  24th  July  including  31 
dates  at  Wath  Ings  during  this  period. 

V.C.  64:  An  increase  in  records  compared  to  1983,  but  still  down  on  earlier  years.  Some 
remained  on  the  moorlands  during  the  winter  probably  due  to  mild  weather  conditions. 
Reported  from  23  localities. 

V.C.  65:  Only  reported  from  two  sites  in  the  winter. 

About  40  pairs  bred  in  the  county. 

Hobby  Falco  subbuteo 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  24th  and  26th  April  (PAL,  JCL),  and  at  Kilnsea  on 
5th  June  (SHH,  DH).  One  south  at  Spurn  on  30th  May;  another  there  on  27th  July;  and 
one  regularly  near  the  Warren  from  13th  to  21st  August.  Singles  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on 
16th  August  (KJA),  and  Filey  Brigg  on  26th  August  (AB)  and  at  Broomfleet  on  1st 
September  (TAE).  One  at  Flamborough  on  16th  September,  and  a very  late  bird  there  on 
16th  November  (PAL). 

V.C.  62:  Singles  at  Castle  Howard  on  24th  August  (DW)  and  Lebberton  on  29th  (PD). 
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Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Adults  at  four  sites  on  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors 
between  8th  June  (one)  and  15th  July  (two). 

V.C.  63:  In  May  singles  at  Wath  on  24th  and  Sprotbrough  on  31st.  June  records  at 
Sprotbrough  on  2nd,  Bolton  Tip  on  18th  and  Mattersey  Wood  on  24th.  In  July  at  Thorne 
on  7th;  Thorpe  Marsh  on  10th;  Hatfield  on  11th;  Wath  on  19th,  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
26th  and  29th,  when  another  was  at  Wath.  In  August  singles  at  Wintersett  on  6th,  and  at 
Thorpe  Marsh  on  6th  and  8th;  at  Sprotbrough  on  19th,  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  19th  and 
23rd.  One  at  Concord  Park,  Sheffield  on  4th  September. 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  13th  April  (RS)  and  at  Bishop  Thornton  on  3rd 
May  (TS).  On  21st  July  singles  at  Ripon  Parks  (CS  et  al),  and  Knaresborough  Ringing 
Station  (RE  et  al).  During  August  an  adult  at  Gouthwaite  on  18th  (KM);  an  immature  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  18th,  19th  and  29th  (CW);  an  adult  at  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on 
25th  (JLCG),  and  on  26th  when  an  immature  also  appeared  (PTT),  as  one  did  again  on 
10th  September  (PTT).  An  adult  at  High  Batts  on  13th  September  (SW),  and  a juvenile 
there  on  13th  October  (TJS,  LT  et  al). 

Peregrine  Falco  peregrinus 

V.C.  61:  An  increased  number  of  occurrences,  with  birds  regularly  at  Filey  and 
Flamborough  up  to  22nd  April.  Others  at  Ulrome  on  7th,  and  York  on  31st  January; 
Atwick  on  14th  February,  and  Tophill  Low  on  25th  April.  One  at  Filey  Brigg  on  2nd 
August. 

After  one  at  Bempton  on  16th  September,  birds  at  Filey  on  at  least  ten  days,  and  at 
Flamborough  on  nine  (with  three  on  3rd  November)  during  the  autumn  and  early  winter. 
Other  autumn  sightings  at  Spurn  (three  dates),  Easington,  Seaton  Ross,  Speeton, 
Bempton  (one  date  each)  and  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  (two  dates). 

V.C.  62:  Singles  in  Bransdale  on  7th  January  and  at  Scalby  Mills  on  12th.  One  on  the 
North  Yorkshire  Moors  during  August,  and  one  in  the  Scarborough  area  on  three  dates  in 
October. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  6th  February;  Cleckheaton  on  20th  March, 
and  Cragg  Vale  on  28th  April.  One  at  Broadstones,  Ingbirchworth  on  12th  August,  and 
one  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  21st  September,  with  others  there  on  5th  October  and  2nd 
November.  Also  during  October  two  at  Winscar  on  1st;  one  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  4th;  one 
at  Altofts  on  7th;  one  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  10th,  and  at  Ingbirchworth  Res.  on  28th. 
Singles  over  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  9th,  and  at  Langsett  on  18th  December. 

V.C.  64:  One  at  Denton  on  8th  September.  One  in  the  Ribble  Valley  during  the  autumn 
months.  Singles  at  Masham  on  1st  and  Nosterfield  on  28th  October,  and  Otley  Chevin  on 
10th  December. 

V.C.  65:  Individuals  at  Clapgate  Gill,  Whitcliffe  Wood,  Bolton-on-Swale  and  Leighton 
on  various  autumn  dates. 

Several  pairs  bred  successfully  in  the  county. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Three  records  of  singles  in  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors 
during  April  and  May. 

Red  Grouse  Lagopus  lagopus 

Very  little  information  received,  with  counts  of  over  100  on  Broomhead  Moor  on  5th 
November  and  at  Langsett  on  9th  December,  being  the  highest  reported.  Bags  on  these 
southern  moors  are  known  to  have  declined  in  recent  years  and  are  apparently  only  about 
a quarter  of  the  number  claimed  about  ten  years  ago  (Birds  of  the  Sheffield  Area). 

Black  Grouse  Tetrao  tetrix 

The  only  report  from  the  main  stronghold  in  Langstrothdale  is  of  11  males  and  a female 
at  the  Green  Field  lek  on  23rd  May.  Elsewhere  a female  at  Colsterdale  on  2nd  February; 
up  to  two  pairs  near  Gouthwaite  from  13th  February  to  10th  June;  a pair  on  Fountains  Fell 
on  9th  April,  and  a male  at  Cowside  on  13th.  Single  males  at  Colt  Park  in  June  and 
Malham  Tarn  on  19th  August. 
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In  the  Settle  area  two  females  on  Rye  Loaf  Hill  on  3rd  May,  and  up  to  four  birds  at 
Hunter  Bark  during  the  year. 

Further  north  in  V.C.  65,  one  in  Coverdale  on  8th  April,  and  three  on  nearby  Braidley 
Moor  on  20th  April.  In  October  four  near  Snaizeholme,  Widdale  and  on  the  20th  of  that 
month  in  the  Richmond  area  four  males  on  Feldom  Ranges,  and  six  on  Downholme 
Moor.  Also  noted  at  Raydaleside  above  Semerwater. 

Red-legged  Partridge  Alectoris  rufa 

The  only  coveys  of  any  size  in  the  early  months  were  at  Lotherton  Hall,  19  on  29th 
January,  and  at  East  Cottingwith,  20  on  4th  February. 

Reported  as  increasing  in  the  north-west  of  the  Doncaster  area  and  in  the  Barnsley 
area.  Three  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  all  year,  and  one  at  Stainforth  on  3rd  October  were 
the  second  and  third  records  for  the  Settle  area.  Pairs  breeding  at  Arncliffe  and 
Bolton-on-Swale  were  further  evidence  of  continued  extension  of  range. 

Coveys  of  20  to  30  at  Coxwold  on  27th  September;  at  Wheldrake  on  1st,  Fairburn  Ings 
on  14th  and  Knostrop  on  20th  October;  and  at  Dunnington  Corner  and  Tophill  Low  in 
November,  and  one  of  33  at  Wath  Ings  on  17th  October. 

Grey  Partridge  Perdix  perdix 

Reports  on  status  are  mainly  of  a steady  decline  in  particular  at  Filey;  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  York  area;  around  Leeds,  Fairburn  and  Huddersfield,  although  near  Halifax 
and  north-west  of  Doncaster  increases  have  been  noted. 

From  the  evidence  of  the  size  of  the  largest  coveys  reported  annually  to  the  YNU  there 
was  a marked  drop  in  1978-79,  with  numbers  remaining  at  a lower  level  since  those  years. 

34  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  23rd  January;  40  at  Wath  Ings  on  26th  September;  43  at 
Thrybergh  on  4th;  32  at  Knostrop  on  17th,  and  85  (in  eight  coveys)  in  the  Cherry  Cobb 
area  on  21st  October,  and  41  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  28th  December,  were  the  largest  coveys 
reported. 

Quail  Coturnix  coturnix 

Fewer  than  in  any  year  since  1980  although  the  records  included  an  interesting  one  of  a 
family  party  of  at  least  five  at  Londesborough  on  19th  August  (DIMW). 

Apart  from  four  at  Flamborough  on  17th  June,  where  one  was  calling  on  19th,  all  other 
records  were  of  singles  as  follows:  at  Wintersett  on  2nd,  at  Kilnsea  on  3rd,  and  at  Wharfe 
near  Austwick  on  11th  and  12th  June;  at  Gunthwaite  on  9th  July,  and  near  Hovingham  on 
21st  September. 

Pheasant  Phasianus  colchicus 

The  release  of  17,000  birds  near  Wensley  gives  some  idea  of  the  scale  of  input  into  the 
population  in  some  areas.  2,000  were  released  at  Blaxton  G.P.  near  Doncaster,  and 
counts  of  about  150  each  at  Terrington  and  Butterwick  on  30th  October  and  5th 
November  would  be  recently  released  birds. 

An  all  black  female  at  Thorpe  Marsh,  and  white  birds  at  Lutton,  Ampleforth  and 
Lotherton  Hall. 

Water  Rail  Rallus  aquaticus 

One  to  three  at  about  25  localities  in  both  the  first  four  and  last  four  months,  giving  a 
similar  picture  to  1983. 

Higher  counts  at  Fairburn  Ings  of  four  on  5th  January,  and  seven  on  30th  December;  at 
South  Kirkby  five  on  28th  January;  and  peaks  in  the  autumn  months  of  eight  at  Hornsea 
Mere  and  Tophill  Low  Res.,  and  seven  at  Broomfleet. 

Blacktoft  Sands  had  25  on  3rd  December,  and  at  least  three  pairs  bred  here  out  of  a 
possible  total  of  five.  One  pair  thought  to  have  bred  at  Fairburn  Ings. 

Other  spring  records  of  singles  at  Spurn  and  Strensall  in  May,  and  at  Sprotbrough  Flash, 
Potteric  Carr  and  Fulford  Ings  in  June. 
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Spotted  Crake  Porzana  porzana 

One  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  13th  to  16th  September  (BE,  AMW  et  al),  and  one  at 
Thorpe  Marsh  on  5th  November  (MB,  JW). 

A male  reported  as  calling  and  singing  at  Fulford  Ings  on  several  dates  in  May  and  June 
(York  O.C.). 

A juvenile  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  7th  to  30th  September  and  an  adult  there  from 
11th  to  25th  September  (JBL,  IF,  TR,  RL  et  al). 


Corncrake  Crex  crex 

One  calling  at  Arncliffe  from  16th  to  23rd  June  (CEV  et  al).  One  calling  at  Gilling  West 
near  Richmond  on  22nd  July  was  last  heard  on  24th  August.  One  flew  into  Clubley’s  field. 
Spurn  on  12th  September.  One  flushed  at  Hopewell  House  Farm  near  Knaresborough  on 
13th  October.  One  at  Broomfleet  on  10th  and  14th  September  (TAE). 

Moorhen  Gallinula  chloropus 

As  reported  in  1983  predation  by  Mink,  Mustela  vison  is  affecting  the  population  in  the 
Dales.  None  were  found  on  the  River  Wharfe  above  the  junction  with  the  River  Skirfare 
despite  several  searches  during  the  summer,  and  one  at  Arncliffe  on  the  latter  river  was 
the  first  there  for  three  years.  Also  scarce  along  the  Rivers  Nidd  and  Skell,  and  in  the 
Settle  area. 

Counts  of  over  50  were  of  84  in  the  Atwick,  Skipsea  and  Bewholme  areas,  and  60  at 
Broomfleet  in  February;  65  at  Skipton  S.W.  on  25th  February  and  50  on  11th  November; 
88  at  Fairburn  Ings  in  late-July  to  mid-August;  53  at  Esholt  S.W.  on  25th  September,  and 
in  V.C.  63,  60  at  Wentworth  on  21st  January,  and  at  Wath  Ings  on  28th  October,  but  the 
largest  count  was  250  at  Potteric  Carr  on  29th  December. 

Good  breeding  concentrations  included  15  pairs  at  Broomfleet,  20  at  Blacktoft  Sands 
and  30  at  Thorpe  Marsh. 
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Coot  Fulica  atra 

High  numbers  at  many  waters  in  January  including  500  at  Bolton-on-Swale;  470  at 
Farnham  G.P.;  446  at  Hay-a-Park  G.P.;  400  at  Fairburn  Ings;  560  at  Wintersett  Res.,  and 
491  at  Pugney’s  G.P.,  but  fewer  at  Mickletown  Ings  (255)  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  (165).  On 
12th  February  and  27th  April  500  at  Wheldrake  Ings. 

Autumn  peaks  of  545  at  Bolton-on-Swale  in  August;  2,250  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  29th 
September,  and  about  2,000  there  throughout  October;  1,086  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th 
October,  with  800-1,000  there  in  November  and  December;  450  at  Malham  Tarn  on  10th 
November,  and  571  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  31st  December,  and  peaks  of  200  to  300  at 
Wintersett  Res.,  Potteric  Carr,  Mickletown  Ings  and  the  Lower  Derwent  during  the 
autumn  months. 

Crane  Grus  grus 

Two  north  over  Blacktoft  Sands  on  26th  April  (AG). 

One  came  into  Wheldrake  Ings  on  19th  May,  stayed  for  about  40  minutes  then  departed 
to  the  east  (DW).  One  at  Crabley  Creek  on  7th  September  (TED)  was  at  Sunk  Island 
(JW),  Kilnsea  (MLD,  JMP)  and  Spurn  on  8th,  and  then  in  the  Kilnsea/Easington/ 
Welwick  areas  until  at  least  15th  (SML  et  al). 

An  immature  at  Barmston  on  24th  (STH  et  al)  and  25th  November  (GRB). 

All  the  above  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

An  immature  at  Flamborough  on  11th  April  (PAL,  JMP  et  al). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Oystercatcher  Haematopus  ostralegus 

Bred  in  V.C.  61  at  Partington  Haven,  and  possibly  at  Brough  and  Lissett,  and  as  in 
recent  years  about  eight  pairs  in  the  Lower  Derwent  and  Pocklington  Canal  area.  In  V.C. 
63  a pair  at  Blacktoft  Sands  laid  but  were  flooded  out.  In  V.C.  64  at  least  40  pairs  bred  at 
sites  in  the  Dales,  but  not  all  were  successful  due  to  disturbance  and  flash  flooding.  On  the 
River  Ure  between  Middleham  and  Wensley  in  V.C.  65  at  least  six  pairs  bred,  and  small 
numbers  were  at  other  sites  including  two  pairs  at  Brompton-on-Swale. 

Some  returned  to  inland  sites  in  February,  but  the  majority  appeared  in  March.  26  .at 
Masham  on  3rd  March;  47  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  11th,  and  64  in  the  Ribble  Valley  on 
13th.  50  at  Arncliffe  on  21st  July;  29  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  27th,  and  70  at  Grimwith 
on  6th  August  were  the  only  other  high  counts  at  inland  sites  apart  from  Blacktoft  Sands 
where  a total  of  540  moved  west  between  3rd  July  and  2nd  September,  including  a 
maximum  of  121  on  26th  July. 

269  in  Cornelian  Bay  on  21st  January;  262  in  South  Bay  Scarborough  on  5th  February; 
175  at  Staithes  on  23rd  December,  and  the  Cornelian  Bay  flock  numbered  over  500  on 
26th  August,  and  400  on  17th  September. 

Heavy  coastal  passage  southwards  particularly  in  August.  Counts  included,  on  2nd,  352 
at  Scarborough,  447  at  Filey  and  784  at  Spurn;  on  8th,  183  at  Filey  and  554  at 
Flamborough;  on  14th,  211  at  Filey  and  155  at  Flamborough,  and  on  24th  and  25th  190 
and  202  at  Flamborough.  Also  at  Spurn  285  on  27th  July,  where  birds  departing  north-east 
peaked  at  202  on  19th  March,  and  in  off  the  sea  included  263  on  26th  July  and  217  on  26th 
August. 

The  estuary  counts  were  not  high  and  the  bulk  of  the  birds  were  at  Spurn,  with 
respective  maxima  for  the  first  three  months  of  1,800  (7th),  1,650  (21st),  1,300  (3rd),  and 
for  the  last  three  months  of  2,000  (24th),  2,000  (1st,  5th,  16th)  and  1,300  (16th). 

Avocet  Recurvirostra  recurvirostra 

Three  records  in  March  with  two  at  King  George  Dock,  Hull  on  25th  (EWC),  and 
singles  at  Spurn  on  26th  and  29th.  Another  on  the  Humber  at  Spurn  on  26th  and  27th 
April, 

Singles  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  15th  May  and  17th  September;  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  12th 
June  (SML)  and  Farnham  G.P.  on  15th  June  (JO). 

A flock  of  12  flew  south  over  the  Humber  at  Spurn,  and  alighted  near  ‘black  hut’  on 


32 


16th  November.  Two  were  at  Kilnsea  on  17th,  and  two  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  November 
(SML),  and  one  at  Saltend,  Hull  on  1st  December  (SLJ). 

Little  Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  dubius 

As  usual  a few  individuals  arrived  in  March  and  singles  at  Wintersett  and  Lemonroyd 
Locks,  Swillington  on  21st;  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  25th;  Fairburn  Ings  on  26th;  Bolton 
Ings  on  29th,  and  Wheldrake  Ings  on  1st  April  were  well  in  advance  of  the  numbers  that 
occurred  from  10th  April  to  early  May. 

Breeding  has  occurred  in  V.C.  61  at  many  sites  in  the  last  15  years,  but  from  records 
received  the  species  was  strangely  absent,  with  breeding  behaviour  only  recorded  for  five 
pairs.  One  pair  bred  successfully  in  V.C.  62  rearing  two  young.  The  records  received  for 
V.C.  63  suggest  a considerable  increase  in  breeding  population,  however  this  is  in  part  due 
to  better  coverage  achieved  as  a result  of  B.T.O.  census  work.  Five  societies  within  this 
vice-county  reported  38  pairs  that  raised  41  young,  in  addition  a further  30  pairs  were  in 
the  Doncaster  area  (a  few  of  which  would  be  in  overlap  areas  with  other  societies  and 
included  in  the  total  above). 

24  pairs  bred  in  V.C.  64  rearing  just  less  than  50  young.  Three  pairs  reared  a total  of 
three  young  in  V.C.  65,  and  at  least  five  other  pairs  attempted  to  breed  or  possibly  bred. 

20  at  Altofts  Ings  on  22nd  June,  and  during  July,  28  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  23rd,  29  at 
Wath  Ings  on  26th,  and  20  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  28th. 

Late  individuals  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  18th,  and  Carlton  Marsh  and  Masham  G.P.  on  19th 
September,  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  1st  October. 

Ringed  Plover  Charadrius  hiaticula 

Apart  from  the  wintering  flock  on  the  beaches  south  of  Bridlington  with  183  on  28th 
January  and  118  on  21st  December,  and  counts  of  80  in  January  and  89  in  December  at 
Flamborough;  coastal  counts  were  low  with  maxima  such  as  23  at  Filey,  and  22  near 
Whitby. 

Numbers  wintering  along  the  Humber  were  quite  modest,  with  101  on  15th  January  the 
highest  count  of  either  winter.  Good  passage  numbers  however,  with  in  the  spring  at 
Cherry  Cobb  128  on  3rd  May  increasing  to  319  on  13th,  and  432  on  20th,  and  at  Spurn  a 
peak  of  60  on  30th  May  which  showed  characteristics  of  the  Arctic  race,  C.h.  tundrae. 
Numbers  of  this  race  also  peaked  on  30th  May  at  Blacktoft  Sands  with  76. 

The  autumn  passage  showed  a slightly  different  distribution  of  birds  along  and  near  the 
estuary,  with  maxima  of  140  at  Spurn  in  late  August;  183  at  Saltend  on  20th  August;  210  in 
the  Easington  Lagoons  area  on  1st  September,  and  110  at  Sunk  Island  on  2nd  September. 

Widespread  passage  inland  from  many  localities,  with  records  in  all  months  except 
January,  usually  of  small  numbers,  with  peak  passage  in  May  and  August. 

Ten  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  19th  May;  11  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  28th;  19  at  Nosterfield 
G.P.  on  29th  May  and  10th  July;  11  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  2nd  June;  24  at  Gouthwaite 
Res.  on  10th  August,  and  11  at  Wath  Ings  on  16th. 

One  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  20th  May,  and  a few  at  Hornsea  Mere  and  Tophill  Low  Res. 
showed  characteristics  of  the  race  C.h.  tundrae. 

Two  pairs  reared  five  young  at  Pallet  Hill,  Catterick.  Three  pairs  at  Nosterfield  G.P., 
and  single  pairs  at  Farnham  G.P.,  Ripon  Race  Course,  Gouthwaite  Res.  and  Fairburn 
Ings  attempted  to  breed.  Eight  pairs  located  at  gravel  pits  near  Doncaster. 

Kentish  Plover  Charadrius  alexandrinus 

A male  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  3rd  June  (ADW  et  al). 

Dotterel  Charadrius  morinellus 

A quite  exceptional  year  commencing  with  more  records  than  usual  during  April.  These 
included  one  on  14th  (WG),  and  three  on  27th  (MP  et  al)  on  Rombald’s  Moor;  two  in 
Concord  Park,  Sheffield  on  15th  (JPS);  one  from  15th  to  18th  (JC  et  al),  and  six  on  30th 
(CB)  near  Ingbirchworth;  one  at  Keasden  Head  near  Settle  on  20th  (BS);  five  at 
Holme-on-Spalding  Moor  on  22nd  (DIMW);  nine  on  28th  and  29th  and  13  on  30th  (J  Bew, 
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NC)  at  Crow  Hill,  Halifax  and  14  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  30th  (AG  et  al),  plus  others  on  the 
North  Yorkshire  Moors  detailed  below. 

Birds  remained  at  some  of  these  localities  into  early  May,  with  at  Crow  Hill  six  on  1st; 
ten  on  2nd,  and  one  on  3rd;  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  five  on  1st  and  two  on  3rd.  Fresh 
arrivals  included  a trip  of  seven  at  Ravenscar  on  6th  down  to  two  on  13th  (RNH,  PJD); 
one  at  Spurn  on  6th  and  7th,  and  another  on  28th;  four  to  five  from  9th  to  13th  (JED  et  al) 
and  19  on  19th  (DJS)  near  Ingbirchworth,  and  two  at  Flamborough  from  20th  to  24th  May 
(PAL,  JCL  et  al). 

A flock  at  Swinefleet  which  numbered  26  on  5th  May  (JED)  had  arrived  before  that 
date,  and  increased  during  the  next  few  days  to  35  on  9th,  and  39  on  12th  (JRM),  but  full 
details  did  not  reach  the  YNU. 

Unprecedented  numbers  for  recent  years  on  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors  require 
separate  listing.  These  were  also  first  noted  in  April  and  followed  by  larger  numbers 
during  May.  On  Spaunton  Moor,  two  on  25th  April  and  13  on  8th  May.  On  Glaisdale 
Moor,  ten  on  26th  April  and  three  on  28th,  then  ten  on  1st  May;  28  on  2nd;  51  on  Shunner 
Howe  on  10th  (MN);  39  on  11th;  52  on  12th;  23  on  15th;  25  on  17th;  seven  on  19th  and  one 
on  23rd.  Wheeldale  Moor  had  13  on  30th  April,  then  22  on  4th  and  9th  May.  Rudland 
Rigg  had  four  on  30th  April;  Rosedale  Moor  had  12  on  11th  May,  and  one  was  on 
Helmsley  Moor  on  17th  May.  With  the  one  exception  on  10th  May  all  the  above  were 
reported  by  JMc,  AC  and  TR.  On  20th  May  trips  of  23  and  seven  near  Rosedale  (CB). 

Although  it  is  possible  that  some  of  the  birds  recorded  appeared  at  more  than  one  site  it 
is  probable  that  about  250  occurred  in  the  county  between  14th  April  and  28th  May. 

A few  during  the  autumn,  with  one  on  26th  August  and  three  on  2nd  September  at 
Flamborough  (AMA,  DGH);  two  on  10th  September  and  three  on  13th  at  Easington,  and 
one  at  Sammy’s  Point,  Kilnsga  from  17th  to  22nd  September. 

Additions  to  the  1983  Report:  During  May  one  at  Fylingdales  on  4th;  seven  on 
Glaisdale  Moor  on  10th;  18  on  11th  and  seven  on  14th  on  Wheeldale  Moor,  and  two  on 
Osmotherley  Moor  on  18th  (JMc,  MC). 

Lesser  Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  dominica 

An  adult  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  27th  June  (AG).  A moulting  adult  of  the  race  P.d. 
dominica  at  Wath  Ings  on  18th  July  (JMT).  Another  adult  of  this  race  in  the  Sammy’s 
Point  area  near  Kilnsea  and  Easington  from  15th  to  18th  September  (AC,  JH,  JMT  et  al) 
was  probably  the  same  individual  as  one  that  had  been  at  Idle  Stop  and  Misson  in 
Nottinghamshire  close  to  the  county  boundary  on  8th  and  9th  September  (JRC  et  al). 

All  the  above  accepted  hy ^British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Golden  Plover  Pluvialis  apricaria 

V.C.  61:  Many  localities  had  flocks  of  250  to  1,000  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  only 
those  of  over  1,000  are  listed  below.  Numbers  along  the  Humber  were  fairly  low  apart 
from  a peak  of  2,650  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  12th  February,  and  after  small  numbers  in  March, 
1,050  on  8th  April.  At  Atwick  2,750  on  7th  January,  and  in  the  Atwick/Bewholme/ 
Skipsea  areas  on  11th  February  a total  of  1,800.  The  Lower  Derwent  and  associated  areas 
had  good  numbers  from  late  February  to  early  April  with  1,200  at  Spaldington  on  25th 
February;  2,000  on  the  Lower  Derwent  on  26th  February  and  1st  March,  then  1,200  to 
1,300  at  various  sites  in  mid  March  and  a total  of  2,120  on  20th  March;  1,000  at  Ellerton  on 
7th  April;  and  1,000  at  Aughton  on  22nd  April  of  the  race  P.a.  albifrons. 

Autumn  numbers  near  the  Humber  were  very  high  particularly  at  Cherry  Cobb,  with 
1,370  on  22nd  July;  6,500  on  29th  August;  7,200  on  23rd  September;  3,600  on  7th 
October;  7,250  on  18th  November,  and  8,200  on  9th  December.  At  Sunk  Island  3,500  on 
25th  August,  and  2,200  on  22nd  September.  Numbers  at  the  Wildfowl  Refuge  fluctuated 
considerably,  with  peaks  of  3,000  on  20th  September;  4,000  on  12th  October;  4,500  on 
12th  November,  and  7,000  on  11th  December,  and  thereafter  less  than  2,000  to  the 
year-end.  9,000  at  Whitton  Sands  on  13th  October.  3,400  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  6th 
September;  and  in  December,  1,300  at  Skeffling  on  1st;  1,100  at  Wilsthorpe  on  8th  and  on 
the  Lower  Derwent  on  24th,  and  2,000  at  Ross  Carrs  on  6th. 
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V.C.  62:  152  at  Helmsley  on  5th  February  was  the  largest  number  reported. 

V.C.  63:  1,000  at  Southfield  Res.  on  18th  January,  and  1,500  there  on  28th  February. 
1,280  in  the  Brampton/Thurcroft  area  on  5th  March,  otherwise  flocks  of  no  more  than 
500-700  at  a few  places  including  one  of  600  at  Whitley  Common  on  1st  April,  with  a large 
proportion  of  the  race  P.a.  albifrons. 

In  the  autumn,  1,100  on  14th  October  and  1,200  on  2nd  November  at  Blacktoft  Sands; 
1,000  each  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  and  Wintersett  Res.  in  mid  November,  and  December 
maxima  of  1,450  at  Wath  Ings  on  4th;  2,000  each  at  Wintersett  new  lake  on  9th  and  11th, 
and  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  23rd. 

V.C.  64:  Earlj  maxima  of  over  2,000  at  Penny  Pot,  Harrogate  in  January,  and  1,200  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  11th  February.  1,200  at  Acaster  on  18th  March,  and  1,100  at  Wharfe  Ings 
on  14th  April. 

Autumn  numbers  were  higher  but  not  exceptional.  1,200  at  Riccal  on  30th  September; 
1,290  on  10th  October,  2,500  on  10th  November  falling  to  below  1,000  after  early 
December,  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  again  over  2,000  at  Penny  Pot  in  November. 

V.C.  65:  1,100  at  Bolton-on-Swale  in  November  and  December.  Although  a wide- 
spread breeder  on  the  Pennines  the  only  comment  on  breeding  was  received  from  this 
vice-county  where  the  season  had  been  a good  one. 


Grey  Plover  Pluvialis  squatarola 

Coastal  numbers  were  as  usual  low,  being  of  single  figures  apart  from  Filey  Brigg  in 
January,  with  16  on  24th.  Some  light  passage  at  Spurn  included  40  south  on  3rd 
November,  whilst  on  the  Humber  there  maxima  of  48  on  17th  August;  49  on  13th 
September,  and  97  on  14th  October. 

Cherry  Cobb  had  small  numbers  in  the  early  months,  with  87  on  12th  February  being 
the  exception.  A good  spring  passage  here  with  305  on  6th;  521  on  13th,  and  550  on  20th 
May,  and  the  last  on  18th  June,  and  two  returning  by  22nd  July.  Autumn  maxima  of  332 
on  23rd  September;  580  on  21st  October,  and  126  on  18th  November  (SML).  At  nearby 
Sunk  Island,  where  counts  may  include  some  of  the  Cherry  Cobb  birds,  290  on  29th 
September  and  210  on  11th  November,  and  a spring  maximum  of  300  on  13th  May. 

30  at  Whitton  Sands  on  13th  October. 

At  Blacktoft  Sands  recorded  from  April  to  December,  usually  one  to  three,  but  29  on 
26th  September;  up  to  12  in  October,  and  eight  west  on  3rd  November. 

Inland  away  from  the  coast  and  estuary  11  records  of  singles  at  nine  sites  between 
January  and  May,  and  in  the  autumn  34  records  of  ones  and  twos  at  over  20  sites  plus  three 
at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  11th  September. 


Lapwing  Vanellus  vanellus 

V.C.  61:  Flocks  in  the  early  months  included  3,500  near  Atwick  on  7th,  and  4,500  at 
Skipsea  on  17th  January,  and  5,500  between  these  villages  and  Bewholme  on  11th 
February.  2,500  near  Carnaby  on  16th  February.  The  Lower  Derwent  had  5,000  on  26th 
February;  3,000  on  3rd,  and  3,500  on  20th  March. 

The  Wolds  breeding  population  is  well  down  in  the  last  decade  due  to  autumn  sown 
crops  (HOB).  A similar  reduction  across  the  vice-county  where  birds  used  to  breed  on 
arable  land. 

A large  influx  with  westerly  and  southerly  movements  noted  along  the  coast  and  up  the 
estuary  on  3rd  and  4th  November.  On  the  3rd  southerly  passage  at  Spurn  peaked  at  2,418. 
1,550  south  at  Atwick  in  four  hours  on  15th  November.  2,000  near  Tophill  Low  Res.  on 
12th  October.  3,000  on  the  Lower  Derwent  on  13th  November,  and  2,500  on  10th 
December;  3,000  near  Broomfleet  in  November  and  December;  3,200  at  Cherry  Cobb  on 
9th  December,  and  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  had  2,000  regularly  in  the  last  two 
months,  with  peaks  in  December  of  4,000  on  10th;  6,500  on  11th,  and  3,500  on  14th. 

V.C.  62:  500  to  600  on  the  rocks  at  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  from  2nd  to  9th 
December. 

V.C.  63:  2,000  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  1st  January.  A marked  cold  weather  movement 
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south  and  south-west  on  22nd  January  of  2,018  at  Thrybergh;  550  at  Wath;  1,200  at  South 
Elmsall;  460  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  and  1,451  at  the  Hall  Dike  valley,  Huddersfield. 

Maxima  in  the  early  autumn  months  of  1,068  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  5th  August; 
2,000  at  Wath  Ings  on  12th  September;  and  1,000  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  31st  October,  with 
peaks  at  the  last  site  of  3,500  on  14th  November,  and  2,500  on  23rd  December.  3,000  at 
Wintersett  Res.  on  14th  November;  2,500  at  Thrybergh  on  2nd;  3,900  at  Wath  Ings  on  4th, 
and  1,800  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  20th  December. 

V.C.  64:  No  large  flocks  reported  for  the  early  months.  A very  successful  breeding 
season  with  some  pairs  with  clutches  of  eggs  in  July  of  second  or  third  broods. 

Flocks  of  1,000  or  just  over  at  Goldsborough  on  23rd  September;  Wetherby  on  8th 
November,  and  Pool  Meadows  on  26th  December.  1,547  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  19th 
November;  2,000  at  Penny  Pot,  Harrogate  in  November;  4,500  at  Ripon  on  9th 
December,  and  5,000  near  Boston  Spa  in  mid  December.  4,000  in  the  Ribble  Valley  on 
6th  September. 

V.C.  65:  2,000  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  in  November  and  over  3,000  on  5th  December. 
Knot  Calidris  canutus 

Coastal  numbers  were  very  small  and  passage  uneventful  apart  from  149  south  in  three 
hours  at  Scarborough  on  2nd  August,  and  peaks  at  Spurn  of  111  on  31st  August;  182  on 
3rd  September,  and  2,381  in  the  first  four  days  of  November  including  1,861  on  3rd. 

Monthly  maxima  at  Spurn  on  the  Humber  included  2,250  on  18th  February,  and  1,900 
on  3rd  November.  The  counts  for  the  Humber  Estuary  included  15,990  on  15th  January; 
7,620  on  26th  February,  and  9,040  on  16th  December,  with  Patrington  Haven  holding  the 
bulk  of  these  numbers  (DBC).  Other  counts  of  interest  were  920  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th 
November,  and  8,500  at  Sunk  Island  on  15th  December. 

Recorded  on  22  dates  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  April  to  November,  with  six  on  3rd 
April,  15th  July  and  26th  September,  and  12  west  on  25th  August. 

At  other  inland  sites  a total  of  36  records  of  one  to  four  in  all  months  except  June  and 
December.  Seven  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  14th  January,  with  one  to  two  at  four  other  places 
in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  on  that  day. 

Sanderling  Calidris  alba 

Numbers  between  Bridlington  and  Barmston  during  the  early  months  increased  from 
146  on  17th  January  to  234  on  28th,  and  244  on  25th  February  then  down  to  116  by  24th 
March  (SML).  Fewer  here  at  the  year-end  with  88  on  8th  December.  At  least  58  in 
Jackson’s  Bay  on  5th  February,  and  64  between  Hunmanby  Gap  and  Speeton  on  27th 
December.  Filey  generally  had  no  more  than  17  apart  from  an  isolated  peak  of  104  on  24th 
December. 

Spurn  had  birds  almost  daily  apart  from  11th  June  to  19th  July,  and  the  year’s  peaks 
coincided  with  periods  of  high  spring  tides.  These  were  147  on  24th  February,  and  flying 
south  at  high  tide  615  on  26th,  and  670  on  27th  October. 

Small  numbers  on  a few  dates,  mostly  spring  and  autumn  along  the  Humber  Estuary, 
including  15  west  on  2nd  June  over  Blacktoft  Sands. 

Elsewhere  inland  15  records  of  one  to  four  in  the  spring,  with  the  majority  in  May,  then 
later  three  records  each  in  July  and  September,  and  one  in  December  of  one  to  two. 

Red-necked  Stint  Calidris  ruficollis 

Addition  to  the  1973  Report:  One  at  Brough  Haven  from  14th  to  19th  September 
(DIMW  et  al). 

This  record  is  under  consideration  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Little  Stint  Calidris  minuta 

A moderate  year  with  very  few  spring  records.  One  to  two  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  15th 
April  to  18th  May,  and  singles  at  Mickletown  Ings,  Tophill  Low  Res.  and  Spurn,  before 
the  return  which  commenced  with  three  north  at  Hornsea  on  19th  July. 

A typical  autumn  with  one  to  four  making  various  lengths  of  stay,  from  late  July  to  early 
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October,  plus  five  at  Altofts  Ings  on  5th  August;  five  in  Jackson’s  Bay  on  20th  September; 
seven  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  24th  to  26th,  and  11  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on 
30th  September,  on  which  date  33  passed  Flamborough  Head  mainly  flying  south. 
Regularly  at  Blacktoft  Sands  during  this  period,  with  seven  by  29th  August  and  42  on  28th 
September,  then  up  to  six  in  October  and  one  remaining  there  to  the  year-end. 

Temminck’s  Stint  Calidris  temminckii 

One  at  Mickletown  Ings  from  30th  April  to  7th  May  (BT),  and  another  at  Blacktoft 
Sands  from  2nd  to  10th  May  (AG  et  al).  Singles  at  Spurn  on  29th  May  and  Nosterfield 
G.P.  on  11th  June  (TJS,  SW,  CS). 

One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  5th  August  (PD,  JBL),  and  one  at  Old  Denaby  Ings  from 
27th  August  to  4th  September  (JL  et  al). 

White-rumped  Sandpiper  Calidris  fuscicollis 
An  adult  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  27th  July  to  2nd  August  (AG  et  al). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Baird’s  Sandpiper  Calidris  bairdii 

Addition  to  the  1982  Report:  One  at  Castle  Howard  Lake  on  15th  May  (DW). 

Not  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Pectoral  Sandpiper  Calidris  melanotos 

Singles  at  Altofts  Ings  on  1st  September  (RTP,  RS);  Blacktoft  Sands  on  2nd  (AG  et  al)-, 
Wheldrake  Ings  on  3rd  and  4th  (DR  et  al);  Beacon  Lane  ponds  on  8th  (SML);  on  the 
scrape  at  Spurn  from  9th  to  13th,  and  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  14th  to  26th  September 
(IKB  et  al). 

This  interesting  series  of  records  on  consecutive  dates  suggests  that  the  same  wandering 
individual  may  have  been  involved,  although  at  least  one  other  was  in  the  county  being  at 
Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  on  22nd  and  24th  to  27th  September  (KW,  MF,  RHA).  One 
at  Nosterfield  G.P.  from  1st  to  29th  December  (DIF,  DB,  TS  et  al). 

Curlew  Sandpiper  Calidris  ferruginea 

Two  at  Spurn  on  26th  April,  and  one  at  Lighthazzles  Res.,  Halifax  on  28th  were  the  first 
then  one  to  two  at  Spurn,  Easington  and  Fairburn  Ings,  and  also  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  15 
dates  all  between  6th  May  and  14th  June. 

A moderate  autumn  passage,  with  most  of  the  birds  at  inland  sites,  from  17th  July  to 
early  October,  with  a scattering  of  singles  in  November.  One  to  four  at  about  14  sites 
during  this  period,  and  larger  parties  were  nine  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  20th  August;  seven  at 
Beacon  Lane  ponds  on  8th  September;  eight  on  the  Humber  at  Kilnsea  on  12th;  five  south 
at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  14th;  up  to  six  at  Jackson’s  Bay  on  26th  September.  Good  numbers  at 
Blacktoft  Sands,  with  11  on  22nd  July  and  24th  September,  and  28  on  28th  September, 
and  the  last  there  on  11th  November.  Other  singles  during  November  at  Holme-on- 
Spalding-Moor,  Nosterfield  G.P.  and  Masham  G.P. 

Purple  Sandpiper  Calidris  maritima 

In  the  early  months,  105  at  Bridlington  on  17th  January;  94  at  Cornelian  Bay  on  21st 
January,  and  147  at  South  Bay,  Scarborough  on  5th  February.  At  Filey  Brigg  a peak  of 
120  on  8th  January,  then  fewer  until  April,  with  up  to  250  by  mid-month  down  to  80  on 
2nd  May,  and  the  last  there  on  27th.  Flamborough  had  55  during  January;  62  on  19th 
February,  and  up  to  40  in  March. 

Three  were  at  Filey  Brigg  by  7th  July;  one  at  Scarborough  on  12th  August;  four  at 
Flamborough  on  25th,  and  one  to  two  at  Spurn  before  September.  During  November,  37 
at  Flamborough  on  11th,  and  80  at  Filey  on  15th;  and  during  December  200  at  Filey  on 
13th;  94  at  Jackson’s  Bay  on  20th;  36  at  Whitby  on  28th;  83  at  Flamborough  on  29th,  and 
166  at  South  Bay  on  31st. 

Inland  singles  at  Broomfleet  on  1st,  and  Treeton  Dyke  on  12th  September. 
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Dunlin  Calidris  alpina 

Apart  from  273  in  Cornelian  Bay  on  21st  January;  400  at  Filey  on  7th  February; 
southerly  passage  at  Hornsea  of  128  on  28th  July  and  132  on  30th  September,  and  similar 
southerly  passage  peaks  at  Spurn  of  180  on  28th  July,  502  on  31st  August  and  283  on  16th 
October,  coastal  and  passage  numbers  were  of  no  more  than  60  anywhere. 

The  Humber  Estuary  counts  totalled  14,826  on  15th  January;  9,773  on  26th  February, 
and  13,016  on  16th  December.  Peaks  at  locations  along  the  Humber  included  4,800  at 
Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  March  and  a peak  of  5,935  on  passage  on  6th  May,  with  maxima  of 
2,020  to  4,600  in  the  other  early  months.  In  the  autumn  at  Cherry  Cobb  1,340  by  22nd 
July;  3,200  on  7th  October;  6,250  on  18th  November,  and  7,560  on  9th  December.  5,000 
at  Sunk  Island  on  15th  September  when  numbers  were  low  at  Cherry  Cobb.  Maxima  at 
Spurn  of  2,138  on  26th  February,  and  1,800  on  24th  October.  The  Humber  Wildfowl 
Refuge  had  1,500  in  early  February;  2,000  on  many  October  days  and  into  early 
November,  then  about  1,000  for  the  rest  of  the  year.  930  at  Saltend  on  18th  December.  At 
Blacktoft  Sands,  850  on  17th  May;  2,100  on  28th  September,  and  1,400  on  27th  October. 

Of  the  inland  sites  the  Lower  Derwent  regularly  had  over  100  up  to  early  April,  with  a 
maximum  of  600  in  early  March,  and  200  in  late  November. 

The  only  records  of  breeding  were  of  small  pockets  on  the  western  moors  in  V.C.  65 
such  as  12  birds  on  Shaking  Moss  on  17th  June,  and  of  at  least  17  pairs  in  the  Huddersfield 
area. 

Numbers  on  passage  at  inland  sites  were  fairly  moderate,  with  25  to  40  at  six  sites  in  the 
spring,  and  similar  numbers  at  four  sites  in  the  autumn. 

Coastal  passage  numbers  given  above  were  all  eclipsed  on  3rd  November  when  6,901 
flew  south  at  Spurn.  On  the  same  day  1,250  flew  west  inland  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  and  into 
strong  westerly  winds  10  to  24  were  noted  at  or  over  seven  sites  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64, 
and  at  both  Wath  Ings  and  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  the  counts  totalled  179  flying  west.  On  4th 
November  westerly  movement  continued,  with  81  at  Pugney’s  G.P.;  44  at  Fairburn  Ings 
and  11  to  20  at  four  other  sites. 

Broad-billed  Sandpiper  Limicola  falcinellus 

Three  records  from  Blacktoft  Sands  commencing  with  one  on  18th  May  (AG),  another 
from  28th  May  to  1st  June  (AG,  DP,  PM),  and  another  from  13th  June  to  16th  June  (AG 
et  al).  The  only  previous  record  in  the  county  was  one  shot  at  Hornsea  Mere  in  late  April 
1863. 

All  the  above  1984  records  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

A. 

Ruff  Philomachus  pugnax 

Four  at  Stone  Creek  on  2nd  January,  and  at  Wharfe  Ings  on  11th  February,  and  on  the 
Lower  Derwent  on  four  days  in  February,  and  one  to  two  at  six  other  places  during  these 
months.  A slow  increase  in  March,  with  birds  at  five  more  sites  including  12  at  Cherry 
Cobb  on  28th. 

The  spring  passage  remained  light,  with  no  more  than  eight  on  the  Lower  Derwent  in 
April,  and  ten  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  30th,  and  one  to  two  at  12  sites  in  April  and  May, 
however  at  another  Lower  Derwent  site  20  males  were  present  from  12th  to  16th  April. 

Small  numbers  at  more  than  20  inland  sites  in  the  western  half  of  the  county  between 
early  July  and  early  October,  with  higher  numbers  in  August  of  1 1 at  Mickletown  Ings  and 
13  at  Allerton  Bywater  on  5th,  and  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  7th  (same  flock);  12  at  Altofts  Ings 
on  12th,  and  14  at  Wath  Ings  on  25th,  and  seven  at  Bolton-on-Swale  during  September. 

Much  higher  numbers  along  the  Humber,  and  in  the  east  of  the  county,  which  included 
in  August  149  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  20th  (GRB);  71  at  Burstwick  Pitts  on  28th;  77  at  Tophill 
Low  Res.  on  26th,  and  112  on  30th,  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  after  32  on  30th  July  numbers 
increased  steadily  to  reach  120  on  30th  August. 

12  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  25th  August,  and  26  south  at  Flamborough  on  the  same  day. 

At  Tophill  Low  Res.  165  on  3rd  September  down  to  30  on  24th,  and  only  four  by  14th 
October.  At  Blacktoft  Sands  155  on  8th  September  declined  steadily,  but  at  least  four  still 
there  on  26th  December.  15  at  Brandesburton  G.P.  on  6th  September.  A flock  on  the 
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Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  during  September  of  12  to  45  (on  12th)  increased  to  109  on  4th 
October,  then  quickly  down  to  30  by  the  9th.  26  at  Broomfleet  Ponds  on  15th  October. 

Three  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  9th  December  and  one  near  Ingbirchworth  on  8th  and  9th 
December.  Present  regularly  on  the  Lower  Derwent  during  the  last  two  months,  with 
monthly  peaks  of  17  and  16  respectively. 

Jack  Snipe  Lymnocryptes  minima 

One  to  two  at  at  least  32  sites  in  the  early  months,  but  up  to  ten  at  South  Kirkby  in 
January,  seven  at  Wath  Ings  on  17th  March,  and  the  last  one  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  29th 
April. 

Returning  birds  noted  from  15th  September  (Spurn),  with  small  numbers  at  over  30 
sites  including  four  by  Beacon  Lane  ponds  on  24th  September;  at  Fairburn  Ings  and 
Downholme  (V.C.  65)  during  October,  and  at  Fulford  Ings  on  7th  December. 

Snipe  Gallinago  gallinago 

The  Lower  Derwent  regularly  had  100  to  150  during  the  first  four  months,  with  peaks  of 
215  in  January  and  415  on  20th  March.  At  least  11  other  localities,  plus  several  in  V.C.  63, 
had  maxima  of  50  to  90  in  the  early  months,  as  well  as  109  at  Worsbrough  on  7th  January; 
100  at  Dewsbury  S.W.  on  11th  February,  and  200  at  Wath  Ings  on  25th  March. 

Breeding  in  V.C.  61  along  the  Lower  Derwent  and  probable  at  three  other  sites.  11 
pairs  at  Wath  Ings  and  four  at  Thorpe  Marsh,  with  smaller  numbers  elsewhere  in  the 
lowlands  of  V.C.  63,  but  widespread  on  the  moorlands  although  dry  conditions  and 
moorland  fires  would  interfere  with  breeding.  From  V.C.  64  a continuing  downward 
trend  at  lowland  sites  of  breeding  numbers  was  reported,  and  counts  of  drumming  birds 
included  15  at  Bishop  Monkton  Ings,  four  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  three  each  at  Farnham 
Mires  and  Harrogate  S.F.  South.  Breeding  at  widespread  localities  in  V.C.  65. 

At  least  seven  localities  away  from  V.C.  63  had  autumn  maxima  of  40  to  75  whilst 
several  in  V.C.  63  had  higher  maxima.  Wath  Ings  had  about  100  on  three  October  dates; 
Old  Denaby  Ings  over  200  on  25th  November  and  Carlton  Marsh  100  on  24th  December. 
147  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  November,  and  a maximum  of  195  on  the  Lower  Derwent  in 
that  month. 

Visible  passage  of  35  south  at  Spurn  on  17th  September;  30  north  west  over  Concord 
Park,  Sheffield  on  28th  October,  and  16  south  at  Hornsea  on  3rd  November. 

Great  Snipe  Gallinago  media 

One  at  Flamborough  on  6th  May  (AMA,  DIMW,  JCL  et  al). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Dowitcher  species  Lirnnodromus  griseus  or  L.  scolopaceus 
Addition  to  the  1973  Report:  One  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  31st  January  (GDM). 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Woodcock  Scolopax  rusticola 

Numbers  reported  during  the  early  months  from  most  of  the  county  away  from  the  east 
of  V.C.  61,  were  all  of  no  more  than  one  to  three  birds.  Along  the  coastal  strip  and  just 
inland  up  to  six  at  several  localities  during  January  and  February,  and  12  at  Tophill  Low 
Res.  on  29th  January.  More  numerous  in  early  April,  with  one  to  eight  at  Broomfleet, 
Tophill  Low  Res.,  and  eight  coastal  sites,  with  at  Flamborough  13  on  5th,  12  on  7th  and  15 
on  8th. 

Four  roding  at  Broomhead  on  5th  March,  and  five  at  Allerthorpe  Common  on  15th 
June.  Bred  at  five  sites  in  the  Doncaster  area.  Roding  birds  at  other  sites  throughout  the 
county  both  over  woodlands  and  lowland  marsh  or  scrub. 

12  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  November;  seven  in  off  the  sea  at  Scarborough;  four  off  the 
sea  at  Spurn,  and  six  present  at  Filey  on  4th,  and  again  there  on  10th,  15th  and  16th,  and 
49  at  Flamborough  on  17th.  Five  shot  at  Ribston  on  12th,  and  five  on  Ilkley  Moor  on  26th 
November. 
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Black-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  limosa 

V.C.  61:  Four  at  Stone  Creek  on  21st  January,  and  one  on  12th  February.  A good 
spring  passage  in  the  Lower  Derwent  commencing  with  seven  on  3rd  March  then  small 
numbers  at  three  places  plus  12  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  28th  March  (BS  & SP),  and  nine  there 
on  1st  April,  after  which  the  Lower  Derwent  had  birds  regularly  up  to  29th  April,  with  a 
maximum  of  65  at  Bubwith  on  4th  April  which  is  equal  in  number  to  the  largest  party  ever 
recorded  in  the  county. 

Two  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  27th  June,  and  the  maximum  there  16  on  29th  August. 
Recorded  more  frequently  than  usual  at  Spurn  occurring  on  15  days  between  10th  July  and 
2nd  October,  including  11  on  20th  August  and  15  on  26th  September.  15  at  Sunk  Island  on 
2nd  September,  and  16  at  Stone  Creek  on  7th  October  after  which  regular  between  there 
and  Cherry  Cobb,  including  four  on  9th  and  15th  December.  Up  to  five  on  the  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge  in  mid  September,  but  29  there  on  24th  (TED),  and  nine  at  Faxfleet  on 
16th. 

Nine  south  at  Hornsea  on  28th,  and  20  south  at  Filey  on  29th  July. 

V.C.  63:  After  one  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  21st  March  recorded  there  and  at  Wath  Ings 
and  Tudworth,  with  maxima  of  seven  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  20th,  and  ten  at  Tudworth  on 
27th  April.  Two  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  1st  June;  singles  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  27th  June 
and  30th  July,  and  up  to  nine  at  Blacktoft  Sands  in  July. 

Four  at  Wath  Ings  on  1st  and  23rd  August,  and  ten  at  Broomhill  Flash  on  31st,  about 
which  time  singles  were  at  three  other  sites,  and  peaks  at  Blacktoft  Sands  of  19  on  27th 
August  and  34  on  14th  September,  the  last  being  one  there  on  3rd  November.  Four  east  at 
Wath  Ings  on  4th  October. 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  Knotford  Nook  on  24th  March,  and  on  four  dates  at  Fairburn  Ings 
between  22nd  April  and  9th  May,  and  at  Staveley  and  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  23rd  May. 

12  south-west  from  Esholt  S.W.  on  25th  June. 

At  Fairburn  Ings  singles  on  6th  and  7th  July,  three  on  12th;  then  one  on  17th 
September,  and  three  on  23rd.  12  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  27th  July,  four  of  which 
remained  to  1st  August. 

V.C.  65:  Three  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  22nd  April  showed  characteristics  of  the  race  LA. 
islandica.  Singles  there  on  10th  and  18th  July,  and  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  14th. 


Bar-tailed  Godwit  Limosa  lapponica 

Humber  Estuary  counts  of  164  on  15th  January;  111  on  26th  February,  and  486  on  16th 
December  {per  DBC).  Away  from  these  dates  counts  at  Cherry  Cobb  of  261  on  18th 
March;  170  on  3rd  May;  a flock  of  35  summering  at  this  locality;  with  no  marked  autumn 
build-up  until  125  on  21st  October,  then  336  on  18th  November,  and  355  on  16th 
December  (SML). 

Recorded  at  Spurn  in  every  month  with  maxima  for  February  and  December  of  32, 
apart  from  an  unprecedented  period  from  27th  April  to  6th  May,  with  birds  flying  out  east 
and  others  on  the  Humber.  Those  flying  east  totalled  230  on  27th;  223  on  28th,  and  28  on 
1st,  and  on  the  Humber,  60  on  27th;  70  on  28th;  346  on  1st;  190  on  2nd;  137  on  3rd;  down 
to  15  on  6th,  when  11  also  flew  south.  161  south  on  3rd  November. 

Elsewhere  on  the  estuary,  80  on  29th  April  and  110  on  14th  October  at  Sunk  Island;  20 
at  King  George  Dock  on  6th  May,  and  67  at  the  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  19th  October  where 
38  flew  west  on  4th  November,  and  small  numbers  present  to  the  year-end  at  Saltend. 

Associated  with  these  birds  would  be  those  at  Blacktoft  Sands  where  westerly  passage 
(June  to  September)  totalled  134,  with  a maximum  of  25  on  5th  September,  plus  45  on  3rd 
and  38  on  4th  November. 

Coastal  passage  other  than  that  at  Spurn  was  very  light,  with  ten  at  Hornsea  on  19th 
July  and  at  Scalby  Mills  on  24th  August,  and  18  at  Filey  on  25th  being  the  highest 
numbers. 

Appeared  inland  at  a dozen  sites  in  the  March  to  early  May  period,  with  an  emphasis  on 
the  last  two  weeks  from  about  19th  April,  and  at  a similar  number  of  places  during  August 
and  September.  12  at  North  Duffield  Carrs  on  1st  March;  and  five  south-east  at  Thrybergh 
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on  24th  March;  ten  east  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  27th  April;  five  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  2nd 
May;  12  north-west  at  Thrybergh,  and  five  west  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  3rd  November. 

Whimbrel  Numenius  lapponicus 

One  at  Flamborough  on  3rd  April,  with  the  bulk  of  the  spring  movement  commencing 
on  13th  (one  at  Wheldrake  Ings).  Parties  of  one  to  five  involved  at  many  localities 
particularly  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64.  The  largest  numbers  were  in  the  Lower  Derwent, 
with  at  Wheldrake  Ings  17  on  20th,  and  12  on  22nd  April;  at  Storwood  18  on  26th  April, 
and  birds  occurring  at  Wheldrake  up  to  the  end  of  May.  Also  seven  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on 
1st  May,  and  seven  north  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  18th. 

Regular  westward  movement  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  27th  June  to  5th  September  (with 
a peak  of  11  on  26th  July)  during  which  period  most  of  the  inland  records  occurred.  These 
included  13  at  Saltend  in  July;  27  south  at  Leyburn,  31  west  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.,  and 
six  at  Hay-a-Park  on  17th  August;  a further  seven  west  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.,  when  nine 
were  at  nearby  Deer  Hill  Res.,  five  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  17  west-south-west  at 
Osbaldwick  all  on  18th  August. 

Maxima  at  Spurn  and  Easington  of  29  on  28th,  and  23  on  30th  July  respectively,  whilst 
peaks  of  movement  at  Spurn  were  28  to  the  south-east  on  29th  July;  44  south  on  30th  July 
and  33  on  2nd  September,  and  23  in  off  the  sea  on  12th  August.  Small  parties  of  four  and 
others  heard  flying  over  Scarborough  on  three  dates  from  2nd  to  18th  August;  30  passing 
Filey  on  14th  July  and  80  on  7th  August,  and  78  at  Bempton  on  15th  August  the  last  two 
totals  including  flocks  of  48  and  50  respectively. 


Whimbrel 


J.  P.  F.  Owens 
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Curlew  Numenius  arquata 

The  Humber  Estuary  had  458  on  15th  January;  791  on  26th  February,  and  730  on  16th 
December,  however  Cherry  Cobb  had  high  numbers  away  from  these  dates,  with  790  on 
8th  April;  1,130  on  8th  and  2,660  on  22nd  July;  1.080  on  29th  August;  1,250  on  23rd 
September  and  1,520  on  14th  October  down  to  600  by  16th  December,  and  a similar 
pattern  at  Sunk  Island  with  much  lower  figures  apart  from  1,500  on  22nd  July,  but 
presumably  some  of  these  birds  were  counted  at  Cherry  Cobb.  About  140  at  Saltend 
during  the  last  two  months  of  the  year. 

No  large  numbers  reported  at  inland  sites  in  the  early  months  apart  from  350  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  on  29th  February. 

74  at  Eccup  Res.  on  1st  March  and  a peak  of  208  there  on  7th,  with  23  to  54  at  five  other 
sites  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  during  March,  plus  100  in  the  Ribble  Valley  on  13th  March. 
50  still  together  on  1st  May  at  Cockett  Moss,  Settle.  A similar  pattern  of  return  in  the 
Lower  Derwent,  with  a maximum  of  88  on  3rd  March. 

Breeding  numbers  in  the  lowlands  of  the  Barnsley,  Wakefield  and  Huddersfield  areas 
were  maintained,  but  on  the  moorlands  to  the  west  the  season  was  a poor  one  on  account 
of  dry  conditions.  A pair  reared  two  young  at  Broomfleet. 

Post  breeding  season  flocks  in  late  July  of  500  on  Preston  Moor;  350  on  Denton  Moor, 
and  100  on  Malham  Tarn  Moss.  Regular  westerly  movement  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  mid 
June  to  the  end  of  September  peaked  at  460  on  1st  July,  and  on  4th  November  in  severe 
conditions  39  flew  west,  16  appearing  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  that  day. 

100  in  the  Ribble  Valley  and  50  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  in  early  September.  29  at 
Nosterfield  G.P.  on  18th  November.  More  than  usual  in  the  Lower  Derwent  during  the 
last  three  months,  with  up  to  27  in  December.  Year-end  maximum  in  Cornelian  Bay, 
Scarborough  of  41. 

Spotted  Redshank  Tringa  erythropus 

The  first  was  at  Aughton  on  6th  March  and  appearances  at  six  other  places  during  that 
month  were  unusual.  Occurred  at  about  15  localities  in  April  and  May  and  four  in  June. 
These  included  three  each  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  29th  April,  and  Denaby  Ings  on  13th 
May;  four  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  2nd  May,  and  five  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  3rd. 

A light  passage  from  14th  July  (one  at  Spurn)  to  the  end  of  September,  with  one  to 
three  at  31  localities.  Four  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  6th  and  11th,  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
25th  August;  seven  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  29th  August,  and  at  Haverfield  Ponds  on  15th 
September  (SML);  five  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  5th,  and  four  at  Wheldrake 
Ings  on  18th  September. 

Late  singles  at  Burniston  on  21st  and  Wath  Ings  on  24th  October;  at  Cherry  Cobb  on 
18th  November;  at  Spurn  on  9th  and  11th  December,  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  from  16th  to 

31st  December, 

Redshank  Tringa  totanus 

A complete  count  of  the  Humber  Estuary  gave  1,014  on  26th  February,  with  most  of  the 
birds  east  of  Hull,  and  a similar  count  on  16th  December  totalled  1,361.  Maxima  at  Spurn 
of  380  on  21st  April;  865  on  26th  August;  700  on  16th  September,  and  400  on  7th 
November,  and  at  Cherry  Cobb  505  on  18th  March;  832  on  1st  April;  1,010  on  22nd  July; 
730  on  29th  August;  1,230  on  7th  October  then  generally  under  450  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
450  at  Sunk  Island  on  5th  August,  and  100  at  Saltend  in  the  late  autumn  to  December. 

Coastal  flocks  were  not  large,  with  47  at  Cornelian  Bay  on  21st  January,  and  80  in 
Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  on  6th  October,  and  52  between  Whitby  and  Staithes  on  23rd 
December. 

Southerly  passage  included  peaks  of  107  at  Hornsea  on  14th  July;  224  at  Spurn  and  132 
at  Flamborough  on  31st  August,  and  186  at  Filey  on  14th  September. 

Counts  at  inland  sites  were  mostly  quite  low  (less  than  30),  but  interesting  concen- 
trations in  the  early  winter  included  flocks  of  15  to  23  at  Methley  Mires  and  Stanley  S.F.  in 
January,  and  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  Wath  Ings  in  February,  The  usual  return  to  inland  sites 
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in  March  and  April,  with  flocks  of  14  to  39  at  seven  places,  and  at  Bubwith  on  Lower 
Derwent  75  on  24th  March,  and  100  on  14th  April. 

At  least  33  pairs  breeding  in  the  York  area,  with  25  on  the  Lower  Derwent,  but 
probably  more  not  reported;  45  pairs  in  V.C.  63  including  18  at  moorland  sites,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  lowlands;  20  pairs  breeding  at  eight  lowland  sites  in  V.C.  64,  and  there 
were  others  on  the  moorlands,  and  breeding  was  reported  as  widespread  in  V.C.  65. 

Autumn  flocks  at  inland  sites  were  all  of  40  or  below  apart  from  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  with 
a peak  of  220  on  11th  October;  Aughton  Ings  with  80  on  24th  November,  and  Altofts  Ings 
where  drainage  of  a reeently  formed  flash  resulted  in  34  on  18th  November,  and  63  on 
22nd  Deeember.  Up  to  12  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  during  December. 

A melanistic  bird  at  Bubwith  Ings  on  5th  December  was  dark  generally  with  an  almost 
pure  black  belly  (RG). 

Greenshank  Tringa  nebularia 

Singles  at  Ellerton  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on  5th  and  12th  February  and  four  at  Fairburn 
Ings  on  15th.  After  these  early  birds  a heavier  spring  passage  than  usual,  mainly  of  one  or 
two  at  over  30  localities,  with  in  late  April  and  early  May,  five  each  at  Spurn,  Sunk  Island 
and  Wheldrake  Ings  and  six  each  at  Cherry  Cobb  and  Chelker  Res. 

A very  good  autumn  passage,  with  birds  appearing  at  over  90  localities,  and  quite 
frequently  in  parties  of  four  to  six. 

In  the  Kilnsea  to  Easington  area  11  on  30th  July;  on  8th  August,  eight  at  Spurn,  nine  at 
Flamborough,  11  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  13  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  (seven  flying  west)  and 
seven  over  Ingbirchworth  Res.;  on  12th  August,  11  at  Wath  Ings;  on  13th,  13  at 
Wheldrake  Ings;  on  15th  ten  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.,  and  on  16th  eight  at  Bolton-on- 
Swale.  On  18th  August  counts  of  22  at  Fairburn  Ings,  11  at  Knostrop  S.F.  and  ten  at 
Gouthwaite  Res.  14  at  Saltend  on  27th  August;  a peak  of  15  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  25th, 
and  seven  at  Dewsbury  S.F.  on  28th. 

In  September,  24  at  Bolton-on-Swale  and  nine  at  High  Batts  on  2nd;  11  near  Easington 
and  15  at  Spurn  on  7th;  nine  at  Haverfield  Ponds  on  15th;  13  at  Wath  Ings  on  12th  and  ten 
at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  13th.  Ten  at  Spurn  on  4th  October. 

One  to  two  at  Fairburn  Ings  in  the  late  autumn  with  one  apparently  overwintering. 
Singles  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  17th  November  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on  5th  December. 

Green  Sandpiper  Tringa  ochropus 

Overwintering  birds  at  13  sites  in  the  first  two  months.  Five  at  Edderthorpe  on  23rd 
March.  Only  a moderate  passage  in  April  and  May,  and  one  wintering  bird  remained  at 
Knostrop  S.F.  until  1st  July  before  being  lost  amongst  autumn  passage  arrivals. 

Many  localities  had  four  to  seven  during  August.  Tophill  Low  Res.  had  ten  by  3rd  July 
up  to  25  by  24th,  and  after  dropping  to  20  had  25  again  on  4th  August,  then  down  to  eight 
by  the  month  end,  but  15  on  10th  September.  Ten  at  Sunk  Island  on  4th  August,  and  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  25th  July,  then  up  to  14  there  on  30th,  and  12  on  15th  August.  27  at 
Wath  Ings  on  26th  July,  and  25  still  there  on  2nd  September.  22  at  Knostrop  S.F.  from 
24th  to  26th  August. 

Individuals  at  six  sites  in  December  including  four  at  Burstwick  on  1st,  and  at  least  two 
at  Knostrop  S.F. 

Wood  Sandpiper  Tringa  glare o la 

One  at  Ellerton  Ings  on  15th  April,  and  singles  later  in  that  month  at  Storwood, 
Wheldrake  Ings,  Southfield  Res.  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  (two).  These  were  the  forerunners 
of  a very  good  passage,  which  included  an  average  of  three  per  day  at  Wheldrake  Ings 
from  30th  April  to  11th  May  with  five  on  6th  May;  and  one  to  two  at  16  localities  in  all 
areas  except  V.C.  62. 

Two  south  at  Spurn  and  one  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  9th  July,  and  two  at  Blacktoft 
Sands  on  12th  July,  and  one  at  Water  End,  Holme-on-Spalding-Moor,  on  21st  July. 

One  to  two  at  12  localities  during  August,  with  a maximum  of  four  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
23rd,  and  four  flew  south  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  11th. 
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Singles  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th,  Wath  Ings  on  7th,  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  8th  and 
17th  September. 

Common  Sandpiper  Actitis  hypoleucos 

The  first  one  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  4th  followed  by  one  at  Knostrop  S.F.  on  11th  April, 
with  arrivals  at  many  more  sites  by  20th,  and  a good  distribution  by  the  month-end.  On 
6th  May  ten  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  32  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  and  30  at  Leighton  Res. 

Bred  along  all  the  river  systems  of  the  Dales  and  at  the  reservoirs,  and  of  21  breeding 
areas  in  V.C.  63  three  were  of  pairs  at  lowland  sites. 

Post  breeding  season  gatherings  in  July  of  66  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  7th;  30  at 
Nosterfield  G.P.  on  23rd  and  17  at  Grimwith  Res.  on  26th  July.  Peaks  of  12  to  16  at 
Stanley  S.F.,  Dewsbury  S.F.,  Hornsea  Mere  and  Spurn  in  August  and  at  Eccup  Res.  on 
3rd  September.  Seven  at  Seamer  Road  Mere  on  2nd  August  was  the  highest  for  V.C.  62. 
Good  numbers  at  Saltend,  Hull;  after  13  on  25th  July  at  least  12  in  August,  with  peaks  of 
23  and  28  on  22nd  and  28th,  and  19  on  1st  September. 

Singles  at  five  places  in  the  first  week  of  October;  at  Wath  Ings  on  13th  October,  and 
Poppleton,  York  on  8th  November. 

Spotted  Sandpiper  Actitis  macularia 

An  adult  at  Worsbrough  Res.  from  29th  July  to  5th  August  (TKn,  MK,  JDHB  et  al). 
The  seventh  record  for  the  county  and  the  third  in  the  Barnsley  area  since  May  1982. 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Turnstone  Arenaria  interpres 

Peaks  for  the  coastal  sites  in  the  early  months  were  81  at  South  Bay,  Scarborough  on  5th 
February;  136  in  Cornelian  Bay  on  21st  January;  121  at  Flamborough  on  14th  January;  76 
north  of  Bridlington  on  17th  and  64  to  the  south  on  28th  January,  and  60  at  Filey  Brigg  on 
22nd  January. 

On  the  return  passage  numbers  built  up  in  Jackson’s  Bay,  Scarborough  to  50  by  late 
July,  then  160  on  28th  August;  90  on  19th  and  160  on  26th  September;  200  on  6th  and  150 
on  13th  October.  38  between  Staithes  and  Whitby  on  23rd  December.  70  at  Filey  Brigg  on 
23rd  September,  and  150  on  1st  December.  80  at  Flamborough  on  24th  November,  and  in 
a complete  count  round  the  headland  273  on  29th  December.  219  roosted  at  Bridlington 
harbour  on  29th  September,  and  215  were  between  there  and  Flamborough  on  21st 
December. 

The  Humber  Estuary  counts  gave  120  on  26th  February,  104  on  13th  May  and  127  on 
16th  December,  whilst  other  monthly  maxima  at  Spurn  included  295  on  17th  April;  273  on 
3rd  August  and  340  on  8th  September. 

50  at  Sunk  Island  on  25th  August,  and  80  on  15th  December. 

A wide  scattering  of  inland  records  from  5th  March  to  19th  November,  with  the 
majority  in  May,  August  and  September.  Mostly  in  parties  of  no  more  than  four,  but  eight 
at  Fairburn  Ings  on  18th  May;  12  at  Deer  Hill  Res.  on  27th  July,  when  five  had  gone  west 
over  Blackmoorfoot  Res.;  seven  west  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  1st;  eight  west 
at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th,  and  nine  north  at  Southfield  Res.  on  17th  September. 

Red-necked  Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus 

A juvenile  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  8th  August  (DR)  and  one  at  Altofts  Ings  on  11th 
August  (RTP,  CPM). 

Grey  Phalarope  Phalaropus  fulicarius 

One  at  Filey  Brigg  from  2nd  to  28th  January  (DJW  ei  al)  and  another  there  on  24th 
December  (SML  et  al). 

Singles  flew  south  off  Flamborough  Head  on  27th  October  (AMA),  and  28th  November 
(PAL).  One  in  Cornelian  Bay  on  18th  November  (RHA),  and  one  at  Scalby  Mills  on  31st 
December  (MDW). 
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Pomarine  Skua  Stercorarius  pomarinus 

A few  spring  records,  with  one  at  Flamborough  on  7th  May  and  three  at  Spurn  on  9th. 
Two  at  Flamborough  on  8th  June,  and  singles  later  in  the  month  and  during  July.  One  at 
Filey  on  15th  July;  three  north  at  Hornsea  on  18th,  two  on  28th  and  three  on  30th  (GRB). 

Autumn  numbers  were  the  highest  so  far  in  the  1980s.  During  August,  one  at 
Scarborough  on  9th;  singles  at  Filey  on  four  days;  24  off  Flamborough  including  four  each 
on  22nd  and  26th;  singles  off  Hornsea  on  four  days,  and  one  on  4th  and  two  on  25th  south 
at  Spurn. 

More  frequent  in  September,  with  a total  of  16  in  the  Scarborough  area  including  ten 
north  on  4th  (RHA  et  al);  six  off  Filey,  with  two  on  12th;  almost  daily  at  Flamborough 
with  23  on  5th,  31  on  6th,  19  on  7th,  nine  on  10th,  eight  on  18th,  13  on  22nd  and  14  on 
23rd;  a total  of  23  off  Hornsea  including  four  south  on  22nd,  and  five  north  on  24th;  and 
eight  at  Spurn,  including  three  on  3rd. 

During  October  only  one  at  Filey;  three  at  Hornsea,  and  two  at  Spurn,  but  85  at 
Flamborough  including  50  on  5th  and  12  on  6th.  In  November  singles  at  Filey  (3rd)  and 
Scarborough  (4th);  two  each  at  Spurn  (4th)  and  Hornsea  (5th);  a total  of  15  at 
Flamborough  on  five  days,  and  singles  there  on  1st,  3rd  and  16th  December  (PAL). 

One  west  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  29th  October  (TED)  was  also  seen  over 
the  Humber  at  Blacktoft  Sands. 

Arctic  Skua  Stercorarius  parasiticus 

The  only  unseasonal  sighting  was  an  immature  south  off  Filey  Brigg  on  28th  January 
(AB). 

One  at  Spurn  on  20th  April,  then  one  to  two  on  12  dates  in  May  and  June.  Singles  at 
Hornsea  on  7th  and  Filey  on  24th  June;  two  north  at  Burniston  on  26th,  and  at 
Flamborough  a total  of  30  during  June.  Small  numbers  at  the  regular  watch-points  during 
July,  increasing  towards  the  month-end. 

High  numbers  throughout  August  with  peaks  on  4th  of  70  at  Spurn,  154  south  at  Filey 
and  13  at  Scarborough;  on  12th  mainly  going  south,  72  at  Spurn,  53  at  Hornsea  and  182  at 
Flamborough;  on  25th,  136  at  Spurn  and  179  at  Filey,  all  south;  also  33  south  at 
Scarborough  on  13th,  and  214  at  Flamborough  on  26th. 

On  4th  September,  with  a force  eight  wind  blowing  from  the  north-north-west  in  the 
north  of  the  county,  573  flew  south  off  Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  during  watches 
totalling  five  and  a half  hours;  309  at  Filey;  335  at  Flamborough  and  530  at  Spurn.  High 
counts  again  on  5th  with  185  at  Flamborough  on  6th,  150  at  Spurn;  and  on  23rd,  144  at 
Flamborough  and  113  at  Hornsea. 

Smaller  numbers  through  October,  with  peaks  of  32  at  Spurn  and  61  at  Flamborough  on 
5th.  Small  numbers  at  Spurn,  Hornsea  and  Flamborough  in  November,  and  at  Filey  in 
December,  two  on  1st  and  2nd  and  one  on  13th. 

Inland,  one  north-west  at  Keswick  Fitts  on  3rd  May;  one  north  over  Knaresborough 
Ringing  Station  on  28th  May;  singles  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  June  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on 
27th;  singles  over  Hornsea  Mere  on  25th  August  and  south-west  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  24th 
August  and  two  west  there  on  18th  September.  Two  west  on  10th  September  and  one  on 
21st  seen  at  both  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  and  Blacktoft  Sands.  An  unidentified  skua 
of  either  this  species  or  Pomarine  Skua,  S.  pomarinus,  high  over  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  23rd 
September. 

Long-tailed  Skua  Stercorarius  longicaudus 

The  total  of  42  recorded  was  the  highest  for  the  county  in  any  one  year. 

At  Flamborough  single  immatures  on  24th  June  (PAL,  JCL),  1st  (AMA,  DGH),  19th 
(PAL,  JCL)  and  25th  July  when  an  adult  also  passed  (PAL).  At  Spurn  an  adult  south  on 
21st  July. 

At  Flamborough  during  August,  adults  on  10th  (AG,  PAL,  DGH)  and  21st  (AMA), 
immatures  on  11th  and  22nd  (PAL),  and  a juvenile  on  29th  (JCL).  Off  Hornsea  adults  on 
11th,  12th  and  17th  (GRB).  A juvenile  at  Scalby  Mills  on  18th  (GTF,  JRM);  one  at  Spurn 
on  27th,  and  an  adult  south  there  on  25th  August. 
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At  Long  Nab,  Burniston  single  immatures  north  on  4th  and  5th  September  (ABD,  TF), 
and  south  off  Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  on  4th  (RHA).  An  adult  south  at  Spurn  on  3rd 
September,  and  another  on  4th  when  an  adult  south  at  Filey  (PJD,  PMS).  During 
September  at  Flamborough,  two  adults  on  2nd  (PAL,  IS,  SR);  an  adult,  an  immature  and 
a juvenile  on  5th;  an  adult  and  a juvenile  on  6th  (PAL,  GPC,  JCL),  then  single  juveniles 
on  13th,  18th  (PAL)  and  23rd  (DIMW). 

At  Hornsea  an  immature  on  22nd;  three  adults  south  on  23rd  September  (GRB),  and 
one  on  5th  October  (WFC),  and  single  immatures  on  22nd  September  and  18th  October 
(GRB).  Single  juveniles  on  5th  October  and  4th  November  (PAL). 

Inland  one  north-east  over  Thrybergh  Res.  on  6th  May  (MAS,  JT),  and  one  over 
Sprotbrough  Lock  ten  minutes  later  (AR). 

Additions  to  the  1976  Report:  One  at  Spurn  on  26th  September  (GPC),  and  at 
Flamborough  a further  ten  between  28th  August  and  30th  October  in  addition  to  those 
already  published. 

Addition  to  the  1979  Report:  One  at  Filey  on  27th  July  (AMP  et  al). 

All  the  1976  records  and  the  1979  record  were  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee. 

Great  Skua  Stercorarius  skua 

Early  singles  at  Spurn  on  1st  and  3rd  January,  at  Flamborough  on  8th  January  and  18th 
March,  and  at  Filey  on  19th  and  28th  March.  Birds  at  Spurn  on  three  days  in  May  and  one 
in  June,  and  three  and  seven  days  respectively  at  Flamborough,  including  four  on  24th  and 
30th  June,  and  one  at  Filey  on  30th. 

More  frequent  in  July  with  12  at  Flamborough  on  29th  and  30th. 

Increased  but  relatively  moderate  passage  during  August,  with  maxima  of  46  at  Filey  on 
2nd,  and  35  at  Flamborough  on  26th. 

Very  high  numbers  in  early  September  particularly  on  4th,  with  a record  115  (north)  at 
Scarborough  (RHA),  88  at  Filey,  49  at  Flamborough  and  54  (south)  at  Spurn.  Double 
figures  at  most  watch-points  on  occasional  days  during  the  rest  of  the  month,  including  58 
on  6th  and  36  on  18th  at  Flamborough. 

Smaller  numbers  during  October  apart  from  24  at  Flamborough  on  5th,  and  40  at  Filey 
on  6th. 

More  in  early  November,  with  on  4th,  13  at  Spurn,  five  at  Hornsea,  31  at  Flamborough, 
and  ten  at  Filey;  on  5th  ten  at  Spurn,  and  on  6th  39  at  Flamborough. 

One  was  regularly  in  the  Scarborough  area  from  October  into  December. 

Four  at  Filey  on  1st  December,  one  on  2nd,  and  one  at  Flamborough  on  16th. 

One  picked  up  in  a weak  state  at  Spurn  on  11th  August  had  been  ringed  as  a nestling  on 
Hoy,  Orkney  in  July  1982,  and  an  injured  bird  found  on  25th  October  had  been  ringed  as  a 
nestling  on  Foula  in  July  1984. 

One  over  the  Humber  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th  September. 

One  was  observed  to  chase  and  ultimately  kill  a Sooty  Shearwater,  Puffinus  griseus  off 
Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  on  17th  August,  alternately  chasing  and  landing  on  the  sea,  in 
all  the  incident  took  about  15  minutes  (RHA). 

Mediterranean  Gull  Larus  melanocephalus 

V.C.  61:  The  long  staying  Bridlington  bird  was  at  that  locality  on  many  days  during  the 
year,  and  what  was  probably  this  bird  was  reported  at  Flamborough  and  Filey  on  a few 
occasions.  First-summer  birds  at  Filey  on  26th  April,  and  Flamborough  on  14th  July,  with 
a second  adult  there  on  one  date.  A second-winter  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  1 1th  February 
and  3rd  March.  Single  adults  at  Saltend  on  7th  July  and  Broomfleet  on  2nd  October,  and 
an  adult  in  the  Kilnsea  and  Easington  areas  on  several  days  during  the  year.  Hornsea  had 
two  second-winter  birds  from  early  August  to  the  year-end,  with  an  adult  on  25th  October 
and  a first-winter  on  21st  October. 

V.C.  62:  An  adult  on  11th  July,  and  a first-summer  in  Jackson’s  Bay  on  17th  July 
(RHA).  An  adult  off  Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  on  26th  September,  and  an  adult  at 
Whitby  on  28th  December  (MDW  et  al). 
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V.C.  63:  A first-winter  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  6th  and  7th  March  (MLD),  and  a 
first-summer  there  on  22nd  and  24th  April  (CCT,  MLD).  A first-summer  at  Blacktoft 
Sands  on  14th  May.  An  adult  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  27th  November  (TC,  MLD),  and 
again  on  7th  and  9th  December,  and  two  second-winter  birds  on  8th  December  (MLD, 
JMP).  An  adult  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  11th  December  (SD). 

V.C.  64:  An  adult  at  Eccup  Res.  from  31st  March  to  10th  April  (AJM,  SM,  DAJ  et  al), 
joined  there  by  a second-summer  on  8th  April  (RCH).  First-summer  birds  at  Fairburn 
Ings  on  19th  April  (GRW),  and  from  5th  to  10th  June  (GRW,  HJW,  JE,  CW  et  al).  Adults 
at  Eccup  Res.  on  27th  October  (RCH,  EK  et  al)\  8th  (RCH,  CJS)  and  17th  December 
(RCH,  RLD),  and  at  Esholt  S.W.  on  16th  December  (MP). 

Some  of  the  sightings  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  particularly  of  the  December  adults  would 
probably  be  of  the  same  wandering  individuals. 

V.C.  65:  One  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  26th  March. 


Mediterranean  Gull  J.  M.  Pinder 


Laughing  Gull  Larus  atricilla 

A first-winter  on  East  Park  Lake,  Hull  on  16th  April  (PC). 

A second-summer  at  Filey  Brigg  on  23rd  July  (WAC,  HJW  et  al). 

A second-winter  on  playing  fields  in  West  Hull  from  9th  November  to  31st  December 
(AW,  KR  et  al). 

All  the  above  records  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

A first-summer  flew  north-east  from  Fairburn  Ings  on  26th  February  (CW,  PK  et  al). 
Not  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

A second-winter  at  William  Wright  Dock  in  Hull  on  14th  December  (SLJ),  considered 
to  be  a different  individual  to  the  one  in  West  Hull. 

Still  under  consideration  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 
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Little  Gull  Lams  minutus 

V.C.  61:  Noted  almost  daily  at  Hornsea  from  January  (six)  to  late  June  when  six 
appeared  at  the  Mere.  One  to  two  at  Spurn  on  seven  days  from  24th  April  to  20th  July. 
One  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  16th  April,  and  one  from  2nd  to  13th  May.  Northerly 
movement  off  Hornsea  of  236  on  18th  (GRB)  and  186  on  19th  July,  then  the  build-up  at 
the  Mere  commenced  in  earnest  with  81  on  28th  July.  Then  160  in  that  area  on  6th  August, 
and  171  on  9th  of  which  120  at  the  Mere.  The  Mere  regularly  had  over  100  during  the  rest 
of  August,  with  168  on  12th;  126  on  16th;  162  on  17th,  and  122  on  20th,  numbers  then 
fewer  apart  from  117  on  15th  September.  Other  high  counts  off  Hornsea  of  135  north,  and 
52  on  the  sea  on  10th  August,  and  22  north,  and  211  on  the  sea  on  14th  September  (GRB); 
52  north  and  119  on  the  sea  on  24th;  171  on  29th,  and  160  on  30th  on  the  sea,  as  were  120 
on  18th  October,  and  on  19th,  123  flew  south,  as  did  43  on  4th  November. 

Flamborough  had  61  on  19th,  and  139  on  20th  September;  119  on  4th  November,  and  59 
on  1st  and  39  on  2nd  December,  mostly  moving  south. 

At  Filey  42  south  on  4th;  117  on  17th  November;  and  28  and  18  on  1st  and  2nd 
December. 

Small  numbers  at  Spurn  on  many  days  from  early  August  to  the  year-end  with  peaks  of 
81  on  27th  October  (47  north,  four  east,  30  on  the  sea),  and  109  on  4th  November  (107 
south,  two  north). 

Although  not  to  be  compared  with  the  incredible  numbers  of  1982,  the  species 
continues  to  be  encountered  more  frequently  and  in  greater  numbers  than  in  the  past. 

V.C.  62:  With  the  exception  of  one  at  Kettleness  on  28th  December,  all  the  records 
were  from  Scarborough  from  Long  Nab  to  South  Bay,  and  are  treated  as  from  one 
locality.  One  to  three  on  three  dates  in  January  and  February.  One  north  on  28th  June  and 
three  on  19th  July,  then  one  to  four  present  or  passing  (usually  north)  on  17  days  in 
August  plus  nine  north  on  24th.  Seven  north  on  24th  September,  and  occurred  on  six 
other  days  in  September  and  October.  85  south  off  Marine  Drive  in  three  hours  on  17th 
November,  when  five  were  near  the  harbour,  and  73  south  on  18th  when  over  40  were 
feeding  in  North  Bay.  Two  to  eight  on  six  other  days  in  November  and  December,  plus  28 
in  South  Bay  on  31st  December. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  in  January  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  14th  and  Broomhill  on  22nd,  and  five 
at  Wath  Ings  on  12th  February.  One  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  22nd  April,  and  at  Blacktoft 
Sands,  eight  on  26th  and  six  on  29th  April,  seven  on  1st  and  one  on  2nd  May,  and  four  at 
Wath  Ings  on  1st.  Singles  at  three  sites  on  four  dates  in  June  and  July.  In  August  one  to 
three  on  a total  of  eight  dates  at  Wath  Ings  (1st  and  4th),  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  (11th,  19th 
and  22nd),  Wintersett  Res.,  Southfield  Res.  and  Pugney’s  G.P. 

An  influx  in  early  November,  with  singles  at  Wath  Ings  (3rd,  18th  and  19th),  Pugney’s 
G.P.  (9th  and  10th),  Blacktoft  Sands  (17th),  with  two  there  on  3rd,  and  four  west  at 
Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  4th.  Two  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  1st  December. 

V.C.  64:  One  at  Eccup  Res.  on  22nd  February.  At  Fairburn  Ings,  13  on  25th,  one  on 
26th,  and  ten  on  27th  April;  up  to  nine  in  early  May;  singles  up  to  10th  June,  and  one  in 
the  autumn  on  6th  October.  Singles  at  Hay-a-Park  on  30th  May,  and  3rd  August. 

V.C.  65:  One  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  from  6th  to  21st  May. 


Sabine’s  Gull  Lams  sabini 

A first-summer  at  Flamborough  on  2nd  July  (PAL)  and  a similar  one  there  on  2nd 
September  (DM).  An  adult  north  off  Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  on  8th  August  was 
probably  the  one  that  was  seen  at  Scalby  Mills  on  several  days  from  20th  to  28th  August 
(RHA,  KW  et  ai).  An  adult  north-west  at  Spurn  on  2nd  September. 

Later  at  Flamborough  first-winter  birds  on  16th  September  (AMA,  DGH);  23rd 
September  (two);  5th  October  (PAL),  21st  October  and  8th  November  (DGH).  An  adult 
and  an  immature  at  Filey  on  23rd  September  (IF,  PMS,  HJW),  and  an  adult  on  5th 
October  (PJD),  when  a first-winter  that  had  probably  been  at  Flamborough  passed 
Atwick  (WFC). 
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Black-headed  Gull  Lams  ridibundus 

V.C.  61:  Far  fewer  counted  on  the  Lower  Derwent  than  in  1983,  with  1,700  at  Bubwith 
Ings  on  3rd  March  the  highest  recorded.  At  Tophill  Low  Res.  3,000  to  5,000  in  February 
and  March,  and  5,000  again  in  December.  The  Hull  Docks  area  held  4,000  on  16th 
August;  7,800  on  28th  October;  8,700  on  11th  November  increasing  to  about  20,000  for 
much  of  December.  5,350  on  29th  August  and  5,200  on  15th  September  at  Cherry  Cobb. 
Hornsea  Mere  had  3,600  on  21st  October,  and  on  the  same  day  10,380  moved  south  off 
shore  presumably  to  roost  on  the  sea  further  south. 

The  only  reference  to  breeding  was  of  85  locally  bred  juveniles  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on 
4th  July. 

V.C.  62:  A gathering  of  3,000  on  20th  and  4,000  on  21st  July  at  Scalby  Mills.  3,800  at 
Castle  Howard  on  19th  November. 

V.C.  63:  Large  roosts  during  January  at  Wintersett  Res.  of  7,000  on  2nd,  18th  and  20th; 
at  Pugney’s  G.P.  of  7,000  on  26th;  at  Thrybergh  Res.  2,000  on  22nd,  and  at 
Blackmoorfoot  Res.  2,500  on  1st.  4,000  at  Monkton  Tip  on  9th  February,  and  4,131  at 
Thrybergh  on  28th. 

Breeding  pairs  included  200  at  Upper  Walshaw  Dean  Res.,  20  each  at  Thorpe  Marsh 
and  Potteric  Carr,  seven  at  Mickletown  Ings,  and  one  at  Dewsbury  S.F.,  but  the 
occasionally  large  colony  at  Black  Moss  had  a disastrous  year  the  reasons  for  which  are  not 
known. 

Over  20,000  roosted  on  the  Humber  near  Blacktoft  in  September  and  October.  Winter 
roosts  included  4,960  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  5th  November,  and  in  December  3,000  at 
Pugney’s  G.P.  on  9th  and  17th;  6,000  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  13th,  and  3,500  at  Thrybergh 
Res.  on  29th. 

A bird  with  white  mantle  and  wings  in  the  Wakefield  area  from  March  to  the  year-end, 
and  a leucistic  bird  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  28th  February. 

V.C.  64:  Roost  maxima  of  2,000  on  24th  January  and  3,500  on  6th  December  at 
Fairburn  Ings;  2,000  at  Farnham  G.P.  from  January  to  March,  and  at  Swinsty  Res.  on  8th 
November,  and  peak  counts  at  Eccup  Res.  of  17,000  on  18th  January;  18,000  on  13th 
February;  11,000  in  October;  12,500  on  10th  November,  and  15,000  in  late  December. 

250  pairs  bred  at  Fairburn  Ings,  and  50  at  Knostrop  S.F.  Other  breeding  colonies  were 
not  counted. 

V.C.  65:  200  pairs  building  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  in  May,  of  which  all  but  15  apparently 
moved  to  Masham  G.P.,  where  an  influx  to  a newly  flooded  area  of  about  200  pairs 
occurred  during  May.  Ultimately  about  250  pairs  reared  at  least  252  young  at  Masham 
(DIF).  250  pairs  at  Summer  Lodge  Tarn;  90  pairs  (140  young)  at  Newton-le-Willows;  and 
also  bred  at  Jervaulx,  Redmires  Moor,  Smelt  Mills  Pond  and  Locker  Tarn.  Two  pairs  at 
Bolton-on-Swale  nested  without  success,  and  the  roost  here  built  up  from  3,800  in  August 
to  15,000  in  December. 


Common  Gull  Larus  canus 

V.C.  61:  Monthly  peaks  at  the  Tophill  Low  Res.  roost  of  5,500  in  January;  5,000  on  8th 
February;  7,000  on  22nd  March,  and  8,000  on  27th  December.  Over  1,500  in  the  Hull 
Docks  area  in  the  last  two  months  of  the  year.  An  unusually  large  count  for  Filey  of  6,000 
on  4th  April,  whereas  normally  numbers  there  are  under  500.  One  at  Filey  on  28th  March 
had  been  ringed  as  a pullus  at  Hanangervannet,  Norway  on  28th  July  1982. 

V.C.  62:  1,350  roosting  at  Castle  Howard  on  26th  February.  400  north  in  one  hour  at 
Scarborough  on  26th  September. 

V.C.  63:  Up  to  5,000  roosting  near  Blacktoft  Sands  during  the  autumn.  Inland  roost 
sites  had  fairly  low  maxima  including  350  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  1st  January;  600  at 
Wintersett  Res.  on  15th  January,  and  500  on  10th  December;  300  at  Ardsley  Res.  on  22nd 
January,  and  700  at  Pugney’s  G.P,  on  27th  February. 

V.C.  64:  The  Eccup  Res.  roost  was  the  only  one  of  significance,  and  held  9,000  on  4th 
January,  and  although  falling  to  1,100  on  2nd  February,  had  7,000  to  8,000  for  the  rest  of 
that  month,  down  to  3,000  for  late  March  and  early  April.  In  the  autumn  2,000  on  13th 


49 

September;  5,500  by  late  October;  7,000  on  11th  November,  and  about  6,000  in 
December. 

A pair  on  Fountains  Fell  probably  failed  a breeding  attempt,  and  breeding  also 
suspected  at  Birks  Tarn. 

Ring-billed  Gull  Lams  delaw arens is 

A first-winter  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  3rd  January  (JMP).  Accepted  by  the  YNU,  but 
not  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  Larus  fuscus 

The  numbers  at  inland  winter  roosts  remain  low  such  as  110  at  Eccup  Res.  on  28th 
February.  290  each  at  Leighton  Res.  and  Masham  G.P.  on  21st  November  after  which 
numbers  declined  there,  these  figures  being  the  tail  end  of  the  passage.  320  west  over 
South  Elmsall  on  22nd  January  was  an  unusual  record. 

Peaks  during  the  spring  passage  of  250  to  500  at  four  places,  with  similar  numbers  in  the 
autumn  at  six  places.  In  excess  of  these  were  up  to  2,000  near  Blacktoft  Sands:  1,200  at 
Masham  G.P.  on  30th  August,  2,250  on  19th  September,  and  1,050  on  30th  October. 

Apparently  non-breeding  summering  birds  at  several  sites  from  May  into  August,  such 
as  Knostrop  S.F.  and  Leventhorpe  area  (150);  Darnbrook  and  Fountains  Fells  (200); 
Crummack  Dale  (100);  Langcliffe  Quarry  (50)  and  Arncliffe  (20). 

Dark  backed  birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  races  L.f.  fuscus  and  L.f.  intermedius 
reported  from  at  least  22  localities  on  dates  ranging  from  late  March  to  mid  October,  the 
majority  being  reported  from  sites  along  or  near  the  Humber  between  May  and  1st 
September. 

Herring  Gull  Larus  argentatus 

Much  higher  maxima  at  the  inland  roosts  than  in  1983,  with  very  marked  fluctuations  at 
some  of  these  probably  due  to  local  weather  conditions. 

At  Eccup  Res.,  1,600  on  1st;  3,950  on  18th  January,  falling  to  790  by  31st  then  2,600  on 
9th  February.  At  Wintersett  Res.,  1,200  on  10th,  and  2,800  on  14th  January,  and  at 
nearby  Pugney’s  G.P.  1,000  on  24th  January.  2,000  at  Monkton  Tip  on  9th  February. 

Along  the  coast  up  to  2,000  at  Filey  in  the  winter  months,  and  counts  of  2,700  and  2,600 
on  25th  and  26th  February  respectively  at  Flamborough.  3,650  at  Fraisthorpe  on  28th 
January.  535  at  Scarborough  on  5th  February. 

Autumn  and  year-end  roosts  included  up  to  4,000  on  the  Humber  at  Blacktoft  Sands; 
2,800  at  Eccup  Res.  from  25th  to  31st  December;  800  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  29th 
December;  200  at  Bolton-on-Swale  in  October  increasing  to  1,550  by  December.  1,400  at 
Flamborough  on  12th  November,  and  peaks  of  southerly  passage  at  Spurn  of  1,100  on 
20th  October,  and  2,060  on  4th  November. 

Birds  breeding  in  the  town  at  Scarborough  are  described  as  invading  Columbus  Ravine, 
Ashville  Avenue,  Tennyson  Avenue  and  Moorland  Road. 

Yellow-legged  birds  at  Ellerton  Tip  on  24th  February  and  14th  August. 

Other  birds  with  yellow  legs  have  been  claimed  by  the  observers  concerned  as  follows: 
Considered  to  be  L.a.  michahellis  - at  Bridlington  on  3rd  January  and  Tophill  Low  Res. 
on  8th  May  (SLJ),  and  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  13  dates  in  August,  seven  in  September, 
eighteen  in  October  and  on  1st  November  (usually  one,  but  two  on  a few  dates)  (MLD, 
JMP)  and  one  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  1st  February. 

Considered  to  be  L.a.  cachinnans  at  Flamborough  on  15th  October  (DIMW). 
Considered  to  be  L.a.  heuglini  - at  Easington  on  31st  October  and  1st  December 
(SML). 

These  records  are  not  published  as  100  per  cent  certain  for  as  further  information 
becomes  available  on  the  separation  of  these  races  in  the  field,  and  as  observer  experience 
increases  it  is  probable  that  differing  conclusions  may  be  drawn  as  to  identity  of  particular 
birds. 

Descriptions  of  some  of  the  above  have  not  been  received  by  the  YNU  Reports 
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Committee,  but  they  are  nevertheless  published  for  future  reference  and  guide  to  possible 
research. 

Iceland  Gull  Larus  glaucoides 

V.C.  61:  Except  where  stated  all  were  in  first-winter  plumage.  Adults  at  Hornsea  on  3rd 
and  Flamborough  on  15th  January.  Second-winter  individuals  at  Filey  on  21st  and  29th 
January,  and  7th  March.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  5th,  12th  and  26th  February,  and  17th 
April.  Two  at  Filey  on  4th  February  and  on  7th  March,  and  singles  on  5th  and  12th 
February,  6th  and  24th  March  and  19th  April.  One  at  Burstwick  on  22nd  February  and 
one  at  Bridlington  on  10th  March. 

V.C.  62:  A probable  second-winter  on  31st  January,  and  a first-winter  on  1st  November 
at  Scarborough. 

V.C.  63:  First-winter  birds  on  various  dates  between  22nd  January  and  26th  March,  at 
Pugney’s  G.P.  (four  different  individuals),  Wintersett  Res.  (four),  Blackmoorfoot  Res. 
(two),  Dunscroft  Tip,  Ardsley  Res.,  Concord  Park,  Bruntcliffe  Tip,  Broomhead  Res., 
Thrybergh  Res.  and  Greasborough  Tip.  Second-winter  birds  between  28th  January  and 
20th  March  at  Pugney’s  G.P.,  Stairfoot,  Shroggs  Tip,  Wintersett  Res.  (four)  and 
Broomhill  Flash.  Adult  birds  between  26th  January  and  17th  March  at  Pugney’s  G.P. 
(three  or  four),  Thrybergh  Res.,  Wintersett  Res.  (two),  Monkton  Tip  and  Blacktoft  Sands 
and  one  not  aged  at  Broomhill  Flash  on  2nd  February. 

A second-winter  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  29th  October,  and  an  adult  at  Wintersett  Res.  on 
29th  November. 

V.C.  64:  First-winter  birds  at  Leventhorpe,  Wormald  Green,  Eccup  Res.  and  Fairburn 
Ings  (two)  one  of  which  stayed  at  the  last  site  from  29th  January  to  25th  March,  all  the 
others  in  the  vice-county  being  between  those  dates  except  for  one  at  Eccup  Res.  on  22nd 
December.  A third-winter  at  Eccup  Res.  on  16th  January.  Adult  birds  at  Eccup  Res.  from 
1st  to  15th  January;  from  7th  February  to  30th  March;  on  17th  February,  12th  April,  and 
from  13th  to  31st  December,  and  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  31st  March. 

The  above  represents  an  unprecedented  influx  particularly  at  the  inland  sites  during 
severe  conditions  in  mid  January,  and  was  evident  elsewhere  in  the  British  Isles. 

Glaucous  Gull  Larus  hyperboreus 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Bridlington  on  ten  dates  up  to  9th  April,  with  three  on  14th;  two  on 
23rd  and  29th  January,  and  on  5th  February.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  14  dates  up  to 
26th  May,  with  two  on  7th,  8th,  21st  January  and  12th  February;  four  on  5th  February  and 
three  on  11th  and  19th  February.  Up  to  two  at  Filey  regularly  from  6th  January  to  19th 
February.  Singles  at  Hornsea  on  4th  February;  Holmpton  on  25th  March  and  Sewerby  on 
7th  April.  Singles  on  four  dates  at  Spurn  up  to  6th  May. 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  19th  and  25th  August;  4th  and  25th  November  and  9th  December. 
Singles  at  Hornsea  on  19th  August,  3rd  November  and  10th  November.  One  at  Sewerby 
on  26th  August.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  nine  dates  from  22nd  October,  and  two  on  7th 
December.  Singles  at  Filey  on  27th  October,  4th  November,  16th,  22nd  and  30th 
December.  One  at  Hornsea  on  10th  November,  and  one  at  Fraisthorpe  on  29th 
December. 

Probably  three  different  individuals  at  Wheldrake  and  Ellerton  between  18th  January 
and  26th  February. 

V.C.  62:  One  at  Ravenscar  on  7th  January  and  19th  February.  One  at  Whitby  on  18th 
March.  Singles  at  North  Bay,  Scarborough  on  25th  March  and  Cloughton  Wyke  on  3rd 
April.  One  at  Scalby  Mills  on  1st  June,  and  another  off  Marine  Drive  on  1st  July. 

One  at  Long  Nab  on  6th  October  and  two  on  20th,  and  two  in  the  Scarborough  area  on 
17th.  One  at  Scalby  Mills  on  23rd  December. 

V.C.  63:  Most  frequent  between  15th  January  and  21st  February,  with  records  from 
Wintersett  Res.  (possibly  ten  birds,  23  days)  with  some  of  these  located  at  Stairfoot  and 
Monkton  Tips;  Pugney’s  G.P.  (seven),  Wath  Ings  (three),  Southfield  Res.,  Bruntcliffe  Tip 
(two)  and  Ardsley  Res.  (two).  One  at  Broomhill  Flash  on  11th  March,  and  one  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  26th  April. 
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Singles  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  25th  October;  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  19th  November,  and 

Southfield  Res.  on  26th  December. 

V.C.  64:  At  Eccup  Res.  three  on  15th  January,  and  singles  there  on  six  other  dates  to 
21st  March  (three  other  birds).  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  January,  one  on  11th  and 
12th  February,  and  another  on  25th  and  30th  March.  One  at  Skipton  S.W.  on  29th 
January. 

V.C.  65:  One  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  23rd  December. 

Great  Black-backed  Gull  Lams  marinus 

Rather  higher  numbers  at  the  roosts  than  in  the  earlier  1980s.  Maxima  in  January  of 

2.000  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  14th;  570  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  24th;  1,617  at  Eccup  Res.  on 
18th;  360  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  8th;  250  at  Cridling  Stubbs  on  8th;  150  at  Bolton-on- 
Swale;  and  at  feeding  sites  200  at  Ellerton  Tip;  193  at  Wormald  Green,  and  800  at 
Stairfoot  Tip  also  in  January.  700  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  3rd  February,  and  800  at  Monkton 
Tip  on  9th. 

Coastal  peaks  of  135  at  Scarborough  on  5th  February;  750  on  25th  February,  and  850  on 
12th  November  at  Flamborough;  242  at  Filey  on  4th  October,  and  1,120  south  at  Spurn  on 
20th  October. 

Up  to  1,000  on  the  Humber  at  Blacktoft  Sands  in  the  late  autumn;  200  in  November  and 
400  in  December  at  Bolton-on-Swale;  600  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  28th  October;  300  at  Weel 
Tip  (V.C.  61)  on  18th  December;  250  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  3rd  December;  300  at 
Fairburn  Ings  on  25th  November;  623  at  Eccup  Res.  on  31st,  and  148  at  Wheldrake  Ings 
on  18th  December. 

Kittiwake  Rissa  tridactyla 

Although  a complete  census  of  the  breeding  cliffs  of  Bempton  and  Flamborough  was 
not  carried  out  reports  suggest  a decline  of  about  15  per  cent.  No  census  at  Filey  or 
Scarborough,  but  the  latter  colony  continues  to  be  successful  and  250  nests  were  located 
on  the  Burniston  Bay  cliffs  in  June. 

Apart  from  576  south  at  Spurn  on  8th  January  the  first  high  numbers  were  in  late 
March,  with  2,000  an  hour  passing  Filey  and  5,720  off  Flamborough  on  31st.  By  late  April 

5.000  an  hour  recorded  from  Filey,  and  a peak  at  Spurn  of  1,855  during  a day  in  late  May. 
During  July  off  Flamborough  counts  of  15,000  on  1st;  20,040  on  14th;  an  unprecedented 
77,730  on  21st  and  22,550  on  28th.  Up  to  100  juveniles  found  dead  on  the  beach  at  Filey  on 
23rd  and  24th  July. 

After  11,500  at  Flamborough  on  4th  August  numbers  fell  off  rapidly,  although  southerly 
passage  at  Spurn  was  steady  through  the  autumn  with  an  unexpected  peak  of  3,500  on  4th 
November. 

Inland,  fairly  frequent  in  the  early  months  up  to  6th  April  with  passage  at  14  localities  in 
V.C.  64,  nine  more  in  V.C.  63  and  at  five  in  the  rest  of  the  county.  Mostly  in  parties  of 
four  or  less,  but  seven  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  4th,  and  eight  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  14th 
January;  14  north-east  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  21st  February;  33  at  Redmires  Res.  on  1st 
March;  eight  at  Thrybergh  Res.  and  nine  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  6th  April.  Two  May  and  two 
June  records,  including  12  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  15th  May. 

Apart  from  two  records  in  late  October  most  occurrences  were  associated  with  adverse 
conditions  along  the  coast,  and  strong  westerlies  inland  in  early  November.  On  3rd 
November,  44  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  two  at  Wheldrake  Ings,  ten  at  Fairburn  Ings,  28  west 
at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  53  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  On  4th  November,  20  at  the  Humber 
Wildfowl  Refuge,  55  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  132  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  27  south-west  at 
Concord  Park  and  on  5th,  five  at  Mickletown  Ings  and  on  8th,  six  at  Wintersett  Res. 
Addition  to  the  1981  Report:  105  at  Broomhead  Res.  on  16th  January. 

Gull-billed  Tern  Gelochelidon  nilotica 

One  considered  to  be  a first-year  flew  north  at  Flamborough  on  10th  June  (AMA, 
DIMW),  and  an  adult  also  flew  north  there  on  20th  August  (PAL). 

These  two  records  have  not  yet  been  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Caspian  Tern  Sterna  caspia 

An  adult  flew  north  then  east  at  Flamborough  on  25th  June  (PAL). 
Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Sandwich  Tern  Sterna  sandvicensis 

Two  north  at  Filey  on  24th  March  and  other  singles  there  and  at  Flamborough  by  the 
month-end,  with  a widespread  increase  in  passage  by  late  April. 

Much  higher  numbers  on  the  return  passage,  with  500  to  800  at  Easington  Lagoons  and 
Spurn  in  mid  to  late  July,  with  1,200  at  the  former  site  on  4th  August,  and  100s  south  daily 
at  the  latter  site  during  August  and  September,  including  1,100  on  9th. 

Southerly  movement  at  Flamborough  of  1,074  on  25th,  1,361  on  26th  and  1,018  on  29th 
August,  and  at  Filey  1,436  in  three  hours  on  3rd  September. 

Peaks  at  Scarborough  of  110  north  on  19th  July,  and  86  south  in  an  hour  on  15th 
August. 

Late  singles  at  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  19th  October,  at  Spurn  on  21st,  23rd  and  25th, 
at  Filey  on  27th  and  Flamborough  on  30th. 

Inland  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  one  to  three  at  nine  localities  between  21st  April  and  27th 
August. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Seven  west  at  Longwood,  Huddersfield  on  24th 
September. 


Roseate  Tern  Sterna  dougallii 

Two  at  Spurn  on  26th  May  and  one  on  29th,  when  two  at  Flamborough.  One  at  Spurn 
on  8th  June,  and  singles  at  Easington  Lagoons  on  8th  and  9th  June  (SLJ),  12th  (GG),  29th 
(RCP)  and  30th  July  (NAB).  Two  north  at  Hornsea  on  21st  July  (PH),  one  on  29th 
(GRB),  and  singles  on  10th,  15th  and  16th  August  (GRB).  Singles  at  Flamborough  on 
25th  July  (PAL),  6th  (DGH)  and  29th  August  (JCL)  and  two  on  14th  August  (PAL).  One 
at  Filey  on  31st  July  (MF,  HJW),  and  two  on  22nd  August  (PJD). 

One  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  8th  July  (ADW). 


Common  Tern  Sterna  hirundo 

The  first  of  either  this  or  the  next  species,  Arctic  Tern,  S.  paradisaea  was  one  at  Filey  on 
12th,  and  then  nine  at  Spurn  on  14th  April.  The  first  identified  as  S.  hirundo  were  singles 
at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  23rd,  Spurn  on  24th,  and  Nosterfield  G.P.  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  27th 
April.  One  to  eight  at  many  inland  sites  during  the  spring  passage  and  the  breeding 
season. 

Two  pairs  bred  in  the  Doncaster  area.  Two  pairs  bred  at  Fairburn  Ings,  but  a third  pair 
there  was  not  successful.  A male  at  Hay-a-Park  G.P.  for  three  months  failed  to  attract  a 
permanent  mate.  A pair  reared  two  young  at  Bolton-on-Swale.  Larger  parties  inland 
included  30  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  2nd  June;  22  at  Mickletown  Ings  and  14  at  Pugney’s  G.P. 
on  3rd;  14  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  17th  July,  and  25  south  there  on  23rd  September.  One  at 
Thorpe  Marsh  on  7th  October. 

On  days  of  heavy  passage  the  counts  at  most  watch  points  gave  a combined  total  for  this 
species  and  S.  paradisaea. 

The  peak  counts  off  Hornsea  occurred  earlier  than  at  other  watch  points,  with  the 
majority  going  north,  and  included  totals  of  1,040  on  19th,  and  407  on  20th  July,  and  562 
(146  south)  on  12th  and  580  (117  south)  on  22nd  August  (GRB).  Southerly  movement  at 
Spurn  peaked  from  28th  August,  with  daily  counts  of  from  113  to  483  up  to  31st,  then  504 
on  2nd,  582  on  3rd  and  1,300  on  9th  September.  At  Flamborough  390  on  21st,  324  on 
22nd,  670  on  25th  and  455  on  26th  August;  341  on  2nd,  290  on  4th  and  260  on  23rd 
September.  112  south  at  Scarborough  on  13th  August,  and  222  north  in  one  and  a half 
hours  on  26th  August. 

Two  each  at  Bridlington  on  1st  November,  Spurn  on  2nd  and  Fraisthorpe  on  4th,  and 
singles  at  Spurn  on  9th  and  at  Filey  on  10th  and  11th  November. 
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Arctic  Tern  Sterna  paradisaea 

A very  early  one  at  Thrybergh  Res,  on  6th  April,  and  the  next  to  be  identified  were 
singles  at  Wheldrake  Ings  and  Flamborough  on  18th  April.  Passage  at  inland  sites  was 
very  light  in  the  spring  probably  due  to  birds  being  able  to  pass  over  high  in  the  clear 
weather  conditions,  but  the  autumn  passage  was  also  poor. 

20  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  26th  April,  and  11  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  1st  May,  were  the  only 
double  figure  counts  away  from  the  coast. 

230  on  19th  July,  149  on  20th  and  127  on  21st  at  Flamborough.  85  south  at  Hornsea  on 
20th  August.  29  north  on  19th  July,  and  23  south  on  13th  August  at  Scarborough. 

One  found  at  Ripon  on  24th  October  died  on  26th. 

Four  on  4th,  and  two  on  5th  November  at  Flamborough. 

Little  Tern  Sterna  albifrons 

After  one  at  Spurn  on  19th  April,  and  five  on  20th  then  regularly  here  and  at  Easington 
Lagoons,  with  peaks  at  Spurn  of  14  on  28th  April,  and  25  on  18th  May. 

Eight  pairs  reared  23  young  to  the  flying  stage  at  Easington  Lagoons  {per  CGV). 

Few  records  during  June  away  from  the  breeding  colony. 

Movement  evident  in  July,  with  two  at  Sunk  Island  on  22nd,  nine  at  Spurn  and  four  at 
Flamborough  on  30th,  and  at  Filey  three  on  22nd  and  29th. 

Daily  at  Spurn  during  August  including  15  on  2nd,  18  on  6th,  25  on  13th  and  13  on  15th. 
On  12th  August  at  Hornsea  18  north  and  four  south,  and  five  also  at  Flamborough.  Five 
on  2nd,  three  on  10th  and  on  18th  August  at  Filey. 

One  at  Bempton  on  21st  August,  and  three  at  Spurn  on  8th  September. 

Singles  inland  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  27th  April;  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  and  Altofts  Ings  on 
18th  May;  Mickletown  Ings  on  6th,  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  1st,  8th  and  17th,  and  Thorpe  Marsh 
on  14th  June.  Two  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  one  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  8th  July.  Two  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  29th  June,  and  one  at  Elsecar  Res.  on  6th  August. 

Late  singles  at  Scarborough  on  5th  September  and  at  Long  Nab,  Burniston  on  30th 
September,  and  on  20th  October. 

Whiskered  Tern  Chlidonias  hybridus 

Addition  to  the  1975  Report:  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  13th  September  (HS  et  al). 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Black  Tern  Chlidonias  niger 

Few  spring  records  along  the  coast  but  a little  more  frequent  inland.  Singles  on  15th 
April  at  Wath  Ings,  Edderthorpe  and  Pugney’s  G.P.,  then  at  nine  other  localities  before 
the  month  end  including,  on  24th  eight  at  Fairburn  Ings  (with  four  to  1st  May);  on  25th 
and  26th  seven  at  Hay-a-Park  G.P.,  and  four  at  Staveley;  on  27th,  five  at  Wheldrake  Ings; 
on  29th,  five  east,  and  on  30th  six  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  and  four  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  those 
last  two  dates. 

Untypically  low  numbers  from  all  areas  in  May,  and  quite  scarce  in  June,  with  a total  of 
only  11  bird  days  for  the  former  month.  Four  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  3rd  June,  and  at 
Spurn  on  8th  and  11th,  and  three  at  Eccup  Res.  on  19th. 

A total  of  only  about  a dozen  inland  records  of  singles  from  July  to  October,  plus  three 
at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  10th  July. 

Coastal  passage  during  the  autumn  was  very  sparse,  with  only  singles  at  Scarborough  up 
to  25th  September;  two  at  Flamborough  on  30th  August,  and  four  on  4th  September;  six 
off  Hornsea  on  24th  July,  four  on  11th  and  six  on  12th  August,  and  a few  singles  later  until 
the  last  on  21st  October.  At  Spurn  a total  of  24  bird  days  to  the  last  on  18th  October. 

A very  late  record  of  one  at  Filey  on  3rd  November,  but  even  later  was  one  north-west 
over  Dringhouses  Pond  on  5th  November  (DW). 

Guillemot  Uria  aalge 

The  peak  counts  of  Auk  passage  at  the  regular  watch  points  where  the  species  have  not 
been  differentiated  would  contain  a majority  of  this  species,  and  amongst  these  counts 
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were  1,000  an  hour  at  Filey  on  23rd  April,  and  5,000  an  hour  on  2nd  May,  and  at 
Flamborough  10,350  on  3rd  March,  11,700  on  27th  March,  24,000  on  17th  June,  14,000  on 
6th,  and  10,315  on  8th  November. 

These  would  include  many  of  the  Bempton  birds  for  which  no  census  was  done  in  1984. 
50  on  ledges  between  Filey  Brigg  and  the  Wyke.  Inland  one  found  dead  under  wires  at 
Wilberfoss  on  13th  April;  a juvenile  at  Ross  Carrs  on  28th  August,  and  one  west  along  the 
River  Ouse  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  5th  September. 

Razorbill  Alca  tor  da 

Considered  to  have  had  a good  breeding  season  at  Flamborough  Head,  but  at  Bempton 
a few  sites  that  were  monitored  showed  little  change  or  a slight  decline  (RSPB).  The 
previous  estimate  of  25  pairs  north  of  Filey  is  now  considered  to  be  high,  and  ten  pairs 
appears  more  reasonable  (HOB). 

Two  singles  in  the  Saltend  area  of  the  Humber  on  19th  and  24th  November. 


Black  Guillemot  Cepphus  grylle 

Singles  at  Filey  Brigg  on  1st  January  (SC,  HJW)  and  at  Flamborough  on  23rd 
September,  and  2nd  December  (DIMW,  PAL). 

Little  Auk  Alle  alle 

One  in  a garden  at  Tockwith  on  16th  January  flew  off  when  approached. 

One  in  Scarborough  on  26th  January  landed  briefly  on  a road. 

A few  along  the  coast  in  the  early  months  particularly  at  Filey  and  Flamborough,  with 
no  more  than  five  on  any  one  day,  and  one  to  two  at  those  places  in  April  up  to  9th. 

One  on  4th  and  two  on  5th  August  on  the  sea  at  Hornsea  in  full  summer  plumage  (BF, 
KR). 

One  at  Flamborough  on  8th  September  and  small  numbers  there,  at  Spurn  and 
Scarborough  before  considerable  passage  commenced  on  5th  November,  with  counts  of 
124  at  Spurn;  307  off  Hornsea  and  Atwick,  and  546  off  Flamborough  moving  north.  On 
6th  November  the  movement  continued,  with  most  birds  going  north,  and  totalled  578  at 
Spurn,  4,010  at  Flamborough,  62  at  Filey  and  364  at  Scarborough.  On  7th,  eight  at  Spurn, 
55  at  Flamborough  and  48  at  Scarborough,  and  on  8th  November,  20  at  Spurn,  104  at 
Flamborough  and  seven  at  Scarborough.  50  south  at  Filey  on  9th  November. 

Smaller  numbers  at  these  localities,  and  also  at  Cloughton  Wyke  and  Staithes  up  to  the 
year-end. 

One  found  dead  on  the  beach  at  North  Bay,  Scarborough  on  18th  November,  and  one 
dead  on  the  road  at  Spurn  on  23rd  December. 

Inland  records  were  quite  numerous. 

One  west  past  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge,  and  Blacktoft  Sands  on  29th  October.  A 
lightly  oiled  bird  found  at  Gleadless,  Sheffield  on  24th  October  although  cared  for  died 
later.  Others  located  inland  that  died  were  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  6th  November,  at 
Broomhill  on  6th  (died  at  Edderthorpe  on  7th);  at  Hull  Docks  and  at  Redmires  Res.  on 
7th,  when  a corpse  was  also  found  at  Stocksbridge;  and  another  at  Edderthorpe  on  10th 
November.  On  the  last  date  one  was  at  Farnham  G.P.,  and  another  flew  over  Scawthorpe, 
Doncaster. 


Puffin  Fratercula  arctica 

An  estimate  of  1 ,500  to  2,000  pairs  at  the  Bempton  colony  which  is  thought  to  be  a slight 
increase.  Small  numbers  breeding  on  the  cliffs  north  of  Filey  Brigg. 

Regular  counts  taken  at  Flamborough  included  240  on  28th  April  (fewer  than  usual  this 
month);  1,600  on  16th  and  1,260  on  26th  May;  over  2,000  on  three  June  days,  with  2,720 
on  18th.  With  the  dispersal  from  the  colony  and  elsewhere  in  July  counts  of  4,340  on  2nd; 
8,340  on  21st;  6,360  on  27th;  13,680  on  28th;  6,310  on  29th,  and  in  early  August,  4,360  on 
3rd;  6,113  on  4th  and  2,100  on  5th  at  Flamborough  were  to  be  expected. 
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800  an  hour  south  at  Filey  Brigg  on  30th  July,  and  1,300  south  in  six  hours  on  6th 
August. 

70  north  at  Scarborough  on  19th  July,  and  119  north  at  Long  Nab  on  19th  October. 


Rock  Dove  Columba  livia 

Birds  resembling  the  pure  species  are  common  at  Flamborough  with  up  to  1 ,000  on  the 
headland.  Up  to  250  at  Filey  Brigg.  150  feeding  at  Hunmanby  Hall  Park  on  16th  February. 
150  to  200  frequently  seen  on  the  Wolds  well  away  from  the  coast,  and  are  considered  to 
be  from  the  Flamborough  area. 

Stock  Dove  Columba  oenas 

A flock  west  of  Tophill  Low  Res.  numbered  120  on  18th  January  and  110  on  19th 
February.  Other  flocks  in  the  early  months  of  70  at  Byram  Park  on  4th  February;  of  52  at 
Thrybergh  on  17th  February,  and  50  near  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  12th  March. 

A large  flock  at  Broomhill  Flash  numbered  700  on  27th  October,  and  up  to  400  in 
November,  and  Hatfield  had  450  on  31st  December. 

175  at  North  Stainley  on  21st  October;  72  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  10th  November,  and  in 
the  Cherry  Cobb  area  215  on  11th  and  149  on  25th  November. 

Woodpigeon  Columba  palumbus 

Good  numbers  in  the  county  during  the  early  months,  but  few  large  flocks  located  at  the 
year-end. 

During  January,  10,000  at  Dunnington  north  of  Hornsea  on  19th,  and  2,000  at 
Broomfleet;  in  the  York  area  1,500  at  Storwood  on  4th;  1,200  at  Ellerton  tip  on  24th,  and 
up  to  5,000  near  Fulford  Golf  Course  on  25th.  3,300  at  Wilsic,  Doncaster  on  8th  January, 
and  over  2,100  near  Thornton  Steward  (V.C.  65)  in  January  and  February.  Good  numbers 
in  the  York  area  during  February,  with  flocks,  at  Poppleton  of  2,000  on  5th  down  to  1,000 
by  20th;  at  Melbourne  1,150  on  5th,  and  1,000  there  on  8th  March;  and  large  flocks 
elsewhere  in  the  county  of  1,000  at  Hatfield  on  4th;  1,750  at  Newton  Kyme  on  22nd;  2,000 
at  High  Batts  on  25th;  4,000  at  Tophill  Low  on  19th  February,  and  3,000  there  on  3rd 
March. 

The  roost  at  Hornsea  Mere  had  good  numbers  in  both  winters  the  highest  count  being 
9,650  on  4th  February. 

Visible  migration  watching  at  Redmires  Res.,  Sheffield  in  late  October  and  early 
November  gave  a total  of  25,000  moving  south  and  west,  with  a peak  of  4,823  on  27th 
October,  and  also  at  this  site  4,280  moved  north-east  on  31st  December.  1,198  over 
Fairburn  Ings  on  2nd  November,  and  1,500  east  over  Clayton  West  on  29th  December. 


Collared  Dove  Streptopelia  decaocto 

Flocks  of  100  at  Copgrove  on  1st,  and  Headingley  on  19th  January;  of  120  at  Fairburn 
from  10th  to  12th  February;  of  200  at  Selby  on  10th  March,  and  of  117  in  East  Park  Hull 
on  27th  March. 

270  at  Bottomboat,  Wakefield  on  5th  August,  and  250  up  to  late  September;  150  at 
Royston  on  19th  September;  250  at  Rotherham  on  13th  October;  100  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on 
13th;  117  at  Clayton  on  17th;  153  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  19th  November,  and  55  in  one  tree  at 
Burton  Fleming  Mere  on  23rd  November. 

During  December,  450  at  North  Elmsall  on  4th;  400  at  Fairburn  on  9th;  120  at 
Tadcaster  on  25th,  and  150  at  Broomfleet. 

Turtle  Dove  Streptopelia  turtur 

Early  arrivals  at  Fangfoss  on  15th  April,  Broomfleet  on  17th,  then  at  Wilsic  and 
Fairburn  Ings  on  20th.  12  at  Hatfield  on  23rd  April. 

No  indications  of  breeding  success  or  populations  except  the  comment  from  V.C.  64 
that  numbers  were  lower  than  usual.  A pair  at  Gatherley  Tip,  Catterick  through  the 
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summer.  The  usual  incoming  westerly  passage  along  the  Humber  with  peaks  of  41  on  19th 
May  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  and  19  at  Sunk  Island  on  9th  June,  with  peak  southerly  passage  at 
Spurn  during  this  period  of  80  on  2nd  June. 

At  Broomfleet  50  on  19th  August  and  thereafter  20  to  30,  but  35  on  10th  September 
then  down  to  15  to  22nd,  and  four  on  17th  October. 

Flocks  during  August  of  14  at  Thrybergh  on  7th,  22  at  Wath  on  24th,  and  37  at  Thorpe 
Marsh  on  28th. 

Cuckoo  Cuculus  canorus 

After  the  first  at  Bempton  on  14th  April,  appeared  daily  at  new  sites  as  follows: 
Hornsea  Mere  on  15th;  Colton,  Leeds  on  16th;  Potteric  Carr  on  17th;  Pannal  on  18th; 
Parlington  Park  on  19th,  and  Digley  on  20th,  with  a general  arrival  from  22nd,  when  some 
were  in  the  Dales,  to  the  26th  April.  Five  on  Ilkley  Moor  on  25th  April,  six  at  Hornsea 
Mere  on  27th  and  Cowden  on  28th,  and  six  again  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  9th  May.  Six  each  at 
Wintersett  on  22nd  May,  the  Little  Don  Valley  on  10th  June,  Wath  on  17th  June,  and 
Sunk  Island  on  7th  July. 

Quite  common  in  the  Dales  and  other  moorland  areas. 

Singles  at  five  places  in  September,  with  the  last  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  14th. 

Barn  Owl  Tyto  alba 

V.C.  61:  Although  the  stronghold  for  the  species  is  believed  to  be  the  coastal  strip  of 
North  Holderness,  it  appears  from  the  records  that  the  situation  in  the  vice-county  as  a 
whole  is  satisfactory,  with  birds  located  at  28  sites  in  the  York  area  in  the  breeding  season 
and  seven  in  the  winter  months.  Recorded  at  31  sites  in  Holderness  and  along  the  Humber 
Estuary,  and  breeding  reported  from  one  site  on  the  edge  of  the  Wolds.  Only  one  sighting 
at  Filey  where  the  species  is  becoming  increasingly  scarce. 

V.C.  62:  Hunting  birds  at  four  localities  including  Burniston,  where  one  was  found  dead 
on  a roadside  on  22nd  October. 

V.C.  63:  Four  breeding  sites  in  the  Doncaster  area,  and  birds  at  six  other  sites.  A survey 
of  suitable  sites  in  the  Barnsley  area  revealed  seven  pairs  of  which  three  were  successful, 
this  being  considerably  more  than  thought  previously. 

Decline  continuing  in  the  Huddersfield  area  although  more  may  be  present  than  have 
been  located  recently. 

V.C.  64:  One  pair  bred  near  Leeds,  and  it  is  thought  that  a pair  were  resident  in  the 
Fairburn  area.  Regular  sightings  in  two  districts  of  the  Harrogate  area.  Only  two  records 
from  the  Dales. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  A pair  bred  successfully  in  the  Harrogate  area. 

V.C.  65:  Only  four  sightings  reported  of  which  three  were  in  Wensleydale. 

Little  Owl  Athene  noctua 

V.C.  61:  Recorded  at  10  localities  in  the  east,  with  breeding  suspected  at  one  of  them. 
Recorded  at  13  localities  near  York,  with  two  birds  at  only  two  of  them. 

V.C.  62:  Several  records  from  Burniston  where  a pair  was  present  in  April. 

V.C.  63:  A healthy  situation  with  pairs  breeding  at  34  sites,  and  birds  located  at  43  other 
sites  many  of  which  probably  held  breeding  birds.  The  foregoing  does  not  include  the 
Sheffield  area  which  has  a good  population,  with  numbers  being  particularly  high  in  the 
south-east. 

V.C.  64:  No  change  in  status,  and  reported  as  still  being  widespread  and  relatively 
common.  Three  pairs  bred  on  one  farm  at  Bishop  Thornton. 

V.C.  65:  Singles  at  seven  localities. 

Tawny  Owl  Strix  aluco 

Knowledge  of  the  species  status  throughout  the  county  remains  in  general  rather  vague. 
Good  breeding  densities  reported  from  Flamborough  Head,  Atwick  (five  pairs), 
Sheffield,  and  many  located  in  the  Huddersfield,  Barnsley  and  Doncaster  areas,  but  with 
breeding  only  proved  for  a small  proportion  of  these. 
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Long-eared  Owl  Asio  otus 

V.C.  61:  Most  records  were  of  singles  and  were  outside  the  breeding  season,  although 
two  young  were  at  a site  near  York  on  6th  June.  Two  each  at  Dunnington  near  Hornsea  on 
7th  January;  at  Flamborough  on  24th  March  and  15th  November  (in  off  the  sea);  at 
Burstwick  on  8th  December,  and  two  at  Spurn  on  several  days  from  25th  March  to  2nd 
June,  one  of  which  remained  to  11th  June,  and  two  in  November  on  17th,  with  a third  on 
18th. 

V.C.  62:  Singles  at  four  localities  mostly  in  the  York  area,  with  two  juveniles  at  one  of 
these  on  21st  June.  Three  roosted  at  Strensall  Common  on  19th  December. 

V.C.  63:  Up  to  three  roosted  at  Wath  Ings  between  early  January  and  16th  April.  The 
Haw  Park  roost  was  not  visited  although  singles  were  seen  in  January  and  November.  One 
at  Carlton  Marsh  in  January  and  February. 

Six  breeding  pairs  located,  and  there  would  be  a few  others  near  Sheffield. 

Up  to  three  at  Thorpe  Marsh  and  Wath  Ings  from  October. 

V.C.  64:  Two  roosted  at  Tockwith  during  January.  Other  records  all  of  singles  from 
Bishop  Monkton,  High  Batts,  Skipton  and  Fairburn  Ings. 

V.C.  65:  One  located  at  a site  suitable  for  breeding. 

Short-eared  Owl  Asio  flammeus 

V.C.  61:  Widespread  records  at  both  ends  of  the  year  particularly  along  the  coast,  the 
Humber  Estuary  and  the  general  area  of  the  Lower  Derwent.  Four  at  Cowden  Range 
occasionally  during  these  periods. 

13  came  in  off  the  sea  at  Filey  on  3rd  November,  and  five  were  still  there  on  4th.  Four 
on  10th  and  five  on  25th  November  at  Spurn. 

V.C.  62:  Singles  at  Strensall  on  1st  May  and  12th  June. 

V.C.  63:  Quite  frequent  at  many  lowland  localities  up  to  May  and  from  September, 
including  up  to  four  at  Durkar  flats  early  in  the  year,  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  where  of  two 
pairs  present  one  definitely  bred. 

Present  throughout  the  year  at  upland  sites,  attempting  breeding  at  three  (of  which  one 
was  successful),  and  present  at  three  other  possible  breeding  sites. 

V.C.  64:  Lowland  sightings  at  ten  sites  of  from  one  to  three  birds.  Breeding  on  the 
uplands  not  proved  although  birds  displayed  over  some  moorlands.  Seven  on  23rd  May 
and  six  on  24th  June  in  Langstrothdale. 

A second-hand  report  from  local  inhabitants  indicated  that  about  20  pairs  were  present 
during  the  breeding  season  in  the  Langstrothdale  and  Cam  Fell  areas  (per  JFR). 

V.C.  65:  Singles  at  Bolton-on-Swale  and  Catterick  in  the  early  months.  Present  on  most 
moorland  sites  through  the  breeding  season.  One  nest  on  Preston  Moor  was  predated  by 
Fox,  Vulpes  vulpes. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  V.C,  62:  five  breeding  pairs  located  (JMc,  MC)  in  the 
North  Yorkshire  Moors. 

Nightjar  Caprimulgus  europaeus 

The  first  arrivals  at  Hatfield  Moor  on  12th  May  where  birds  remained  until  at  least  3rd 
September.  Four  adults  ringed  here,  but  no  counts  made  of  males  or  pairs.  Present  and 
breeding  at  two  sites  in  Wykeham  Forest,  with  a maximum  of  seven  males  located 
between  17th  May  and  10th  August  (SC).  A pair  at  Cropton  Forest  on  14th  June  (AB). 
Two  singing  males  at  Skipwith  Common  on  8th  June,  and  one  at  Strensall  Common  on 
11th  July.  Four  birds  at  a site  in  the  Barnsley  area  from  25th  June  to  23rd  August. 

The  only  record  from  the  fringes  of  the  Dales  was  one  at  High  Batts  on  9th  June.  Singles 
at  Broomfleet  on  16th  May,  and  Burghey  Banks  on  6th  August. 

Swift  Apus  apus 

Although  widely  reported  with  birds  at  over  20  places  in  late  April  after  firsts  at 
Giggleswick,  Spurn,  Flamborough  and  Filey  on  21st,  with  the  exception  of  160  at  Hornsea 
Mere  on  30th  April  numbers  were  low,  until  the  major  influx  began  in  earnest  on  20th 
May. 
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During  late  May,  650  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  20th;  200  at  Eccup  Res.  on  22nd;  2,900  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.  on  26th;  5,000  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  27th  and  28th;  700  at  Fairburn  Ings, 
250  at  Castle  Howard  and  300  at  Hay-a-Park  G.P.  on  28th;  and  continuing  the  influx  into 
early  June,  400  at  Wath  Ings  on  2nd;  950  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  3rd,  and  400  at  Harrogate 
S.F.  South  on  6th  June. 

Passage  at  Spurn  of  2,400  on  12th  June;  4,000  on  9th  and  10th  July,  and  6,000  on  12th 
July. 

960  south  at  Flamborough  on  17th  July,  and  500  west  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  19th. 

Late  singles  at  Atwick  on  17th  October,  Acomb  on  9th  November,  and  at  Spurn  on  26th 
October  and  10th  November. 

Kingfisher  Alcedo  atthis 

A welcome  increase  in  the  number  of  records  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 

V.C.  61:  A family  party  of  five  near  Burstwick  on  25th  August,  and  breeding  probable 
along  the  middle  reaches  of  the  River  Hull,  and  along  the  Market  Weighton  Canal.  Bred 
along  the  Pocklington  Canal,  and  present  elsewhere  at  approximately  25  localities. 

V.C.  62:  Present  at  about  eight  localities  north  of  York,  and  four  near  Pickering,  as  well 
as  one  at  Seamer  G.P.  on  11th  September. 

V.C.  63:  A total  of  seven  pairs  bred  at  six  sites,  and  singles  recorded  at  22  others. 
Presumably  some  in  the  Sheffield  area  where  four  territories  were  occupied  in  1983. 

V.C.  64:  A further  satisfactory  increase,  with  a total  of  at  least  15  pairs  that  raised  17 
broods  located  along  the  Rivers  Skell,  Wharfe,  Aire  and  Ribble.  Far  more  sightings  in 
Upper  Wharfedale  and  near  Skipton  than  in  recent  years. 

V.C.  65:  Three  pairs  bred  in  the  Richmond  area,  and  birds  occurred  regularly  on  the 
River  Ure,  and  on  the  River  Swale  up  to  Muker. 


Hoopoe  Upupa  epops 

During  May  one  at  Fishlake,  Doncaster  from  5th  to  9th  (MB),  and  one  found  dead  at 
Underbank  Res.,  Stocksbridge  on  24th  (MW).  One  at  Spurn  from  5th  to  9th,  and  on  11th 
October. 

Wryneck  Jynx  torquilla 

In  the  spring  singles  at  Flamborough  on  26th  April;  in  an  Otley  garden  on  4th  May 
(RL);  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  13th  May  (JB  et  al)\  at  High  Batts  Nature  Reserve  on  20th 
May  (TJS  et  al),  and  at  Spurn  on  2nd  June. 

Very  good  numbers  at  Spurn  from  15th  August  to  8th  September  commencing  with  one 
to  18th,  then  three  on  22nd;  four  on  23rd;  five  on  24th;  ten  on  25th;  three  on  26th;  five  on 
27th;  four  on  28th;  two  on  29th  August,  then  six  on  4th;  two  on  5th,  and  one  on  8th 
September.  One  at  Kilnsea  on  12th  September. 

Singles  at  Flamborough  on  21st  and  26th  August,  and  16th  September.  Singles  at  Filey 
on  26th  August  and  16th  September.  Two  at  Scalby  Mills  on  26th  August  (RNH). 

Inland,  one  killed  at  Wheatley  Bridge,  Doncaster  on  22nd  August  (per  RAM);  one  at 
Round  Hill,  Wharfedale  on  27th  August  (KM),  and  one  at  Sprotbrough  on  6th  September 
(CCR). 

Green  Woodpecker  Picas  viridis 

Woodpecker  species  are  somewhat  elusive  in  the  breeding  season,  and  although 
reported  from  60  sites  in  V.C.  63  breeding  was  only  proved  at  five  of  these.  Although 
present  and  inevitably  breeding  in  the  Dales  conclusive  evidence  was  obtained  at  only  one 
site.  No  breeding  records  from  the  valleys  of  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors,  or  from  the 
Howardian  Hills  although  again  birds  are  noted  regularly. 

Much  rarer  in  the  east  of  V.C.  61,  two  at  Weedly  on  7th  June  being  the  only  breeding 
season  record. 

One  at  Spurn  on  9th  August  was  the  first  there  since  1967. 
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Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  major 
Well  over  30  pairs  bred  in  V.C.  64,  and  at  least  22  did  so  in  V.C.  63.  Quite  common  in 
V.C.  65  with  several  nests  found  in  the  Richmond  area.  Three  pairs  bred  at  Hornsea 
Mere,  and  another  probably  did  so  at  Rise  Park,  Hull.  Recorded  at  38  sites  in  the  York 
area,  with  two  or  more  birds  at  six  of  these. 

Nine  at  Bretton  Park  in  the  spring,  and  eight  at  Howell  Wood  on  21st  April. 

Lesser  Spotted  Woodpecker  Dendrocopos  minor 
V.C.  63:  Recorded  at  22  sites  with  breeding  probable  at  many  of  these,  but  none  proved 
this  year. 

V.C.  64:  Breeding  confirmed  for  four  pairs,  and  probable  at  three  other  sites.  Singles  at 
11  sites  around  Leeds,  four  near  Harrogate,  and  four  elsewhere  in  the  vice-county. 
Singles  at  six  localities  in  the  York  area. 

One  at  Hornsea  Mere  to  9th  April,  with  a second  on  7th  January. 

One  at  Wensley  on  10th  May,  and  one  at  Masham  G.P.  on  23rd  June. 

Short-toed  Lark  Calandrella  brachydactyla 

At  Spurn  one  flew  south  calling  over  narrow  neck  on  17th  June  (JC). 

Not  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  who  were  not  satisfied  that  the 
available  evidence  was  adequate. 

Woodlark  Lullula  arborea 

Correction  to  the  1983  Report:  Delete  One  singing  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  25th  May 
(AG). 

Skylark  Alauda  arvensis 

A'  very  widespread  southerly  movement  overhead  on  15th  January,  of  142  at 
Gouthwaite  Res.;  960  at  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station;  110  at  Eccup  Res.;  445  at 
Fairburn  Ings;  100  at  Pugney’s  G.P.;  150  at  Wath  Ings;  200  at  Thorpe  Marsh;  220  at 
Blacktoft  Sands;  114  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  and  500  an  hour  all  morning  at  Wheldrake  Ings. 
Other  movements  during  January  of  550  south-south-west  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  5th;  and 
southerly  movements  of  250  at  Wath;  200  at  Thorne;  450  at  South  Elmsall;  314  at 
Thrybergh,  and  67  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  22nd,  and  180  at  Thrybergh  on  23rd,  and  240  at 
Blacktoft  Sands  on  24th.  395  were  at  Flamborough  on  22nd  January,  and  260  on  5th 
February;  150  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  15th  January,  and  at  Atwick  in  early  February;  and  200 
at  Ingbirchworth  on  21st  February. 

155  south  at  Flamborough  on  25th  March. 

Flocks  of  230  at  Wath  Ings  on  22nd  September,  and  200  at  Goldsborough  on  24th;  220 
south  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  14th  October;  200  at  Thorner  on  20th;  and  205  at  Cherry 
Cobb  on  18th,  and  350  on  25th  November.  Westerly  movement  at  Sunk  Island  of  145  on 
7th,  and  231  on  14th  October,  and  235  on  4th  November.  450  south  at  Flamborough  on 
10th  November,  and  peaks  of  southerly  movement  at  Spurn  of  120  on  14th  September; 
431  on  21st  October  (2,358  total  for  the  month),  and  191  on  2nd  November. 

Shore  Lark  Eremophila  alpestris 

Up  to  six  in  the  Easington  and  Kilnsea  areas  from  1st  January  to  20th  April,  were  also  in 
the  Spurn  area  from  31st  March  on  13  days  to  21st  April  (NAB,  JC,  SLJ  et  al). 

Singles  at  Flamborough  on  4th  October  (PAL),  and  Filey  on  30th  November  (PJD). 
Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  92  at  Flamborough  on  11th  December  including  a flock  of 
63  in  off  the  sea  (PAL,  DGH,  JH). 

Sand  Martin  Riparia  riparia 

One  near  Harrogate  on  27th  March,  then  others  at  Thrybergh  on  1st;  Bretton  Park  on 
3rd;  Hornsea  Mere  on  4th;  Wath  Ings  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  5th  April,  and  a more  general 
arrival  between  12th  and  25th  April,  although  numbers  were  no  more  than  double  figures 
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anywhere,  until  Hornsea  Mere  had  at  least  1,000  on  1st  May,  and  six  days  later  200  were  at 
Blacktoft  Sands. 

Breeding  numbers  were  down  on  previous  years  in  all  parts  of  the  county. 

V.C.  61:  Three  small  colonies  near  York  had  in  total  only  about  20  per  cent  of  the  1983 
numbers.  The  colony  on  Filey  Brigg  formerly  of  about  20  pairs  was  deserted.  Apparently 
only  a slight  decline  on  Flamborough  Head.  Few  bred  at  Atwick  though  this  was  probably 
due  in  part  to  the  changing  shape  of  the  cliff.  A colony  near  Hornsea  was  down  by  about 
40  per  cent. 

V.C.  62:  A small  colony  at  East  Ness  on  the  River  Rye  had  two  pairs  against  six  in  1983. 

V.C.  63:  Declined  in  all  areas  with  only  small  numbers  seen  during  the  season. 

V.C.  64:  Breeding  colonies  were  drastically  reduced,  with  some  of  the  smaller  ones 
being  deserted  completely. 

V.C.  65:  In  the  Masham  area  breeding  numbers  were  down  by  66  per  cent,  and  at 
Catterick  Bridge  a colony  of  270  pairs  in  1983  had  virtually  disappeared. 

Total  passage  numbers  recorded  at  Spurn  for  spring  and  autumn  were  in  1983,  322  and 
2284  respectively,  and  in  1984,  73  and  256  respectively. 

A roost  at  Altofts  Ings  that  normally  held  several  hundreds  had  only  50. 

High  maxima  during  August  of  2,000  at  Blacktoft  Sands  and  at  Broomfleet;  470  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.;  400  at  Nosterfield  G.P.;  500  at  Fairburn  Ings  and  at  Mickletown  Ings, 
and  1,500  at  Leventhorpe. 

Two  at  Bubwith,  and  singles  at  Spurn  and  Hornsea  Mere  on  30th  September,  and  one  at 
Leventhorpe  on  3rd  October. 

Swallow  Hirundo  rustica 

One  at  New  Mill  on  27th  March,  and  other  singles  at  Seaton  on  3rd;  Bishop  Monkton 
on  4th,  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  5th  April,  with  good  numbers  from  10th,  and  particularly  on 
15th  April.  4,000  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  1st  May,  and  1,400  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  18th 
May.  A late  influx  noted  from  mid  May  to  mid  June  in  various  parts,  particularly  in  V.C. 
64. 

Breeding  populations  considered  near  normal  in  V.C.  64  and  around  York,  but  in  V.C. 
65  numbers  were  down. 

Probable  Swallow  x House  Martin  hybrids  at  Broomhill  Flash  on  10th  May,  and  Spurn 
on  30th  May. 

Total  passage  numbers  recorded  at  Spurn  for  spring  and  autumn  were  in  1983,  9,094 
and  28,725  respectively,  and  in  1984,  4,219  and  13,448  respectively. 

The  1984  figures  included  peaks  of  500  on  19th  May;  600  on  1st  June;  3,300  on  28th 
August,  and  1,590  on  8th  September. 

Roost  maxima  of  2,000  to  4,000  on  dates  between  11th  and  26th  September  at  Altofts 
Ings,  Blacktoft  Sands,  Leventhorpe  and  Mickletown  Ings,  and  5,000  at  Wintersett  Res.  on 
12th  September.  Much  larger  roosts,  at  Staveley  in  late  August  and  early  September,  with 
50,000  to  100,000  birds;  at  Fairburn  Ings,  with  50,000  on  11th;  100,000  on  15th,  and  60,000 
on  20th  September,  and  at  Worsbrough,  with  30,000  on  24th  September. 

November  records  of  singles  at  Gildersleets  on  5th;  Sewerby  on  6th;  Flamborough  on 
10th;  Barmston  on  13th  and  Welwick  on  25th,  whilst  Spurn  had  a total  of  ten  in  the  month 
including  the  last  one  on  25th. 


House  Martin  Delichon  urbica 

One  at  Wath  Ings  on  8th  April,  then  singles  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  13th;  Bretton  Park  and 
Ilkley  on  14th;  Wheldrake  Ings  and  Warmsworth  (two)  on  15th;  Naburn,  Tophill  Low 
Res.  and  Pool-in-Wharfedale  on  16th. 

600  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  1st  May;  400  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  8th;  350  at  Pugney’s  G.P. 
on  20th,  and  100  each  at  Sprotbrough  on  13th,  and  Castle  Howard  at  the  month-end. 

Most  areas  reported  a good  breeding  season  although  scarcer  than  usual  in  several 
villages  of  the  Wolds  and  North  Yorkshire  Moors,  and  in  parts  of  V.C.  64  and  V.C.  65. 
As  with  the  other  hirundines  passage  numbers  at  Spurn  were  down  on  1983.  The  total 
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numbers  in  1983  were  5,659  and  13,739  and  in  1984,  1,357  and  2,790  for  spring  and 
autumn  respectively. 

Peak  passage  days  at  Spurn  of  408  on  2nd  June,  and  1,139  on  8th  September. 

100  in  off  the  sea  at  Filey  on  9th  September,  and  peaks  at  Flamborough  of  460  on  26th 
August,  and  400  on  2nd  September. 

200  each  at  Fishlake  on  6th  August;  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  1st  September,  and  at 
Worsbrough  Res.  on  9th  and  26th  September.  400  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  27th  September. 
100  to  150  at  five  other  places  about  early  September.  On  25th  September  150  east  at 
Bretton  Park,  and  227  south-west  at  Thrybergh. 

Singles,  on  10th  November  at  Flamborough  and  Spurn;  on  13th  November  at  Atwick 
and  Spurn,  and  on  11th  December  at  Sewerby,  and  a late  inland  record  at  Wensley  on  3rd 
November. 

Richard’s  Pipit  Anthus  novaeseelandiae 

One  at  Flamborough  on  16th  September  (PAL).  One  west  at  Stone  Creek  on  7th 
October  (SML).  Two  at  Kilnsea  on  29th  October  (NAB,  SML),  and  one  on  1st  November 
(NAB).  Singles  at  Spurn  on  28th  October;  from  31st  October  to  1st  November,  and  one 
north  on  11th  November. 

An  unusual  location  for  the  species  was  Concord  Park,  Sheffield  where  one  occurred  on 
5th  October  after  north-easterly  winds  (JPS  et  al). 


Tawny  Pipit  Anthus  campestris 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  One  at  Spurn  on  6th  September. 

Addition  to  the  1970  Report:  One  at  Spurn  on  6th  June. 

The  1970  record  was  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Olive-backed  Pipit  Anthus  hodgsoni 

One  at  Flamborough  from  26th  September  to  2nd  October  was  trapped  during  the 
course  of  its  stay  (PAL,  JMP,  DAR  et  al). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Tree  Pipit  Anthus  trivialis 

The  first  at  Knotford  Nook  on  11th  April,  then  singles  at  Flamborough  and  Wath  Ings 
on  14th;  Silkstone  on  15th,  then  a fairly  general  arrival  after  20th  April. 

Status  described  as  normal  in  all  areas. 

15  at  Flamborough  and  12  at  Spurn  on  16th  September. 
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Late  singles  at  Wath  Ings  on  1st;  Flamborough  and  Spurn  on  2nd,  and  west  at  Sunk 
Island  on  7th  October. 

Meadow  Pipit  Anthus  pratensis 

Flocks  noted  at  several  places  during  hard  weather  in  January,  as  well  as  small  flocks  of 
20  to  50  moving  south  at  a few  localities.  200  at  Clifton  Ings  on  15th  January;  90  at  Naburn 
S.W.  on  20th;  96  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  7th;  168  at  Hall  Dike  near  Huddersfield  on  23rd; 
100  at  Stanley  S.F.  on  25th,  and  120  at  Filey  on  22nd  January. 

Some  spring  passage  including  1,200  west  at  Ewden  on  1st  April,  and  300  at  Digley  on 
16th,  and  flocks  of  100  at  Thorpe  Marsh  and  Wath  Ings  on  15th  April. 

Considerable  evidence  of  movement  during  September,  and  into  early  October  both  on 
the  coast  and  inland. 

A total  of  31,965  south  at  Spurn  during  September,  with  a peak  day  of  6,000  on  20th.  At 
Flamborough  650  on  7th;  1,250  on  8th,  and  600  on  16th  September.  Smaller  numbers 
south  at  Filey  including  160  on  12th  September.  Flocks  during  the  month  of  175  at 
Cowden  on  17th;  350  on  7th  and  400  on  30th  at  Gouthwaite  Res.;  300  on  21st  at  Rathmell; 
200  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  25th,  and  movement  included  172  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  13th 
September,  and  112  south  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  1st  October.  At  Sunk  Island  707  west  on 
8th  September;  242  west  on  16th,  and  484  there  on  29th  September. 

Rock  Pipit  Anthus  spinoletta 

Six  records  at  inland  sites  away  from  the  Humber  up  to  30th  April  including  three  at 
Pugney’s  G.P.  on  26th  March,  and  16  records  from  26th  August  to  the  year-end,  half  of 
which  were  in  October,  including  three  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  21st  October. 

Up  to  eight  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  late  in  the  year;  13  between  Welwick  and 
Kilnsea  on  1st  December,  and  23  at  Sunk  Island  on  15th  December. 

Passage  numbers  usually  less  than  20  in  any  one  day  apart  from  34  south  at  Spurn  on 
30th  October.  A full  shoreline  count  at  Flamborough  in  December  gave  a total  of  75. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Scandinavian  race,  A.s.  littoralis  at  Wath  Ings  on 
25th  March  and  Stanley  S.F.  on  30th,  and  two  to  three  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  during  the  first 
week  of  April.  Eight  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  March;  one  at  Spurn  on  30th  March;  three  at 
Filey  on  25th;  four  at  Flamborough  on  11th  March,  and  one  to  two  on  other  spring  days. 
Nine  at  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  November,  and  smaller  counts  on  other  days  in  the  year 
(SML).  Three  at  Flamborough  on  28th  September. 

An  unusually  high  number  of  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  Water  Pipit,  A.s. 
spinoletta  in  the  county  particularly  in  the  early  period.  One  at  Tudworth  on  9th  April; 
one  at  Hawkswick  on  17th  May,  and  one  at  Spurn  on  30th;  and  one  at  Flamborough  on 
11th  June. 

Singles  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  12th  November,  and  at  Welwick  on  15th 
December. 

Regularly  at  Blacktoft  Sands  commencing  with  one  to  two  on  four  dates  in  January; 
singles  on  two  dates  in  February;  four  from  17th  March  to  5th  April;  three  on  9th,  two  on 
10th  and  one  on  19th  April.  One  from  26th  October  to  the  year-end. 

Yellow  Wagtail  Motacilla  flava 

Three  singles  that  were  in  advance  of  a more  general  arrival  were  at  Kettlewell  on  3rd 
April,  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  7th  and  Filey  on  8th,  then  one  to  two  at  Blacktoft  Sands, 
Pugney’s  G.P.,  Thrybergh,  and  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  12th  April,  and  in  the 
next  ten  days  a good  influx  throughout  the  county. 

24  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  18th  April;  50  at  Bolton-on-Swale  and  27  at  Fairburn  Ings  on 
21st;  30  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  24th;  22  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  28th;  21  at  Flamborough  on 
30th  April;  30  at  Harrogate  S.F.  South  on  4th  May;  38  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  5th,  50  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.  on  the  same  day,  and  over  100  there  on  21st  May. 

Breeding  populations  appeared  normal  apart  from  certain  localities  in  V.C.  65  where 
numbers  were  down. 

Roosts  of  200  at  Broomhill  Flash  on  26th  August,  and  Wath  Ings  on  3rd  September,  and 
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175  at  Carlton  Marsh  on  4th  September,  and  flocks  of  up  to  50  at  five  other  places  about 
these  dates. 

Singles  at  Edderthorpe,  Blacktoft  Sands  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  4th  to  6th  October 
respectively,  and  at  Harrogate  S.F.  South  on  14th,  and  two  at  Hobmoor  near  York  on 
25th  October. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Blue-headed  race,  M.f.  flava  at  eight  localities 
between  15th  April  and  1st  June,  including  three  at  Flamborough  on  6th  May.  One  female 
at  Tophill  Low  Res.  paired  with  a male  M.f.  flavissima,  which  stayed  beyond  this  period. 
One  at  Broomhill  Flash  on  14th  July,  and  on  four  other  days  up  to  11th  August. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Grey-headed  race,  M.f.  thunbergi  at  Flamborough 
on  6th  May  (AMA,  DS,  DIMW),  and  at  Spurn  on  30th.  Both  birds  were  males. 

Grey  Wagtail  Motacilla  cinerea 

Bred  in  all  vice-counties  including  a number  of  lowland  localities  but  certainly  more 
common  along  the  upland  streams.  Indications  of  an  increase  in  breeding  pairs 
particularly  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64  following  a decline  in  the  earlier  1980s,  that  was  in  part 
due  to  severe  winter  conditions. 

Parties  of  up  to  six  at  about  ten  places  including  Pickering  on  21st  August  and  Long 
Nab,  Burniston  on  12th  October.  Ten  at  Worsbrough  on  29th  September;  nine  at  Bolton 
Abbey  on  17th  June  and  Wentworth  on  5th  October,  and  seven  at  Pool-in-Wharfedale  in 
July  and  August. 

Small  numbers  at  non-breeding  sites  in  the  winter  months. 

Pied  Wagtail  Motacilla  alba 

The  roost  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  had  120  on  8th  February;  130  on  23rd  March,  and  200  on 
5th  April,  and  that  on  the  Huddersfield  Civic  Centre,  200  on  24th  March.  120  at  Naburn 
S.W.  on  20th  January,  and  200  on  3rd  March;  80  at  Lundwood  S.W.  on  28th  January;  91 
at  Clifton  Ings  on  8th  February,  and  140  at  Harrogate  S.F.  South  on  18th  March. 

200  flying  to  roost  north  of  Runley  Bridge  in  the  Ribble  Valley  during  August.  100  at 
Naburn  S.W.  in  early  August  and  50  at  Sandsend  on  29th. 

Peak  passage  at  Flamborough  of  85  on  7th  September,  and  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  of  100 
on  23rd  September. 

Other  autumn  flocks  of  105  on  the  Knavesmire,  York  on  19th  September;  150  to  200  at 
Ripon  in  September  and  early  October;  179  at  Eccup  Res.  on  20th  November,  and  100  at 
Thrybergh  Tip  on  30th  December.  50  to  75  at  four  other  places  in  the  autumn,  and  the 
highest  roost  count  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  in  this  period  was  only  73. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  White  Wagtail,  M.a.  alba  at  39  localities  between  26th 
March  and  1st  June.  No  more  than  six  together  apart  from  20  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  17th 
April,  and  23  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  18th  April.  Up  to  four  at  Hornsea  Mere  in  early  March, 
and  during  the  autumn  singles  at  Spurn  on  three  September  days;  two  at  Fairburn  Ings  on 
17th  September,  and  one  at  Stanley  S.F.  on  8th  October. 


Pied  Wagtail 


S.  Brocklehurst 
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Waxwing  Bombycilla  garrulus 

One  in  a Harrogate  garden  during  mid  January.  One  at  Filey  Brigg  on  4th  and  5th 
November.  One  at  Kirk  Sandall,  Doncaster  on  27th  December. 

Dipper  Cinclus  cinclus 

Quite  an  abundant  breeder  in  the  Dales  in  V.C.  64  and  V.C.  65.  12  at  Drebley, 
Wharfedale  on  21st  December.  Pairs  bred  at  Crambeck  and  West  Ness  in  the  York  area, 
and  birds  present  again  at  Settrington  in  V.C.  61. 

A pair  bred  at  Scalby  Mills,  Scarborough  again  nesting  by  the  beck  only  30  metres  from 
the  high  tide  line. 

Around  17  pairs  reported  from  V.C.  63  plus  probables  at  another  seven  sites.  A further 
22  localities  which  had  records  of  the  species  may  support  breeding  birds. 

Wren  Troglodytes  troglodytes 

Although  most  comments  on  status  make  reference  to  normality  the  species  would 
appear  to  be  still  increasing  slightly  having  thoroughly  recovered  from  the  drastic  fall  in 
numbers  at  the  end  of  the  1970s. 

17  were  roosting  in  old  nests  of  House  Martin,  Delichon  urbica  at  Pannal  during 
January.  12  at  a roost  in  Almondbury,  Huddersfield  in  late  January.  At  least  25  pairs  bred 
in  the  Tophill  Low  Res.  area.  29  at  Spurn  on  30th  October. 

Dunnock  Prunella  modularis 

Good  numbers  at  Wilsic,  Doncaster  peaked  at  65  on  8th  January  although  more  would 
be  present  later  as  about  35  pairs  bred. 

Some  evidence  of  spring  and  autumn  passage,  with  peaks  at  Flamborough  of  31  on  8th 
April,  and  35  on  29th  September.  Also  during  September  at  least  32  at  Spurn  south  from 
the  narrows  on  7th,  and  over  20  on  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  17th,  and  on  14th  October 
27  at  Cherry  Cobb  including  a few  flying  over. 

Winter  gatherings  of  17  at  Brayton  Barff  on  8th  March,  and  18  at  Saltend  in  December. 

Robin  Erithacus  rubecula 

Breeding  numbers  appear  to  be  normal  and  substantial. 

One  caught  at  Breck  Farm  near  Sheffield  on  25th  January  had  been  ringed  at  Nidingen 
in  Sweden  on  24th  April  1983. 

Continental  birds  at  Flamborough  included  12  on  28th  April  and  15  on  6th  May.  The 
autumn  passage  would  include  many  from  the  continent,  and  peaks  were  recorded  as 
follows:  at  Spurn  30  on  16th  September,  and  7th  and  10th  November;  at  Flamborough,  30 
on  16th  September;  25  on  25th  and  26  on  29th,  then  70  on  17th,  and  32  on  18th  November; 
at  Filey  similar  increases  but  lower  maxima;  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  27  on  26th  September;  at 
Sunk  Island  20  on  6th  October,  and  at  Thorpe  Marsh  over  35  in  early  October. 

Thrush  Nightingale  Luscinia  luscinia 

Three  at  Spurn  with  the  first  in  the  canal  zone  from  23rd  to  29th  May  (JC,  BRS,  GT  et 
al)\  the  second  near  wire  dump  on  25th  and  26th  May  (SML),  and  the  third  at  the  Warren 
from  30th  May  to  2nd  June  (BRS  et  al). 

All  three  records  have  been  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Nightingale  Luscinia  megarhynchos 

Up  to  two  males  on  Hatfield  Moor  from  24th  April,  and  one  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  30th 
April.  Singles  at  Tollingham  on  29th  April;  Flamborough  on  21st  May  and  at  Naburn 
S.W.  on  30th  June.  At  Spurn  one  on  5th  May  and  two  on  20th,  with  one  remaining  on 
21st. 

Bluethroat  Luscinia  svecica 

As  has  often  been  the  case  in  recent  years  the  majority  of  the  records  were  from 
Flamborough  in  the  spring,  and  these  commenced  with  a male  on  6th  May;  a female  on 
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18th;  six,  including  three  males  on  20th;  four  including  two  males  on  21st;  a female  on 
22nd;  a male  on  26th  and  single  females  on  27th  and  30th  May  (AMA,  DS,  JH,  PAL,  SR, 
JCL,  AG).  13  birds  considered  to  have  been  involved  during  this  period,  and  all  were  of 
the  Red-spotted  race,  L.s.  svecica. 

At  Spurn  a male  on  13th  May;  a female  on  20th  and  a male  on  29th,  the  males  being 
Red-spotted,  L.s.  svecica. 

A female  at  Widdop  near  Hebden  Bridge  on  28th  May  (TIC,  KFS,  RJH). 

An  immature  female  at  Flamborough  on  8th  September  (AS,  PAL). 

Black  Redstart  Phoenicurus  ochruros 

Recorded  inland  at  Glasshouses  on  3rd  April;  at  Bolton-on-Dearne  Tip  on  5th;  near 
Esholt  on  15th  April;  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  11th  May,  and  at  Clint  from  28th  to  30th  May.  A 
male  at  Drax  Power  Station  on  26th  April,  with  two  females  on  30th,  and  a male  singing 
regularly  there  from  23rd  May  to  19th  August. 

In  Hull,  a singing  male  in  the  city  centre  from  25th  April  to  21st  July,  and  one  in  the 
docks  area  on  15th  May. 

One  at  Potteric  Carr  on  6th  November. 

The  remainder  were  at  coastal,  or  near  coastal  localities,  from  Spurn  to  as  far  north  as 
Staintondale. 

One  at  Spurn  on  1st  January.  From  late  March  (28th)  through  much  of  April,  Spurn  had 
singles  regularly,  and  up  to  three  in  mid  April,  and  one  to  two  were  in  the  Kilnsea  to 
Easington  area.  Singles  at  Filey  in  late  March  and  in  April,  and  at  Bempton  on  four  days 
in  April.  One  to  two  at  Flamborough  throughout  most  of  April  and  into  May.  One  to  two 
at  Spurn  on  ten  days  in  May,  and  singles  at  Bempton  on  17th  and  27th  May,  and  in  June  at 
Flamborough  one  on  7th  and  two  on  10th. 

One  at  Spurn  on  2nd  August  and  two  on  26th,  and  after  two  on  24th  September  present 
on  16  October  days,  with  a peak  of  four  to  six  from  16th  to  21st,  then  in  November  one  to 
three  on  ten  days  up  to  12th.  One  at  Flamborough  on  26th  August,  then  singles  in  late 
September  and  early  November.  One  to  two  in  the  Easington  and  Kilnsea  areas  in 
October  and  November. 

Singles  at  Filey  on  16th  October,  10th  November  and  13th  December. 

Two  at  Holmpton  on  18th  October,  and  singles  at  Scarborough  on  4th,  and  Staintondale 
on  16th  November,  and  singles  in  December  at  Spurn  on  2nd  and  3rd  and  Flamborough 
on  23rd. 

Redstart  Phoenicurus  phoenicurus 

Early  arrivals  at  Grimescar,  Huddersfield  on  12th  April;  at  Wath  Ings  on  14th;  at 
Pannal  and  Howgill  on  15th  April;  and  Flamborough,  and  Leventhorpe  Hall  on  17th. 
Little  evidence  of  a major  influx. 

Conflicting  reports  of  the  breeding  situation. 

Few  in  the  York  area  and  absent  from  some  regular  sites,  with  a total  of  11  singing 
males  being  reported.  No  status  change  reported  for  V.C.  63  and  singing  males  included 
18  in  the  Ewden  Valley,  and  ten  at  Luddenden  Dean.  A successful  breeding  season 
reported  from  the  wooded  parts  of  the  upper  Dales  valleys  in  V.C.  64.  Apparently  very 
scarce  in  Wensleydale,  but  less  so  in  Swaledale. 

Coastal  passage  peaked  on  16th  September,  with  35  at  Spurn;  50  at  Flamborough  and  22 
at  Filey,  and  in  general  was  quite  light. 

One  at  Wath  Ings  on  20th  September  was  the  last  inland,  and  others  were  at  Spurn  on 
5th;  Flamborough  on  6th  and  Filey  on  7th  October,  and  finally  one  at  Spurn  on  16th 
November. 


Whinchat  Saxicola  rubetra 

Singles  at  Hornsea  Mere,  Spurn  and  on  Hatfield  Moors  on  15th  April,  and  at  Little 
Almscliffe  on  17th;  at  Marton  on  20th,  and  Fairburn  Ings  and  Leventhorpe  Hall  on  21st 
April. 


66 


As  with  the  previous  species  there  was  no  evidence  of  a major  influx,  apart  from  25  at 
Flamborough  on  5th  May. 

Numbers  breeding  in  the  York  area  would  appear  to  be  no  more  than  average. 
Described  as  widespread,  but  local  in  V.C.  65  and  nowhere  very  common.  Good  numbers 
breeding  in  the  Dales,  but  few  in  the  lowlands  of  V.C.  64.  Of  43  singing  males  reported  in 
V.C.  63  the  majority  were  in  the  uplands. 

Parties  at  inland  sites  included  15  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  31st  August;  24  at  Fairburn  Ings 
on  1st  September,  and  19  at  Knavesmire,  York  on  9th  September. 

A steady  passage  at  Spurn,  with  peak  days  of  41  in  late  August  and  52  in  early 
September.  Similar  numbers  at  Flamborough  from  mid  August  to  mid  September,  with 
peaks  of  31  on  24th  August;  40  on  16th  and  36  on  17th  September.  35  at  Filey  on  22nd 
August,  and  17  at  Cowden  on  17th  September. 

Singles  at  Ingbirchworth  on  3rd  and  Sandford,  Settle  on  23rd  October;  at  Flamborough 
on  6th  October  and  4th  November,  and  at  Spurn  on  21st  October. 

Stonechat  Saxicola  torquata 

V.C.  61:  Up  to  four  at  Cowden  to  late  March,  and  apart  from  one  at  Ulrome  on  7th 
January  all  the  other  early  records  were  between  11th  March  and  4th  April  with  ones  and 
twos  being  at  Spurn,  Kilnsea,  Easington,  Fraisthorpe,  Flamborough  and  Filey  on 
occasional  dates.  One  at  Spurn  on  24th  September,  then  regularly  in  October  and  early 
November  up  to  a maximum  of  six,  and  one  remaining  from  5th  November  to  the 
year-end.  At  Tophill  Low  Res.  three  different  individuals  between  27th  October  and  5th 
November.  Isolated  singles  mostly  in  October  at  Filey,  Flamborough,  and  Hornsea  Mere 
and  two  at  Kilnsea  on  15th  October.  Up  to  five  at  Cowden  from  mid  September. 

An  adult  male  trapped  at  Flamborough  on  7th  June  was  considered  to  belong  to  the 
race  S.t.  maura.  It  remained  until  10th  June  (PAL,  JCL,  DGH  et  al).  One  at  Spurn  from 
8th  November  to  the  year-end,  and  trapped  on  12th  November  was  considered  to  show 
characteristics  of  the  race  S.t.  stejnegeri. 

V.C.  62:  One  at  Anchor  Plain  on  13th  May.  Singles  at  Burniston  Bay  on  9th  October 
and  11th  November;  at  Staintondale  on  23rd  October;  at  Jackson’s  Bay  on  28th  October; 
at  Cromer  Point  on  18th  November,  and  at  Scalby  Mills  on  2nd  December. 

V.C.  63:  In  January  singles  at  Grange  Park,  Rotherham  on  1st,  and  Potteric  Carr  on 
22nd.  One  to  two  at  Thorpe  Marsh  up  to  28th  February,  and  one  at  Potteric  Carr  on  10th 
and  11th  February.  Two  at  Thrybergh  from  17th  to  20th  March. 

Singles  in  September  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  20th  and  29th,  and  Ingbirchworth  on  23rd; 
in  October  at  Wath  Ings  on  1st  and  2nd,  and  Altofts  Ings  on  27th  and  28th;  in  November 
at  Walshaw  Dean  on  18th;  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  20th,  and  three  in  the  Upper  Derwent  on 
24th;  and  in  December  singles  at  Potteric  Carr  on  9th,  26th  and  29th. 

V.C.  64:  One  near  Penyghent  on  18th  March.  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  between  24th 
September  and  1st  November,  and  another  from  10th  to  18th  November.  One  at 
Hay-a-Park  on  8th  October. 

V.C.  65:  Two  at  Leighton  Res.  on  1st  October. 

Wheatear  Oenanthe  oenanthe 

Although  birds  appeared  at  at  least  nine  localities  in  March,  including  Ingbirchworth  on 
20th,  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  on  24th,  Bempton  and  Thorpe  Marsh  on  25th,  and  New 
Farnley  on  27th,  it  was  not  until  13th  April  that  a widespread  and  considerable  influx 
commenced,  with  many  places  having  spring  maxima  by  the  21st,  even  though  some  of 
these  were  in  single  figures.  Higher  counts  included  up  to  38  at  Spurn;  22  at  Flamborough 
on  13th,  and  26  on  14th;  26  at  Filey,  11  each  at  Easington  and  Hornsea  Mere,  and  68  at 
Ingbirchworth  on  14th;  55  at  Flamborough  and  16  at  Burniston  on  15th;  53  at 
Ingbirchworth  on  16th,  and  15  at  Wath  Ings  and  12  at  Potteric  Carr  on  17th  April. 

A further  influx  evident  along  the  coast  in  May  included  43  at  Flamborough  on  19th. 

Birds  considered  to  show  the  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race,  O.o.  leucorrhoa  at 
eight  localities  mostly  inland  between  15th  April  and  4th  June,  including  eight  at 
Flamborough  on  20th  May. 


67 

Breeding  situation  in  general  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  being  most  common  in  the 
Dales,  however  H.  O.  Bunce  comments  that  there  has  been  a great  reduction  on  the 
North  Yorkshire  Moors  since  the  1930s  and  1940s. 

The  return  passage  was  not  exceptional,  with  peaks  in  late  August  of  33  at  Spurn  and  37 
at  Flamborough,  and  of  18  on  4th,  and  33  on  16th  respectively  at  these  places  in 
September,  and  15  at  Filey  Brigg  on  18th  September. 

Late  birds  at  inland  sites  at  Otley  Chevin  on  14th  and  at  Edderthorpe  on  23rd  October, 
but  further  east  singles  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  4th,  and  at  Sunk  Island  on  25th  November, 
and  at  Spurn  on  17th  November. 

Rock  Thrush  Monticola  saxatilis 

One  at  the  south  end  of  Beacon  Lane  on  3rd  May  where  it  was  caught  on  4th  and 
released  later  at  the  Warren  at  Spurn  (VG,  BRS,  GT  et  al).  The  second  record  for  the 
county. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Rock  Thrush 


J.  M.  Finder 
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Ring  Ouzel  Turdus  torquatus 

All  the  March  records  were  from  typical  upland  breeding  sites  commencing  with  one 
between  Arncliffe  and  Malham  on  13th;  then  one  at  Digley  on  23rd,  with  five  by  1st  April; 
singles  at  Blake  Dean  on  29th,  Ribblehead  on  30th,  and  Gorple  on  31st  March.  A steady 
arrival  at  other  Pennine  sites  between  2nd  and  14th  April,  and  a light  coastal  passage  from 
11th  April  to  10th  May,  plus  a few  at  Spurn  around  the  month-end. 

A good  breeding  season  with  at  least  20  pairs  in  the  Barnsley,  Huddersfield  and  Halifax 
areas;  good  numbers  in  the  Dales  and  reports  from  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors  of  at  least 
16  pairs,  and  stated  to  be  numerous  in  Rosedale  on  23rd  May. 

Autumn  coastal  passage  was  light  mostly  being  of  single  birds  although  Flamborough 
had  six  on  16th  September,  and  Spurn  four  on  24th. 

One  at  Malham  on  2nd,  one  at  Sunk  Island  on  6th,  and  three  near  Lower  Barden  Res. 
on  7th  October. 

A late  influx  with  birds  at  Spurn  on  7th;  Fylingdales  (two)  and  Filey  on  8th;  Atwick 
(two)  on  9th;  Burniston  on  11th  November,  and  at  Foredale,  Helwith  Bridge  in  mid 
November. 

Blackbird  Turdus  merula 

Flocks  and  roosts  of  up  to  50  at  several  sites  in  the  early  months,  but  only  Wilsic,  with 
120  on  8th  January,  and  the  Headingley  roost,  with  180  on  19th  January,  gave  higher 
numbers  until  the  spring  passage  in  late  March  and  April. 

105  at  Flamborough  on  24th  March,  and  205  on  5th  April;  100  at  Filey  on  7th  April;  140 
at  Spurn  on  5th  April,  up  to  230  on  7th,  and  115  still  there  on  10th  April. 

Two  young  fledged  from  a nest  at  Oulton  on  12th  April. 

255  singing  males  located  in  a spring  census  at  Scawthorpe. 

A good  autumn  influx  recorded  along  the  coast  commencing  with  350  on  28th  and  220 
on  31st  October  at  Spurn,  then  an  incredible  record  number  of  7,800  on  Flamborough 
Head  on  3rd  November,  and  on  the  same  day  totals  of  1,200  at  Hornsea,  850  at  Atwick 
(with  many  passing  inland),  and  380  at  Filey.  1,200  at  Flamborough  on  4th;  200  on  7th  and 
100  on  8th  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough,  and  550  at  Atwick  on  8th  November.  The  arrivals 
continued  in  mid  month  with  800  at  Spurn  on  13th;  then  on  15th  birds  coming  in  all  day  at 
Scarborough;  550  each  at  Flamborough  and  Spurn;  115  at  Filey,  and  250  at  Atwick. 
Finally  530  on  16th  and  350  on  17th  at  Spurn,  and  550  on  17th  November  at  Flamborough. 

Good  numbers  at  inland  sites  increasing  during  the  month  including  129  at  Hobmoor, 
York  on  18th  November,  and  200  at  Clifton  Airfield  by  early  December.  175  roosting  at 
Headingley  on  27th  December. 

Fieldfare  Turdus  pilaris 

Flocks  of  1,000  at  Bolton  Abbey  and  780  at  Eccup  on  3rd  January;  600  at  Storwood  on 
10th,  and  850  at  Bewholme  on  14th. 

In  cold  weather,  with  snow  showers  on  15th  January,  a massive  movement  mainly 
southerly,  but  some  westerly,  recorded  almost  throughout  the  county.  Counts  from  25 
localities  on  that  day  totalled  38,747.  These  included  9,708  over  Knaresborough  Ringing 
Station;  6,400  over  Fairburn  Ings,  and  5,100  over  Pugney’s  G.P.  Another  big  movement 
on  22nd  January  with  a total  of  12,405  over  16  localities,  including  1,950  over  Fairburn 
Ings. 

Far  more  than  usual  in  suburban  gardens  at  this  time  with  as  many  as  14  in  some  in 
Leeds. 

Flocks  during  the  remainder  of  the  early  months  were  relatively  small  and  below  500, 
apart  from  1,700  in  the  Atwick/Bewholme/Skipsea  area  on  11th  February,  and  950  at 
Atwick  on  28th  February;  1,400  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  on  14th  March;  750  on  Ilkley 
Moor  on  7th,  and  600  each  at  Hooton  Roberts  on  10th,  and  at  Gunthwaite  on  18th  April. 

The  last  at  inland  sites  in  early  May  included  one  at  Bishop  Thornton  on  7th;  12  at 
Bretton  Park  on  8th;  four  at  Sutton-on-Derwent  on  9th,  and  singles  at  Moor  Monkton  on 
11th  and  in  the  Forge  Valley  on  12th.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  3rd,  Spurn  on  11th,  and 
Tophill  Low  Res.  on  14th  June. 
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One  at  a site  in  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors  on  30th  June. 

Recorded  at  Spurn  on  12  August  days  which  is  quite  usual,  but  less  so  were  12  at  Barden 
on  20th,  and  20  over  Aysgarth  on  23rcl  August.  A scattering  of  records  during  September 
and  early  October,  with  the  real  influx  commencing  on  6th  October,  with  600  each  over 
High  Batts  and  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station.  On  13th  October,  250  at  Spurn;  1,255  at 
Flamborough  and  655  at  Filey,  and  on  14th,  692  west  at  Sunk  Island.  Over  100  at  Spurn  on 
six  more  October  days,  including  500  on  28th,  when  birds  came  in  off  the  sea  over  Long 
Nab,  Burniston  for  much  of  the  day;  1,260  went  east  at  Sunk  Island;  Saltend  had  an 
autumn  peak  of  2,000,  and  1,100  were  at  Scout  Dike  near  Ingbirchworth. 

Another  big  influx  on  3rd  November,  with  2,580  at  Flamborough  and  5,400  at  Hornsea, 
where  3,557  came  in  off  the  sea  as  did  609  at  Filey.  1,502  west  at  Sunk  Island  on  4th 
November. 

Flocks  of  1,000  to  1,500  at  six  inland  localities  between  10th  and  21st  November  as  well 
as  3,000  at  Aughton  on  6th,  and  3,000  coming  in  at  Scarborough  on  7th. 

At  Bolton-on-Swale,  4,750  flew  west  on  5th  December,  and  1,000  at  Gunthwaite  at  the 
year-end  was  the  last  flock  of  note. 


Song  Thrush  Turdus  philomelos 

A light  spring  passage  evident  in  March,  with  peaks  of  21  at  Spurn  on  10th,  and  22  at 
Flamborough  on  28th. 

64  singing  males  located  in  a spring  census  at  Scawthorpe. 

An  influx  of  continental  birds  on  16th  September,  with  100  at  Flamborough  and  45  at 
Spurn;  and  20  on  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  the  following  day. 

830  at  Flamborough,  and  37  in  off  the  sea  at  Hornsea  on  3rd  November. 

Numbers  at  inland  sites  included  30  at  Pool  Paper  Mills  on  20th  October;  20  near 
Leighton  on  2nd,  and  100  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  7th  November. 


Redwing  Turdus  iliacus 

As  with  Fieldfare,  T.  pilaris  there  was  a very  considerable  southerly  movement  on  15th 
January.  A total  of  8,899  recorded  at  17  localities  including  2,186  over  Knaresborough 
Ringing  Station;  2,236  over  Fairburn  Ings  and  1,095  over  Thrybergh.  Although  movement 
was  also  apparent  on  22nd  January  the  total  was  only  1,500  at  nine  localities. 

Otherwise  flocks  in  all  parts  of  the  county  during  the  early  months  were  quite  small,  few 
exceeding  100  birds.  650  in  the  Atwick  and  Bewholme  area  on  11th  February;  580  near 
Easington  on  30th  March,  and  250  at  Golden  Acre  Park  on  29th  April,  a high  number  for 
such  a late  date. 

Singles  at  Wath  Ings  on  1st,  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  15th  May,  and  late  singles  at 
Spurn  up  to  9th  June. 

One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  25th  August. 

A typical  scattering  of  early  arrivals  from  mid  September  of  small  numbers,  apart  from 
100  on  Ilkley  Moor  on  14th;  100  on  24th,  and  450  on  26th  at  Flamborough,  and  340  at 
Spurn  on  24th,  with  up  to  120  there  to  the  month-end. 

Inland  on  6th  October  large  numbers  were  moving  west,  and  a few  substantial  flocks 
were  located.  These  included  approximately  2,000  each  over  Gipton  (Leeds),  Knares- 
borough Ringing  Station  and  High  Batts  Nature  Reserve;  3,000  over  Worsbrough;  1,000 
over  Esholt  and  1,700  over  Sunk  Island;  and  600  at  Sprotbrough  and  smaller  numbers  at 
Melbourne,  Dringhouses  and  Wintersett.  On  October  13th,  305  at  Flamborough  and  337 
in  off  the  sea  at  Filey;  and  at  Spurn  peaks  of  280,  480  and  200  respectively  on  16th,  28th 
and  31st  October.  At  Long  Nab,  Burniston  a steady  influx  off  the  sea  all  day  on  28th 
October. 

A massive  influx  on  3rd  November  when  15,450  were  grounded  at  Flamborough;  2,194 
in  off  the  sea,  and  6,200  grounded  at  Hornsea;  corresponding  figures  for  Atwick  of  1,200 
and  5,000,  and  600  in  at  Cowden,  with  up  to  500  at  Spurn  in  early  November.  Several 
inland  localities  had  increased  numbers  in  the  first  two  weeks  of  November,  including 
1,500  west  over  Swillington  Park  on  12th. 
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On  21st  November  1,000  at  Mickletown  Ings,  and  500  at  Roecliffe;  on  5th  Deeember 
400  west  over  Bolton-on-Swale,  and  during  Deeember  over  500  in  Bramham  Park. 

Mistle  Thrush  Turdus  viscivorus 

Flocks  of  20  to  30  at  13  sites  between  July  and  early  October,  and  interesting  to  note 
that  on  6th  October  a high  count  for  Blackmoorfoot  of  26  coincided  with  a day  of 
Fieldfare,  T.  pilaris  passage.  In  addition  flocks  of  34  at  Roundhay  Park  on  11th  August, 
and  40  at  Harrogate  on  8th  September.  106  at  a roost  at  Langsett  on  25th  June. 

Light  passage  noted  in  the  spring  at  Spurn  and  Flamborough,  including  11  at  the  latter 
site  on  8th  April. 

Grasshopper  Warbler  Locustella  naevia 

One  at  Cowden  on  19th  April;  reaching  six  there  by  25th  April,  and  the  maximum  heard 
singing  at  this  location  being  11  on  19th  July  (AAJ,  BP).  Away  from  this  site,  which 
appears  to  be  the  county  stronghold,  most  places  only  had  birds  on  occasional  dates  except 
for  Blacktoft  Sands  and  Carlton  Marsh,  which  each  had  two  males  presumed  to  be  in 
territory,  and  also  three  singing  regularly  at  Robin  Hood’s  Bay.  Singles  at  eight  other  sites 
in  late  April,  and  at  about  ten  in  May. 

A general  decline  in  the  species  noted  in  all  parts  of  the  county  falling  to  lower  levels 
even  than  1983. 

Only  one  record  from  V.C.  65,  and  only  four  records  from  V.C.  64.  Declined  in  all  parts 
of  V.C.  63,  and  away  from  Cowden  only  six  records  in  V.C.  61  from  early  June  onwards. 
Last  reports  were  singles  at  Worsbrough  on  19th  and  Cowden  on  26th  August. 

Savi’s  Warbler  Locustella  luscinioides 

One  at  the  east  end  of  the  canal  bank  at  Spurn  from  23rd  to  30th  May  was  the  first 
reeord  for  the  Observatory. 

Sedge  Warbler  Acrocephalus  schoenobaenus 
The  first  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  16th  April;  one  at  Spurn  on  20th;  then  singles  at 
Wintersett  Res.  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  21st;  West  Tanfield,  Sprotbrough  Flash,  Potteric 
Carr,  Hornsea  Mere  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  22nd  April. 

Practieally  all  localities  reported  a further  decrease  in  numbers  following  the  1983 
trends.  Hornsea  Mere  had  probably  only  a third  of  the  previous  year’s  numbers;  Tophill 
Low  Res.  30  pairs;  Blacktoft  Sands  65  pairs;  Fairburn  Ings,  Wath  Ings  and  South  Kirkby 
15  pairs  each;  Potteric  Carr  34  pairs  and  Mickletown  Ings  ten  pairs. 

Recently  fledged  young  at  Wintersett  Res.  still  being  fed  on  16th  September. 

Singles  at  Spurn,  Carlton  Marsh  and  Masham  on  26th;  at  Sprotbrough  on  29th,  and 
Flamborough  on  30th  September,  and  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  4th  October. 

Blyth’s  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  dumetorum 
One  caught  at  the  Point  at  Spurn  on  28th  May  was  released  at  the  east  end  of  the  canal 
(JC,  BRS  et  al). 

The  third  record  for  the  county. 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Marsh  Warbler  Acrocephalus  palustris 

Two  singing  birds  at  Spurn  on  3rd  and  4th  June  one  of  which  was  caught  on  4th.  One 
singing  at  Flamborough  on  18th  June  (GC).  One  caught  at  Spurn  on  14th  August  was  still 
present  on  15th. 

Additions  to  the  1980  Report:  One  at  Wintersett  on  12th  June  (SD  et  al),  and  one 
singing  near  Birdwell  on  22nd  and  23rd  June  (AGB,  JDHB). 

Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  scirpaceus 

One  each  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  Broomfleet  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  21st  April;  then 
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singles  at  Spurn  on  22nd,  Fairburn  Ings  on  24th,  and  two  each  at  Potteric  Carr  and  Altofts 
Ings  on  that  date. 

420  pairs  estimated  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  and  107  pairs  at  18  other  sites  in  V.C.  63, 
including  28  at  Potteric  Carr.  A slight  decline  reported  from  Mickletown  Ings  and 
Wintersett  Res.  Numbers  at  other  breeding  sites  included  19  pairs  at  Fairburn  Ings;  25 
pairs  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  and  80  pairs  at  Broomfleet.  A pair  bred  at  Seamer  Road  Mere, 
Scarborough. 

Late  birds  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  2nd;  Spurn  on  9th  and  10th;  Blacktoft  on  14th  October, 
and  Flamborough  on  14th  November. 

One  caught  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  11th  November  was  heavy  weighing  16.6  grammes. 
One  caught  at  Spurn  on  3rd  June  had  characteristics  of  Eastern  Reed  Warbler,  A.s. 
fuscus,  as  had  one  seen  at  Flamborough  on  the  same  date  (JH,  PAL). 

Great  Reed  Warbler  Acrocephalus  arundinaceus 
Singing  males  at  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  (JRM,  PTT,  RE  etal),  and  Saltmarshe 
Delph  on  19th  May  (DP,  VAL,  PH,  TED  et  al),  the  latter  bird  remaining  into  June. 
Both  records  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Icterine  Warbler  Hippolais  icterina 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  22nd,  24th  and  28th  to  29th  May,  and  on  14th, June,  and  at 
Flamborough  on  27th  May  and  12th  June  (PAL). 

One  at  Flamborough  on  8th,  and  two  on  9th  August  (AMA,  DGH,  PAL). 

Singles  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  (RHA,  RNA),  and  at  Flamborough  on  20th  August 
(JCL).  One  at  Spurn  on  24th  August  and  Kilnsea  on  25th  (KR),  and  at  Filey  on  25th  and 
26th  (SC,  HJW). 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  6th  September;  from  16th  to  18th  (caught  and  ringed  on  16th),  and  a 
ringed  bird  in  the  Spurn  and  Kilnsea  area  from  22nd  to  26th  September.  One  at 
Flamborough  on  16th  September. 

Addition  to  the  1962  Report:  One  at  Flamborough  on  15th  September. 

Barred  Warbler  Sylvia  nisoria 

One  at  Flamborough  on  9th  August  (PAL),  and  other  singles  there  on  24th  (AG)  and 
26th  August  (AMA).  One  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  22nd  and  23rd  August  (RHA). 
Two  at  Kilnsea  on  25th  August  (KR),  then  one  to  two  at  Spurn  (three  on  27th)  up  to  8th 
September,  on  which  last  date  another  at  Easington  (KR).  Singles  at  Kilnsea  on  12th 
September  (RR)  and  Filey  on  16th  and  18th  (PJD,  HJW). 

At  Spurn  one  from  16th  to  25th  September,  three  on  26th,  two  on  27th,  and  one  on  28th 
and  30th. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  One  at  Anchor  Plain  near  York  on  4th  September  (TED 
et  al). 

Lesser  Whitethroat  Sylvia  curruca 

Early  singles  at  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  18th  April;  Flamborough  and 
Bentley  Common  on  19th;  Hoyle  Mill,  Barnsley  on  21st;  Horbury  and  Fairburn  Ings  on 
22nd,  and  Hagg  Bridge  and  York  on  23rd. 

Northerly  records  included  two  near  Middleham  on  26th  May;  five  singing  males  at 
Scalby  Mills  on  13th  May,  and  a breeding  pair  feeding  young  out  of  the  nest  at  Seamer 
Road  Mere  on  12th  July. 

A good  breeding  season  reported  from  V.C.  64  where  the  species  is  apparently  present 
in  greater  numbers  than  previously,  apart  from  in  the  Dales  where  it  does  not  occur. 
Thinly  distributed  in  the  York  area  and  in  V.C.  61,  but  appears  to  be  increasing  slowly.  In 
V.C.  63  44  singing  males  noted  in  the  lowlands,  including  eight  at  Wintersett. 

Some  light  passage  at  Flamborough  and  Spurn  in  both  spring  and  autumn,  with  a peak 
of  11  on  12th  September  at  the  latter  place. 

Last  singles  at  Spurn  on  1st  October,  Flamborough  on  7th  and  Wintersett  on  9th. 
Other  late  birds  included  singles  at  Flamborough  on  29th  September,  and  at 
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Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  6th  October  that  showed  characteristics  of  the  Siberian 
race,  S.c.  blythi. 


Whitethroat  Sylvia  communis 

One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  April,  and  the  next  at  Stanley  S.F.  and  Catterick  on  21st; 
then  at  Wath  Ings,  Spurn,  and  Thrybergh  Res.  on  22nd;  Lemonroyd  on  23rd;  Brayton 
Barff  and  Wheldrake  on  25th,  and  a general  influx  from  28th  April  into  the  first  week  of 
May. 

Considered  to  have  decreased  slightly  in  parts  of  V.C.  61,  and  in  much  of  V.C.  64.  98 
singing  males  or  pairs  reported  in  the  Huddersfield-Wakefield-Barnsley  area  including  16 
at  Wintersett.  21  pairs  at  Wadworth  Wood,  Doncaster. 

Autumn  peak  of  22  at  Spurn  on  22nd  August. 

Late  singles  at  Horbury  on  26th  September;  Filey  on  28th;  Wheldrake  Ings  on  29th,  and 
Spurn  on  12th  October. 


Garden  Warbler  Sylvia  borin 

A few  arrived  during  April  including  birds  at  Sprotbrough  on  23rd;  Parlington  Park  on 
25th  and  Fairburn  Ings  on  26th.  The  main  arrival  began  on  1st  May,  and  continued 
steadily  through  that  month. 

From  records  received  numbers  appear  to  be  maintained,  or  even  possibly  increasing  in 
parts  of  V.C.  63  from  where  94  singing  males  and  pairs  were  reported,  including  14  at 
Wintersett  and  12  at  Howell  Wood.  Ten  singing  males  near  Lindley  Wood  Res.  on  17th 
May. 

The  one  ringed  at  Catterick  on  17/5/81  was  retrapped  for  the  third  successive  year  on 
25/7/84  (RT). 

Autumn  passage  peaked  in  late  September,  with  maxima  of  17  at  Spurn  and  14  at 
Flamborough. 

One  at  Brayton  Barff  on  25th  September,  and  a few  at  coastal  sites  in  early  October, 
including  one  at  Spurn  on  12th,  and  another  there  on  13th  November.  The  latest  ever 
inland  in  the  county  was  at  Silkstone  S.W.  on  24th  November  (JMD). 

Blackcap  Sylvia  atricapilla 

Of  the  18  records  in  the  early  months  the  majority  were  in  gardens.  Away  from  the 
coast  there  were  nine  records  in  November  and  December  in  a wider  variety  of  habitats. 

One  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  5th  April  may  have  been  the  first  arrival,  and  others  were  at 
Hetchell  Crags  on  13th;  Spurn  on  14th;  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  15th; 
Broomfleet  on  16th,  and  then  after  a few  during  the  next  week  the  main  influx  occurred 
from  23rd  April  to  10th  May. 

Generally  had  a good  breeding  season,  with  numbers  up  in  some  areas,  but  slightly 
down  in  V.C.  64. 

Early  autumn  passage  peaked  on  29th  September,  with  14  at  Flamborough  and  21  at 
Spurn. 

A good  late  passage,  with  up  to  five  at  Spurn  in  the  period  6th  to  20th  November;  seven 
to  eight  on  four  days  at  Flamborough  between  3rd  and  10th,  and  19  there  on  17th;  and  at 
Filey  four  on  8th  and  three  on  17th.  The  last  on  the  coast  were  singles  at  Spurn  on  4th,  and 
Scalby  Mills  on  9th  December. 

Greenish  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochiloides 

Records  published  in  the  appropriate  annual  reports  of  singles  at  Redcar  from  6th  to 
13th  November  1966,  and  at  Kilnsea  on  19th  October  1968  are  no  longer  considered 
acceptable  and  were  probably  eastern  Chiffchaffs,  P.  collybita  of  the  race  tristis  showing  a 
pale  wing  bar  {British  Birds,  1985,  p.  450). 

One  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  27th  August  (ASB,VAL). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


73 


Yellow-browed  Warbler  Phylloscopus  inornatus 

The  best  year  on  record  for  this  species  at  Flamborough  Head,  and  because  of  their 
frequency  and  movement  within  the  area,  it  is  difficult  to  be  certain  of  the  total  number 
involved,  but  a minimum  of  30,  all  of  the  nominate  race,  occurred.  One  on  16th 
September,  with  singles  on  18th,  19th,  20th,  23rd  followed  by  two  on  24th  and  eight  on 
25th,  then  an  incredible  15  on  26th  September,  the  highest  for  any  one  day.  Decreasing  to 
four  on  27th,  one  on  28th,  but  up  again  to  nine  on  29th  and  30th  September.  Five  still 
present  on  1st  October,  one  on  2nd  and  4th  and  three  on  7th  (AMA,  DGH,  PAL,  JCL  et 
al). 

One  at  Kilnsea  on  18th  and  19th  September  (BKH),  and  another  on  23rd  and  24th  (PS), 
three  there  on  25th  and  26th,  and  one  on  27th,  29th  and  30th  September.  One  at  the 
Warren,  Spurn  on  26th  September  remained  until  11th  October.  Others  in  the  Spurn  area 
were  two  on  29th  September,  and  singles  on  6th  and  7th  October,  and  another  near 
Kilnsea  Church  on  6th  and  7th  October.  One  at  Filey  on  7th  October  (PJD,  DJW). 

Inland,  two  in  a garden  at  Headingley,  Leeds  on  30th  September  (EPJM),  and  one  at 
Everingham  on  17th  October,  which  was  seen  again  on  several  occasions  up  to  the 
year-end  (DIMW). 

Wood  Warbler  Phylloscopus  sibilatrix 

Singles  at  Kirk  Bramwith  and  Ilkley  on  21st  April;  at  Clapham  and  Helwith  Bridge  on 
23rd;  at  Worsbrough  on  24th;  and  at  Wath  Ings  and  Brayton  Barff  on  25th  April,  although 
the  majority  of  breeding  localities  were  not  occupied  until  the  first  week  of  May. 

The  B.T.O.  National  Survey  produced  an  increased  number  of  records.  Quite  scarce  in 
V.C.  61,  and  no  proof  of  breeding.  Difficult  to  assess  the  total  number  located  in  V.C.  62, 
but  probably  at  least  20  singing  males  including  five  in  the  Forge  Valley  on  17th  June.  In 
V.C.  63  a total  of  41  singing  males  located  although  many  of  these  were  recorded  on  one 
day  only.  A total  of  36  singing  males  in  the  Leeds  and  Harrogate  areas,  and  probably  at 
least  that  number  in  the  Dales  in  V.C.  64.  17  pairs  in  the  Richmond  to  Whitcliffe  Wood 
area  of  Swaledale  and  one  pair  at  Keld,  and  six  pairs  in  Gilling  Wood  and  Hartforth 
Wood,  but  otherwise  scarce  in  V.C.  65. 

One  at  Altofts  Ings  on  12th  August,  and  four  at  Spurn  on  24th,  and  singles  at 
Flamborough  on  1st  and  16th  September. 

Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus  collybita 

Wintering  birds  at  five  localities  in  January  and  February;  two  in  November,  and  15  in 
December.  In  addition  to  these  many  late  passage  birds  on  the  coast  particularly  at 
Flamborough,  Spurn,  Filey  and  Scarborough  in  November. 

Early  arrivals  at  Parlington  Park  on  23rd  March;  Filey,  Hewick  and  Golcar,  Hudders- 
field on  25th  March,  the  main  arrival  being  during  the  second  week  of  April.  Not  really 
common  anywhere  probably  being  most  frequent  as  a breeding  bird  in  V.C.  63  where  40 
singing  males  were  located,  and  in  parts  of  V.C.  64. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Scandinavian  race,  P.c.  abietinus  at  Flamborough 
on  27th  September;  21st  and  26th  October;  a total  of  23  on  eight  days  in  November,  with 
seven  on  17th,  and  six  on  18th,  and  one  at  Filey  from  1st  to  5th  November. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Siberian  race,  P.c.  tristis  at  Scarborough  on  7th 
November;  at  Filey  on  7th  October;  at  Anchor  Plain  near  York  from  16th  to  27th 
December,  and  at  Flamborough  on  2nd,  7th  and  25th  October,  and  on  5th  (two),  7th,  17th 
(three)  and  18th  November. 

Willow  Warbler  Phylloscopus  trochilus 

One  at  Gipton,  Leeds  on  29th  March;  singles  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  4th  April;  Wintersett 
Res.  on  6th;  Thorpe  Marsh  on  7th;  at  Kilburn  Thicket  and  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  10th,  and 
a general  spread  from  12th  to  20th  April.  59  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  April;  51  at  Tophill 
Low  Res.  on  23rd;  80  at  Howell  Wood  on  21st,  and  50  at  Denaby  Ings  on  26th,  with  20  to 
40  at  many  other  localities. 
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Coastal  passage  was  light  in  both  spring  and  autumn  with  peaks  of  30  at  Flamborough 
on  15th,  and  60  at  Filey  on  22nd  August,  and  27  at  Spurn  on  6th  September, 

Late  singles  at  Wheldrake  Ings  and  Thorpe  Marsh  on  1st  October;  Skelmanthorpe  on 
2nd;  Filey  on  7th  and  Spurn  on  14th  October. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  race  P.t.  acredula  at  Flamborough  between  25th 
April  and  20th  May,  with  ten  on  the  latter  date. 

Goldcrest  Regulus  regulus 

Spring  passage  was  moderate,  with  peaks  on  13th  April  of  16  at  Spurn  and  31  at 
Flamborough. 

Autumn  passage  at  Spurn  was  similarly  light,  with  a maximum  of  22  on  7th  November. 
Flamborough  had  higher  numbers  including  60  on  25th,  90  on  26th,  and  55  on  29th 
September;  43  on  7th  October,  and  68  on  18th  November. 

Numbers  at  inland  sites  were  fairly  low  apart  from  140  at  Bottom  Lake,  Ampleforth  on 
30th  November;  100  at  Otley  Chevin  on  11th  November  and  4th  December,  and  200  at 
Eccup  Res.  on  2nd  December,  the  highest  count  below  these  being  45  at  Haw  Park  on 
26th  October. 

Firecrest  Regulus  ignicapillus 

One  at  Flamborough  on  24th  March,  and  one  found  dead  on  the  road  at  Spurn  on  29th. 
During  April  in  the  Spurn  and  Kilnsea  areas,  one  on  1st;  one  on  8th;  three  on  14th;  one  on 
15th,  and  singles  on  20th  and  21st,  and  another  on  20th  May.  Singles  at  Flamborough  on 
12th,  17th  and  22nd  April;  from  5th  to  8th  May;  10th  to  11th,  and  26th  to  27th  May.  One 
at  Burniston  Gully,  Scarborough  on  17th  April  (ABD). 

One  inland  in  the  spring  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  14th  April  (HB,  IB). 

Scarce  in  the  autumn,  with  singles  at  Flamborough  from  4th  to  7th  October,  and  on  17th 
and  18th  November. 

One  at  Concord  Park,  Sheffield  on  11th  October  (JPS),  and  two  at  Woodhall  Grange, 
Bradford  on  14th  October  (MP,  PC). 

Spotted  Flycatcher  Muscicapa  striata 

Although  a few  arrived  in  late  April  and  early  May,  were  generally  very  scarce  until  the 
end  of  May. 

Singles  at  Coneygarth  on  20th  April;  Denaby  Ings  on  24th;  Bretton  Park  on  30th,  and  at 
Malham  Tarn  on  1st  May. 

A moderate  autumn  passage,  with  on  16th  September,  28  at  Spurn,  48  at  Flamborough 
and  ten  at  Filey,  and  on  17th,  22  at  Flamborough  and  five  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough. 

One  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  29th,  and  two  at  Harewood  Park  on  30th  September,  and  at 
Spurn  singles  on  5th  October  and  10th  November. 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  Ficedula  parva 

One  at  Spurn  from  20th  to  23rd  May,  and  probably  the  same  one  on  27th  May. 

One  at  Spurn  on  21st  August  then  singles  on  7th  and  8th;  on  16th,  and  on  24th 
September.  Three  at  Flamborough  on  16th  September,  singles  there  on  17th,  19th  and 
20th,  and  three  on  26th  September,  and  in  addition  to  these  an  adult  male  on  24th 
September  (AMA,  DGH,  PAL,  DIMW,  PHS). 

One  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  17th  September  (RHA). 

Pied  Flycatcher  Ficedula  hypoleuca 

V.C.  61:  Singles  at  Flamborough  on  15th  April,  and  Cowden  and  Hornsea  Mere  on 
18th.  Light  spring  passage,  with  a maximum  of  four  at  Spurn  on  5th  May. 

Two  waves  of  autumn  passage  commencing  at  Spurn,  with  29  on  14th  August,  and  23  to 

43  there  between  21st  and  25th  August;  25  at  Filey  on  22nd,  and  22  to  24  at  Flamborough 
on  24th  and  25th  August.  The  second  wave  arrived  on  16th  September  with  17  at  Spurn; 

44  at  Flamborough  (28  on  17th),  and  ten  at  Filey.  One  at  Flamborough  on  29th 
September,  and  one  at  Spurn  on  5th  October. 


75 


V.C.  62:  One  at  Duncombe  Park  on  28th  April  where  at  least  one  pair  bred,  and  five 
males  and  two  females  were  present  on  16th  June.  One  in  Bransdale  on  6th  May  where 
one  pair  bred.  Singing  males  at  Rievaulx,  Baysdale  and  Snilesworth  Lodge.  An  excellent 
breeding  season  in  Sleightholmedale  with  20  pairs  in  nest  boxes.  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough 
had  at  least  eight  on  22nd  August,  and  seven  on  17th  September. 

V.C.  63:  Singles  at  Worsbrough  on  21st  April,  and  Frickley  Park  on  22nd.  Singles  or 
pairs  at  14  sites  in  April  and  May,  with  an  increase  in  reports  from  both  the  Barnsley  and 
Huddersfield  areas,  and  with  two  pairs  breeding  in  the  latter  area.  Four  autumn  records 
with  the  last  at  Ravenfield  on  28th  August. 

V.C.  64:  Singles  at  Otterburn  on  22nd  April;  Hanging  Beck  Wood  on  23rd,  and  three  in 
Bolton  Abbey  Woods  on  27th  April.  A successful  breeding  season  in  the  Dales.  27  young 
reared  from  five  nests  in  Folly  Hall  Woods,  Washburn  Valley. 

V.C.  65:  A pair  near  Hawes  on  20th  April.  Singing  males  in  Hawkswick  Wood  and 
Gilling  Wood  in  May,  and  ten  singing  males  in  Colsterdale,  where  a pair  were  feeding 
young  in  June. 


Bearded  Tit  Panurus  biarmicus 

About  200  wintered  at  Blacktoft  Sands,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about  95  pairs  bred. 
However  the  breeding  season  was  poor  due  to  cold  wet  weather  for  the  early  broods  and 
hot  dry  conditions  for  later  broods.  A total  of  about  400  in  the  autumn  dnd  150  remaining 
in  December  after  small  eruptions  between  29th  September  and  mid  November.  Two  at 
Potteric  Carr  on  15th  December,  and  one  north-west  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  25th  August. 

The  remainder  of  the  records  were  all  from  the  east  of  the  county  in  V.C.  61.  Three  at 
Hornsea  Mere  on  9th;  five  at  Faxfleet  on  10th,  and  a few  at  Saltend  on  22nd  January.  Two 
at  Broomfleet  in  March,  and  three  near  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  18th  March.  One  to  four  at 
Hornsea  Mere  from  29th  September  to  10th  December.  Up  to  six  at  Broomfleet  during 
October,  and  then  up  to  three  to  the  year-end.  Four  at  Flamborough  on  15th,  and  one  at 
Thorngumbald  on  2ist  October.  Saltend  had  eight  on  10th;  17  on  11th,  and  23  on  13th 
November,  and  20  were  ringed  there  during  December  (SLJ  et  al). 


Long-tailed  Tit  Aegithalos  caudatus 

Numbers  appeared  to  be  slightly  down  in  parts  of  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64.  In  the  early 
months  flocks  of  20  to  30  at  Dunnington  Common,  Harewood  Park  and  Roundhay  Park, 
and  in  the  late  months  similar  flocks  at  Tophill  Low  Res.,  Hornsea  Mere,  Pulfin  Bog, 
Lawkland  Moss  and  Strid  Wood.  40  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  16th  September,  and  over  30  at 
Ben  Rhydding  G.P.  from  September  to  December.  Other  large  autumn  flocks  present  in 
V.C.  65. 

Two  at  Flamborough  on  28th  April  was  the  only  record  of  this  species  that  was  once  a 
common  breeder  on  the  headland. 


Marsh  Tit  Pams  palustris 

V.C.  61:  Present  at  Fulford  and  Naburn  during  the  breeding  season,  and  heard  at 
Scampston  on  15th  September. 

V.C.  62:  Four  at  Elm  Hagg  on  31st  January,  and  two  at  Strensall  Common  on  2nd 
February.  16  at  Bottom  Lake,  Ampleforth  on  29th  September. 

V.C.  63:  One  to  two  regularly  at  Wilsic,  Doncaster,  and  on  single  dates  only  at 
Dunsville,  Hampole  Wood,  Frickley  Park  and  Westwood,  High  Green. 

V.C.  64:  No  known  change  in  status,  and  still  more  frequent  in  the  lowlands,  though 
odd  pockets  exist  well  up  in  the  Dales  such  as  at  Buckden  and  Settle,  as  well  as  in  the 
Bolton  Abbey  Woods  area.  Recorded  on  87  dates  at  High  Batts  Nature  Reserve 
compared  with  33  dates  for  Willow  Tit,  P.  montanus.  Seven  at  Askham  Bog  on  21st 
January,  and  one  at  Bishopthorpe  on  6th  March. 

V.C.  65:  Recorded  at  Catterick,  Richmond  and  Carperby. 
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Willow  Tit  Pams  montanus 

V.C.  61:  No  proof  of  breeding,  and  no  records  for  May  or  June,  except  for  the  York 
area  where  pairs  bred  at  Fulford  and  Naburn.  Recorded  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  to  April  and 
from  August,  with  four  on  14th  and  five  on  15th  December.  Three  at  Spurn  on  19th 
August.  Regular  at  Saltend  from  22nd  August  to  the  year=end  with  three  on  3rd 
December.  One  to  two  at  four  other  places  mainly  during  the  autumn. 

V.C.  62:  In  the  York  area  at  Kilburn  and  Terrington  during  the  breeding  season,  and  at 
four  other  places  in  the  winter. 

V.C.  63:  Very  few  records  received  certainly  suggesting  a decline  in  some  areas  such  as 
Huddersfield.  Four  pairs  at  Thorpe  Marsh  and  five  pairs  at  Wilsic.  Seven  at  Wath  Ings  on 
18th  April,  and  other  small  parties  regular  near  Barnsley.  Seven  at  Mickletown  Ings  on 
10th  November. 

V.C.  64:  Numbers  slightly  down  in  the  Leeds  area,  and  probably  down  in  the  Bradford 
area  (only  one  record  received).  Bred  in  the  York  area  at  Selby  and  Brayton,  and 
occurred  at  four  other  sites  near  York.  Seven  at  Brayton  Barff  on  27th  October. 

V.C.  65:  Occurred  at  Catterick  only,  no  other  reports  being  received. 


Coal  Tit  Pams  ater 

Very  few  occurred  at  any  of  the  coastal  sites.  30  at  Sand  Hutton  on  2nd  February;  18  at 
Great  Gate  Wood,  Doncaster  on  1st  March;  25  at  Eccup  Res.  on  26th  September;  21  at 
Bottom  Lake,  Ampleforth  on  29th  September;  14  at  Wilsic  on  21st  October,  and  15  at 
Otley  Chevin  on  4th  December. 

No  indications  received  of  breeding  status  but  the  species  flourishes  in  many  coniferous 
plantations. 


Blue  Tit  Pams  caemleus 

Flocks  in  general  were  not  large,  six  sites  having  30  to  50  in  the  early  months,  with  75  at 
Dunnington  Common  on  23rd  February,  and  53  at  Brayton  Barff  on  8th  March,  the  only 
larger  ones. 

The  only  passage  of  note  recorded  was  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough,  with  60  on  17th  and 
40  on  26th  September,  and  at  Flamborough  50  on  16th  and  25th,  and  70  on  29th 
September,  then  92  on  17th,  46  on  18th  and  55  on  24th  November. 

Five  sites  had  flocks  of  up  to  50  in  the  autumn,  with  High  Batts,  62  on  9th  July;  Eccup 
Res.,  60  on  26th  September  and  100  on  30th  November;  Tophill  Low  Res.,  58  on  19th 
November,  and  Bottom  Lake,  Ampleforth,  104  on  29th  September. 

Great  Tit  Pams  major 

The  only  flocks  of  50  or  more  were  at  Howell  Wood  in  January;  Eccup  Res.  on  30th 
November,  and  62  at  Bottom  Lake,  Ampleforth  on  29th  September.  14  at  Flamborough 
on  17th  November  probably  continental  birds.  A runt  female  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  11th 
April. 


Nuthatch  Sitta  europaea 

Not  recorded  in  V.C.  61  apart  from  one  at  Naburn  near  York  on  8th  April.  Bred  in  the 
Forge  Valley,  at  Sinnington  and  probably  at  Slingsby  Bank  Wood,  and  occurred  at  five 
other  sites  in  V.C.  62  outside  the  breeding  season.  Very  scarce  in  V.C.  63,  with  occasional 
records  from  five  sites  in  the  Doncaster  area  outside  the  breeding  season,  and  from  two 
near  Huddersfield  during  May,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  in  these  areas.  Still  on  the 
increase  in  the  Leeds  area,  and  in  the  Dales  of  V.C.  64.  Eight  pairs  held  territories  in 
Roundhay  Park,  and  at  28  other  sites  in  the  vice-county  some  evidence  of  breeding  was 
obtained,  and  near  York  a pair  probably  bred  at  Bishopthorpe.  Widespread  breeding  in 
the  northern  Dales  of  V.C.  65  even  well  up  the  valleys  and  in  the  higher  gills.  Localities 
included  Hawes,  Wensley,  Richmond,  Hawkswick  Wood  and  Gunnerside  Gill.  Bolton 
Abbey  Woods  regularly  had  over  ten,  and  at  least  16  on  17th  June. 
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Treecreeper  Certhia  familiaris 

Due  to  the  limited  nature  of  the  records  received  of  this  species  it  is  difficult  to  make  a 
confident  statement  about  its  present  status  in  the  county. 

Breeding  status  considered  to  be  unchanged  in  V.C.  63  and  V.C.  64,  and  elsewhere 
apart  from  breeding  records  from  up  to  ten  localities  near  York,  and  at  Flamborough  and 
Hornsea  was  obviously  very  much  under-reported. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  nominate  race  C.f.  familiaris  at  Flamborough  on  12 
dates  (six  birds)  between  12th  September,  and  4th  November  including  one  trapped  on 
26th  September  and  4th  November. 

Golden  Oriole  Oriolus  oriolus 

Single  females  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  12th  May  (MB);  Flamborough  on  27th  May  (PAL), 
and  Spurn  on  7th  June. 

Red-backed  Shrike  Lanius  collurio 

One  at  Bempton  on  21st  May,  and  another  on  11th  June. 

During  the  period  from  23rd  May  to  11th  June  seven  different  individuals  occurred  at 
Spurn,  remaining  for  varying  periods  of  from  one  to  nine  days,  and  another  was  at  Kilnsea 
and  Easington  on  28th  and  30th  May  (SML).  One  at  Flamborough  on  28th  May,  and 
another  on  9th  and  10th  June  (PAL).  One  at  Easington  on  9th  July  (GG). 

Recorded  at  Spurn  on  14  days  in  August  from  13th,  with  at  least  three  involved,  and  at 
Kilnsea  on  18th  and  21st  August  (MC,  SCG,  JCL).  Two  at  Filey  on  22nd  August  (PJD, 
HJW,  MF),  and  one  at  Castle  Hill,  Scarborough  on  23rd  (RHA).  At  Flamborough  two  on 
27th,  and  one  on  29th  August;  two  on  16th  September,  and  one  on  21st  (PAL  et  al). 
One  at  Spurn  from  15th  to  28th  September,  and  another  on  28th  and  29th  September. 
Correction  to  the  1983  Report:  One  in  the  Middlestown  area  from  8th  to  10th  June  (DP 
et  al). 

Isabelline  Shrike  Lanius  isabellinus 

Correction  to  the  1983  Report:  The  record  was  the  second  for  the  county,  the  first 
having  been  recorded  at  Flamborough  on  21st  August  1977  at  which  time  this  species  was 
classified  as  a race  of  Red-backed  Shrike,  L.  collurio. 

The  1977  record  was  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Great  Grey  Shrike  Lanius  excubitor 

Probably  three  different  individuals  in  the  Lower  Derwent  in  the  early  months,  with  one 
at  Elvington  on  4th  January  last  seen  at  Bank  Island  on  12th  February;  one  at  East 
Cottingwith  on  19th  February,  and  one  in  the  Elvington  and  Sutton-on-Derwent  areas 
again  from  29th  March  to  8th  April. 


Great  Grey  Shrike 


J.  M.  Pinder 
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One  at  Outlane,  Huddersfield  on  two  dates  in  mid  February.  One  at  Knaresborough 
Ringing  Station  on  4th  March,  and  one  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  from  11th  to  31st  March,  and 
near  Shell  Bridge  on  14th  April.  One  at  Bessacarr,  Doncaster  on  14th  March  and  10th 
April,  and  one  at  Stanley  Ferry  Flash  on  12th  April,  and  last  for  the  spring  was  one  at 
Easington  on  15th  and  16th  April. 

One  at  Sunk  Island  on  7th  October,  and  one  west  at  Langsett  on  21st.  During 
November  singles  at  Spurn  on  8th  and  9th,  at  Flamborough  on  18th,  and  at  Hornsea  Mere 
on  10th  and  22nd,  and  again  on  22nd  December.  One  at  Kirkbymoorside  on  23rd 
December. 

Addition  to  the  1981  Report:  One  at  Barnby  Dun  on  2nd  March. 

Jay  Ganulus  glandarius 

Far  more  than  usual  in  North  Humberside  in  the  first  half  of  the  year,  and  in  the  Settle 
area  up  to  May  probably  being  remnants  of  the  autumn  invasion  of  1983.  Two  to  three  at 
ten  localities  in  North  Humberside  up  to  May,  and  evidence  of  spring  passage  at 
Flamborough  (12  bird  days)  and  Bempton.  This  was  overshadowed  by  movement  at  Spurn 
which  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that  occurring  in  the  autumn  of  1983.  Birds  were 
recorded  there  on  eight  days  in  April;  24  in  May  and  1 1 in  June,  including  29  on  both  30th 
May  (including  27  in  one  flock)  and  1st  June.  Although  63  birds  were  noted  to  move  south 
the  movement  during  the  period  20th  April  to  19th  June  had  a northerly  bias.  A total  of 
262  bird  days  logged. 

20  on  Hatfield  Moor  on  25th  January  and  17th  March.  12  at  Bindley  Wood  Res.  on  2nd 
August.  15  at  Timble  on  4th  November;  over  20  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  4th  December,  and 
12  at  Colburn  near  Catterick  on  18th  December. 

Magpie  Pica  pica 

Flocks  and  roosts  of  30  to  60  in  all  parts  of  the  county,  but  not  quite  as  common  in  the 
east  as  the  west. 

191  roosted  at  Tingley  on  1st  January  and  129  on  9th  December.  109  at  Ardsley  on  22nd 
January,  and  105  at  Wigton  Heath,  Leeds  in  January. 

80  at  Askham  Bog  on  6th  January,  and  77  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  22nd  February 
were  the  highest  counts  for  the  year  at  these  roosts. 

150  at  Scarcroft,  Leeds,  and  80  at  Outlane,  Huddersfield  in  December. 

Nutcracker  Nucifraga  caryocatactes 

Addition  to  the  1969  Report:  One  at  Barnsley  on  7th  February  (RLK). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Jackdaw  Corvus  monedula 

A very  much  under-recorded  species. 

450  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  1st  January;  534  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  10th;  1,100  at 
Newton-le-Willows  on  13th;  500  at  Harewood  Park  on  29th  January;  475  on  Eccup  Moor 
during  January  and  February,  and  1,100  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  8th  February. 

550  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  21st  July. 

500  at  Aughton  on  22nd  October. 

500  north-east  over  Barnby  Dun  on  29th  September,  and  207  over  Chelker  Res.  on  14th 
October.  Small  numbers  in  off  the  sea  at  Hornsea  during  October  and  November.  Up  to 
500  regularly  over  Atwick  to  the  Hornsea  Mere  roost.  1,000  at  Bolton-on-Swale  in 
November,  and  1,500  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  16th  December.  The  Frickley  Park  roost 
considered  to  have  declined,  but  no  counts  submitted. 

Rook  Corvus  frugilegus 

Although  figures  of  from  1,000  to  2,000  were  received  of  flocks  and  roosts  in  seven 
localities  these  are  barely  a significant  proportion  of  the  number  breeding  or  wintering  in 
the  county. 
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The  normally  large  roost  at  Frickley  Park  had  less  than  1,000  in  the  autumn  and  winter. 
About  10,000  birds  roosted  at  Saw  Wood,  Thorner,  and  at  Bramhope  during  the  winter 
months,  and  in  each  case  the  total  included  a small  percentage  of  Jackdaw,  C.  monedula. 
Large  movements  over  Tophill  Low  Res.  towards  dusk  in  the  winter  months  peaked  at 
5,500  on  8th  February,  and  6,000  on  16th  December. 

Carrion  Crow  Corvus  corone 

An  albino  picked  up  near  Malton  in  a weakened  condition  died  after  a few  days  in 
captivity,  and  when  examined  proved  to  be  a bird  of  the  year  (SC). 

At  Flamborough  67  on  19th  February,  and  visible  passage  there  from  17th  March  to  6th 
May,  with  55  on  both  those  dates,  84  on  5th  April;  76  on  8th;  66  on  21st,  and  58  on  28th. 
75  at  Gatherly  Tip  in  March;  50  at  Dunscroft  Tip  on  28th  February;  80  at  Sunk  Island  on 
22nd  September,  and  90  on  6th  October;  45  at  Thorpe  Marsh  on  14th  October,  and  60  at 
Eccup  Res.  during  November. 

A newly  discovered  roost  at  Outlane,  Huddersfield  held  260  from  19th  to  21st 
December  (CTT). 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  Hooded  Crow,  C.c.  comix  although  scarce  were  slightly 
more  frequent  than  in  1983.  Singles  at  inland  sites  in  the  early  months  included  the  Lower 
Derwent,  Bruntcliffe  Tip,  Dunscroft  Tip,  Blacktoft  Sands  and  Spaunton  Moor.  One  to 
two  at  nine  coastal  localities  in  both  V.C.  61  and  V.C.  62,  with  the  majority  of  the  records 
up  to  May.  Most  frequent  at  Spurn  and  Flamborough,  with  three  on  8th  April  and  5th 
May  at  the  latter  site. 

Singles  at  Pugney’s  G.P.,  and  Eccup  Res.  during  December  to  the  year-end,  and  a few 
coastal  records  during  November  and  December,  but  considerably  fewer  than  in  the  early 
months. 


Raven  Corvus  corax 

Most  records  came  from  the  Dales,  with  singles  at  Ribblehead  on  30th  March;  at  White 
Scar,  Ingleton  (both per  BS)  and  at  Cowside  (BM)  on  8th  April;  at  Malham  Moor  on  14th 
August  (EJ),  and  at  Buckden  Pike  on  4th  November  (KM). 

Two  flew  west  over  Ilkley  Moor  on  10th  April,  and  one  west  over  Ben  Rhydding  on  7th 
September  (ESS),  and  one  in  the  Little  Don  Valley  on  13th  May,  and  presumably  the 
same  at  Winscar  Res.  on  31st  May  (JL). 

A pair  raised  two  young  in  the  county. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  One  near  Ingleborough  on  17th  August  (TG). 

Starling  Sturnus  vulgaris 

Apart  from  30,000  at  Lundwood  S.F.  on  28th  January,  and  9,000  at  Filey  on  6th  March 
all  the  significant  counts  were  for  July  onwards.  8,000  at  Wheldrake  Ings  in  July  and 
August. 

Good  numbers  came  in  off  the  sea  on  28th  October,  with  962  at  Spurn,  and  a steady 
arrival  all  morning  over  Long  Nab.  On  3rd  November,  685  at  Spurn;  197  at  Hornsea,  and 
1,263  at  Filey. 

The  roost  at  Mickletown  Ings  had  12,000  in  the  late  summer;  at  Blacktoft  Sands  10,000 
roosted  in  July  and  Deeember,  and  between  those  months  20,000  in  October,  and  a peak 
of  40,000  on  1st  November;  15,000  in  the  Wath  Ings  area  in  mid  October;  17,600  at 
Tophill  Low  Res.  on  4th  November,  but  the  largest  roosts  were  those  at  West  Tanfield 
with  50,000  on  23rd  September,  and  Farnham  G.P.,  with  between  50,000  and  100,000  on 
19th  September. 

Several  other  roosts  not  specified  by  the  recorders  held  5,000  to  15,000  birds. 

Rose-coloured  Starling  Sturnus  roseus 

An  adult  male  at  Flamborough  on  17th  July  (PAL). 

Not  yet  submitted  to  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 
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A juvenile  first  at  the  Warren,  and  then  in  the  triangle  area  at  Spurn,  before  moving 
away  north-west  on  26th  August  (DP,  SP  et  al). 

Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

House  Sparrow  Passer  domesticus 

The  largest  flock  reported  was  one  of  1,200  at  Wath  Ings  on  11th  August,  none  of  the 
others  being  of  more  than  350.  Southerly  passage  at  Spurn  included  509  on  21st  October, 
and  334  on  5th  November,  which  is  a considerable  reduction  on  earlier  years. 

Tree  Sparrow  Passer  montanus 

Flocks  of  120  at  Nosterfield  G.P.  on  1st  January;  180  at  Wilsic  on  21st  January  and  29th 
September;  175  at  Thrybergh  on  1st  October;  110  at  Mickletown  Ings  on  21st  October; 
240  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  20th  November,  and  170  at  Dunnington  Common  on  26th 
December,  were  the  largest  reported. 

Only  eight  other  sites  had  maxima  of  50  to  100  including  Spurn  with  80  on  6th 
September,  and  Flamborough  with  75  on  10th  November. 

Chaffinch  Fringilla  coelebs 

No  really  large  flocks  located  at  either  end  of  the  year,  and  coastal  passage  was 
relatively  light. 

In  the  early  months  flocks  of  about  100  at  only  five  localities,  but  300  at  Thorner  Tip  on 
15th  January,  and  400  near  Thorner  on  12th  March;  180  at  Langsett  on  19th  February,  and 
250  at  Brandsby  in  mid  March  were  the  only  larger  flocks. 

800  west  over  Redmires  Res.  on  the  evening  of  26th  and  morning  of  27th  October  was 
the  strongest  evidence  of  passage.  Autumn  flocks  of  200  at  Eccup  Res.  during  the  last 
three  months,  and  of  100  at  three  places  during  December. 

One  found  dead  in  Richmond  on  7/3/84  had  been  ringed  in  Holland  on  22/10/83. 

Brambling  Fringilla  montifringilla 

Flocks  of  50  to  100  at  seven  places  in  the  early  months,  and  larger  flocks  reported 
included  120  at  Ravenscar  on  7th  January;  300  at  Buttercrambe  on  15th  January;  200  at 
Barton  Hill  on  22nd  February;  126  at  Yearsley  on  27th  March;  at  least  100  each  at 
Midhope  on  31st  March,  and  Hatfield  Moor  on  15th  April,  but  quite  exceptional  was  a 
flock  of  2,000  on  30th  January  at  Full  Sutton  near  Stamford  Bridge  (PG). 

Late  singles  at  Wintersett  on  1st  May,  Osbaldwick  on  12th  May,  and  Spurn  on  17th  May 
and  4th  June. 

The  first  of  autumn  at  Spurn  on  15th  September,  then  eight  there,  and  22  at 
Flamborough  on  24th  September. 

No  marked  influx,  and  most  autumn  flocks  were  quite  small.  50  at  Midhope  from  late 
November  onwards,  and  300  at  Buttercrambe  on  26th  December  were  the  two  largest 
flocks  located. 

Serin  Serinus  serinus 

A male  on  Sugarwell  Hill,  Leeds  on  13th  November  (PL). 

Addition  to  the  1973  Report:  One  at  Thorngumbald  on  19th  May. 

The  1973  record  was  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Greenfinch  Carduelis  chloris 

A roost  in  Queens  Gardens,  Hull  increased  in  numbers  during  a severe  spell  from  90  on 
5th  to  400  on  18th  January.  100  at  Barton  Hill  on  15th  January,  and  120  each  at  Fountains 
Abbey  on  4th,  and  Riccall  on  7th  February  were  the  only  other  reasonable  sized  flocks  of 
the  early  months. 

120  at  Wath  Ings  on  29th  September. 

A total  of  6,619  moved  south  at  Spurn  during  October,  with  a peak  of  1,120  on  14th, 
and  during  this  month  a flock  there  numbered  400  for  a few  days. 

150  at  Spaldington  on  12th,  and  160  at  High  Batts,  and  100  at  Grenoside  on  21st 
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October;  180  at  Flamborough  on  8th,  127  at  Ellerton  on  18th  and  110  at  Mickletown  Ings 
on  25th  November;  120  at  Saltend  on  1st,  204  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  8th,  and  200  at  Thorner 
on  16th  December,  and  occasionally  up  to  150  at  Atwick  during  these  months. 

Goldflnch  Carduelis  carduelis 

A good  autumn  passage  at  Flamborough  with  220  on  16th;  120  on  17th;  285  on  25th,  and 
150  on  26th  October.  A peak  at  Filey  of  100  on  14th  September,  and  at  Spurn  150  on  7th 
October,  with  915  south  there  during  that  month  including  131  on  14th. 

All  the  larger  flocks  were  after  the  breeding  season  and  indicated  a fairly  healthy 
situation.  100  each  at  Carlton  Marsh,  Thrybergh,  and  Blacktoft  Sands  in  late  August;  120 
at  Kettlewell,  and  200  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  15th  September;  120  at  Walmgate  Stray  on 
14th,  and  210  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  23rd  September,  and  150  at  Poppleton  during 
October. 

The  only  count  of  above  50  in  the  early  months  was  a flock  of  110  which  visited  Hall 
Dike,  Huddersfield  for  a brief  period  in  severe  conditions  on  16th  January. 

Siskin  Carduelis  spinus 

Flocks  in  the  early  months  although  numerous  and  widespread  were  small  apart  from  70 
at  Worsbrough  on  7th  and  100  at  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station  on  21st  January. 

A pair  bred  in  the  Washburn  Valley,  and  small  numbers  bred  in  the  Barnsley  and 
Sheffield  areas,  and  there  was  a considerable  breeding  population  amongst  the  forests  in 
the  south-east  of  the  North  Yorkshire  Moors. 

Exeeptional  numbers  at  Spurn  on  16th  September,  where  three  flocks  totalled  at  least 
365;  over  200  were  just  north  of  Kilnsea,  and  300  moved  south  during  the  day.  150  on 
17th,  and  200  on  18th  September,  also  at  Spurn.  At  Flamborough  252  on  15th;  149  on  16th 
and  72  on  17th  September,  and  56  west  at  Sunk  Island  on  16th  September. 

The  largest  autumn  floeks  were  260  at  Bottom  Lake,  Ampleforth  on  30th  November;  60 
at  Golden  Acre  Park  on  2nd,  and  100  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  25th  Deeember. 

Linnet  Carduelis  cannabina 

During  severe  weather  eonditions  a flock  at  Ravenscar  built  up  from  90  on  14th  to  400 
on  21st  January.  Otherwise  flocks  were  relatively  small  until  the  spring  passage  in  April, 
when  Spurn  had  up  to  100,  and  a peak  of  800  moving  south  on  21st,  and  Flamborough  had 
270  from  15th  to  25th.  164  at  Aughton  on  16th  April,  and  100  at  Wath  Ings  on  28th,  with 
numerous  smaller  floeks  at  other  places. 

Much  higher  numbers  in  the  autumn,  with  flocks  of  100  to  just  over  200  on  various  dates 
between  27th  July  and  22nd  October  at  Edderthorpe,  Ardsley  Res.,  Carlton  Marsh,  Wath 
Ings,  High  Green,  Blackmoorfoot  Res.,  Ingbirch worth,  Pugney’s  G.P.,  Knostrop  S.F., 
Dacre,  Goldsborough,  Gouthwaite  Res.,  Poppleton  and  Aughton  Ings.  Higher  maxima  of 
350  at  Blacktoft  Sands  on  26th  August,  and  500  at  Ardsley,  Barnsley  on  22nd  August;  600 
at  Flamborough  on  2nd;  500  at  Wintersett  Res.  on  3rd,  and  1,050  at  Thrybergh  on  11th 
September. 

230  south  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  15th  September,  and  movement  both  east  and  west  at 
Sunk  Island  in  late  September  and  early  October,  with  over  300  on  three  dates. 

A total  of  14,445  south  at  Spurn  in  September  and  October,  with  a peak  of  1,823  on 
23rd  September. 

Twite  Carduelis  flavirostris 

Small  parties  in  the  early  months  at  both  coastal  and  lowland  sites  inland,  ineluding  15 
at  Walbut  Bridge  on  the  Pocklington  Canal  on  21st  January.  40  at  Tong  near  Bradford  on 
19th  February  were  early  for  returning  birds,  although  13  were  at  Whitley  Common, 
Ingbirchworth  on  27th.  In  March,  107  at  Ringstone  Edge  on  9th;  87  at  Broadstones  on 
11th,  and  100  at  Gorple  on  31st;  and  in  April  smaller  flocks  in  the  Dales  including  45  on 
Pen-y-ghent  on  25th. 

Bred  at  traditional  sites  in  the  Southern  Pennines,  and  pairs  occurred  on  Cam  Fell, 
Mossdale  and  Middleham  Moor  in  V.C.  65. 
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Autumn  flocks  of  200  at  Blackmoorfoot  Res.  on  16th  and  22nd  August;  120  at  Eldwick, 
and  200  at  Horton-in-Ribblesdale  on  18th  August;  150  at  Scammonden  on  16th 
September,  and  over  300  at  Blackstone  Edge  on  11th  October. 

Regularly  in  the  autumn  at  both  Spurn  and  Flamborough,  with  respective  peaks  of  35 
on  11th  November  and  31  on  13th  October,  and  small  numbers  at  a few  other  coastal  and 
estuary  sites.  12  wintered  at  Flamborough,  and  singles  at  Broomfleet  and  Fairburn  Ings  on 
20th,  and  three  at  the  former  place  on  27th  were  other  December  records. 


Redpoll  Carduelis  flammea 

A decline  noted  in  breeding  numbers  in  V.C.  63  and  in  parts  of  V.C.  64,  although 
populations  were  healthy  and  successful,  and  autumn  flocks  were  quite  substantial. 

75  at  Walbut  Bridge,  Pocklington  Canal  on  21st  January  was  the  only  flock  over  50 
before  a spring  build-up  that  included  95  at  Otley  Chevin  on  16th  and  29th  March;  120  at 
Stoneycliffe  Wood  near  Middlestown  on  25th  April,  and  60  at  Gouthwaite  Res.  on  6th 
May. 

Good  flocks  at  inland  localities  mainly  between  10th  November  and  the  year-end,  with 
100  to  200  at  Potteric  Carr,  Otley  Chevin,  Bindley  Wood  Res.,  Lumley  Moor,  Fulford 
G.C. , Dacre  Banks  and  Leighton  Res. , and  at  Eccup  Res.  which  had  a peak  of  300  on  13th 
November. 

The  above  coincided  with  an  influx  of  birds  showing  the  characteristics  of  Mealy 
Redpoll,  C.f.  flammea,  which  commenced  in  early  November,  with  46  at  Spurn  on  7th, 
and  up  to  28  to  18th;  six  in  off  the  sea  at  Filey  on  15th,  and  11  at  Flamborough  on  17th, 
with  smaller  numbers  at  these  sites  and  a few  others  along  the  coast  followed  by  records  of 
up  to  three  at  four  places  inland,  but  also  up  to  60  at  Everingham,  and  47  between 
Holme-on-Spalding-Moor  and  North  Cliffe  at  the  end  of  December  (DIMW). 


Arctic  Redpoll  Carduelis  hornemanni 

Singles  at  Flamborough  on  4th  November  (PAL,  AMA,  JCL)  and  7th  November 
(PAL);  two  near  Flarswell  on  26th  December  and  two  near  Everingham  on  31st 
December  (DIMW). 

The  above  records  have  not  yet  been  submitted  to  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 
One  at  Spurn  on  7th  November  (SLJ). 

Still  under  consideration  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Crossbill  Loxia  curvirostra 

A remarkably  poor  year  particularly  as  it  follows  four  years  in  which  good  numbers 
bred. 

V.C.  61:  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  26th  May;  singles  at  Spurn  on  1st  and  10th  June; 
two  each  at  Hornsea  on  9th  and  Escrick  Park  on  1st  June,  and  one  at  Atwick  on  17th 
October. 

V.C.  62:  Seven  in  Dalby  Forest  on  22nd  February,  and  two  in  Newtondale  on  8th  June. 

Addition  to  the  1982  Report:  30  in  Bransdale  on  28th  December. 

V.C.  63:  Singing  males  at  Langsett  on  25th  March  and  29th  April,  and  possibly  bred 
there  as  up  to  three  were  present  including  juveniles  in  June  and  July.  Two  juveniles  in 
Howell  Wood  on  29th  April.  Six  at  Midhope  on  21st  October,  and  nine  at  Ewden  on  26th. 

V.C.  64:  One  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  21st  January,  and  two  in  Parlington  Park  on  8th 
February.  Two  at  Otley  Chevin  on  29th  March,  and  up  to  four  there  in  November  and 
December.  One  over  Esholt  on  15th  April.  In  the  Washburn  area,  ten  on  Bindley  Moor 
on  13th  May;  three  including  a juvenile  at  Timble  on  10th  June,  and  14  including  four 
juveniles  in  Hoodstorth  Allotment  on  20th  June.  One  over  Knaresborough  Ringing 
Station  on  18th  August,  and  two  near  Roundhill  Res.  on  14th  October. 
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Scarlet  Rosefinch  Carpodacus  erythrinus 

Singles  at  Spurn  on  26th  and  27th  May;  at  Flamborough  on  30th  May  (PAL),  and  at 
Filey  - a singing  male  - on  3rd  June  (DJW). 


Scarlet  Rosefinch 


N.  A.  Bell 


Bullfinch  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula 

Flocks  of  ten  to  14  at  eight  places  mostly  during  the  late  autumn,  but  also  17  at 
Almholme  on  21st  February,  and  20  at  Eccup  Res.  and  at  Rockley  during  December. 

Birds  showing  characteristics  of  the  Northern  race,  P.p.  pyrrhula  at  Flamborough  on 
21st  October  (two)  and  10th  November  (one),  and  at  Everingham  at  the  end  of  December 
(six). 

Hawflnch  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes 

V.C.  61:  Very  scarce  away  from  the  York  area  the  only  records  being  singles  at  North 
Cave  on  3rd  July,  and  Londesborough  on  27th  October.  Present  at  Scrayingham  in  the 
early  months  with  four  on  2nd  January.  Singles  at  Stamford  Bridge  on  5th  February, 
Escrick  Park  on  1st  June,  and  Tilmire  on  10th. 

V.C.  62:  Singles  at  Sand  Hutton  on  20th  February,  and  Averhams  Plantation  near 
Strensall  on  27th  March.  Singles  in  the  Forge  Valley  on  8th  and  at  Rievaulx  on  26th  April, 
and  a pair  at  Oldstead  on  28th  April.  Singles  at  Duncombe  Park  on  15th  June,  at 
Sleightholmedale  on  8th  July,  and  at  Low  Dalby  on  9th.  Three  at  Castle  Howard  on  10th 
October. 

Addition  to  the  1982  Report:  Three  at  Commondale  on  28th  February. 
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V.C.  63:  Recorded  at  16  sites  mostly  within  the  Doncaster  area  and  bred  at  at  least  five 
of  these.  Parties  of  seven  at  Stainbrough  on  10th  and  18th  March;  Sprotbrough  on  30th 
June,  and  Cannon  Hall  on  2nd  December.  Up  to  20  at  a site  within  Sheffield  towards  the 
year-end. 

V.C.  64:  Occurred  at  six  localities  in  the  Harrogate  area,  including  Studley  Royal  which 
had  an  unusually  low  maximum  of  ten  on  22nd  January.  Nine  at  Copgrove  on  8th  January. 
At  Fairburn  Ings  one  to  three  regularly  up  to  20th  April,  two  on  17th  and  22nd  June,  and 
one  on  30th  October,  and  four  at  Brotherton  on  18th  March.  Two  at  Bishopthorpe  on  3rd 
May,  and  one  at  Bolton  Abbey  on  13th.  A pair  bred  at  Parlington  Park  near  Leeds. 

V.C.  65:  Two  at  Lowenthwaite  Bridge  on  19th  May.  An  adult  female  stunned  itself  at 
Freeholder’s  Wood,  Aysgarth  on  5th  July. 


Lapland  Bunting  Calcarius  lapponicus 

Would  appear  to  be  getting  scarcer  along  the  coast  possibly  due  to  the  change  in  arable 
farming,  with  many  fields  being  sown  at  the  back  end  leaving  very  little  stubble  available. 

Very  few  in  the  early  months  all  records  being  of  singles,  which  were  at  Spurn  on  20th 
January;  Flamborough  on  12th  and  18th  February,  and  6th  May;  Atwick  on  18th 
February,  and  Cherry  Cobb  on  18th  March. 

Singles  at  Flamborough  on  16th  and  20th  September,  and  two  on  25th;  at  Filey  on  16th 
and  three  on  29th,  and  at  Spurn  on  27th  and  30th  September.  At  Spurn  one  to  three 
regularly  during  October  and  November,  and  six  on  1st  November,  and  up  to  two  to  mid 
December,  and  southerly  passage  there  during  the  same  period  totalled  55  including  16  on 
30th  October.  One  at  Kilnsea  on  4th  October,  and  two  at  Atwick  and  three  at 
Flamborough  on  6th.  Five  at  Filey  on  18th  and  four  on  19th  November.  Seven  at 
Barmston  from  2nd  to  10th  December,  and  eight  there  on  29th  December.  Singles  at 
Burniston  Bay  on  11th,  and  Staintondale  on  16th  November. 

Inland,  one  west  at  the  Humber  Wildfowl  Refuge  on  4th  October;  one  at  Pugney’s  G.P. 
on  14th  November,  and  one  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  6th  December.  One  at  Riccall  Ings 
from  11th  to  31st  December. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  Three  over  Ringstone  Edge  Res.  on  6th  November. 


Snow  Bunting  Plectrophenax  nivalis 

V.C.  61:  At  Spurn  up  to  58  in  January;  up  to  91  in  February,  and  up  to  60  in  early 
March,  with  fewer  later  up  to  the  last  three  on  15th  April.  A flock  at  East  Newton, 
Aldbrough  present  up  to  1st  March  varied  from  seven  to  40,  otherwise  fewer  at  several 
localities  including  Filey  with  20  on  25th  January,  and  Kilnsea  with  31  on  18th  February. 

The  first  of  autumn  was  at  Flamborough  on  13th  September,  and  the  maximum  there  of 
85  on  5th  November.  Good  numbers  at  Spurn  from  27th  October  to  30th  December 
including  50  on  10th  November,  and  southerly  passage  total  of  120  mostly  in  early 
November  including  40  on  15th.  35  at  Kilnsea  on  17th  November;  77  at  Filey  on  25th 
November,  and  up  to  20  at  Bempton  in  late  December.  Along  the  estuary  singles  at 
Cherry  Cobb,  Saltend  and  Broomfleet,  with  four  at  the  last  site  on  20th  December. 

Two  at  Ellerton  Tip  on  24th  January,  and  four  at  Rawcliffe  Moor  Farm  near  York  on 
25th  November. 

V.C.  62:  One  in  off  the  sea  at  Scarborough  on  15th  September.  Singles  at  Jackson’s  Bay 
on  7th  and  22nd  October,  and  100  there  on  18th  November  (MF).  Two  in  off  the  sea  at 
Long  Nab  on  16th  October,  and  six  over  Marine  Drive,  Scarborough  on  4th  November. 
Eight  at  Fylingdales  on  8th  November,  and  at  Wykeham  Forest  from  10th  to  15th 
December.  Two  near  Danby  Head  on  11th  November. 

V.C.  63:  In  January  three  near  Mag  Wood,  Huddersfield  on  21st;  14  on  25th  and  seven 
on  26th  at  Wath  Ings,  and  four  at  Pugney’s  G.P.  on  28th.  In  March  singles  at  Pugney’s 
G.P.  on  14th,  and  from  20th  to  28th. 

During  November  and  December  singles,  mainly  on  one  date  only,  at  Blacktoft  Sands, 
Thrybergh  Res.,  Pugney’s  G.P.,  Langsett,  Fly  Flatts  Res.,  Thorpe  Marsh,  Mickleden 
Beck  and  Lighthazzles.  Also  nine  on  26th  November  and  two  on  30th  December  at 
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Blacktoft  Sands;  two  at  Southfield  Res.  on  4th  and  5th  December,  and  five  on  Howden 
Moors  during  December, 

V.C.  64:  One  over  Knaresborough  Ringing  Station,  and  seven  south  over  Fairburn  Ings 
on  15th  January;  one  east  over  Eccup  Res.  on  7th  February,  and  one  at  Wharfe  Ings  on 
12th.  One  west  over  Fairburn  Ings  on  19th  November. 

Addition  to  the  1983  Report:  45  on  Whernside  on  6th  November. 

Correction  to  the  1983  Report:  Thrybergh  Tip  not  Thrybergh  Res. 


Yellowhammer  Emberiza  citrinella 

Numerous  large  flocks  during  the  first  two  months,  including  one  of  200  at  East 
Cottingwith  on  7th  January,  and  150  at  Wilsic  on  21st  January,  and  during  February,  120 
at  Askham  Bog  on  4th;  116  at  Church  Fenton,  and  196  in  the  Wadworth  and  Loversall 
area  on  5th;  120  at  Upper  Helmsley  on  7th,  and  300  on  Hatfield  Moor  on  25th,  with  flocks 
of  62  to  88  at  11  other  places  during  this  period. 

100  at  Thrybergh  Res.  on  17th  October,  and  four  other  flocks  of  over  50,  including  92  at 
Dunnington  Common,  York  on  26th  December. 


Ortolan  Bunting  Emberiza  hortulana 

One  at  Spurn  in  the  Point  dunes  from  28th  to  30th  April,  and  another  at  the  narrow 
neck  on  6th  May.  One  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  from  5th  to  11th  May  (SML  et  al).  One  at 
Spurn  on  1st  September.  One  at  Bempton  on  28th  August  (SH). 


Ortolan  Bunting 


N.  A.  Bell 
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Little  Bunting  Emberiza  pusilla 

One  at  Spurn  on  17th  and  18th  November  (NAB). 
Accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 


Little  Bunting 


N.  A.  Bell 


Reed  Bunting  Emberiza  schoeniclus 

Visited  gardens  to  feed  during  the  cold  spell  in  January  particularly  in  the  Ripon  and 
Knaresborough  areas,  with  one  in  the  latter  town  having  13  on  23rd  January. 

About  100  at  Gorple  on  15th  January,  and  100  roosting  at  Worsbrough  on  20th.  48  at 
Spurn  on  29th  January;  40  at  Willitoft  near  York  on  9th,  and  45  at  Flamborough  on  10th 
February,  and  up  to  50  near  Atwick  during  both  winters. 

Over  200  at  Blacktoft  Sands  both  early  and  late  in  the  year,  and  an  estimate  of  140 
breeding  pairs  there. 

Other  breeding  counts  included  40  pairs  at  Fairburn  Ings;  30  at  Mickletown  Ings;  up  to 
40  at  Hornsea  Mere,  and  20  pairs  at  Tophill  Low  Res. 

Southerly  passage  at  Spurn  totalled  542  between  14th  September  and  25th  November, 
including  78  on  21st  October. 


Corn  Bunting  Miliaria  calandra 

Flocks  of  over  100  were  infrequent,  and  mostly  occurred  during  the  severe  conditions 
early  in  the  year.  During  January,  150  at  East  Cottingwith  on  7th;  300  at  Filey  on  15th;  147 
over  Fairburn  Ings  to  roost  on  19th;  100  at  Worsbrough  on  20th,  and  220  at  Blacktoft 
Sands  on  25th.  100  at  Garforth  on  5th  February.  Flocks  of  100  to  180  at  Atwick  in  both 
winters. 

138  on  18th  March  and  109  on  8th  April  in  the  Cherry  Cobb  and  Stone  Creek  areas. 

45  roosting  at  Strensall  Common  on  22nd  April. 

A singing  male  on  20th  July  at  Saltergate,  275  metres  above  sea  level  is  the  first 
recorded  on  these  moor  tops  (HOB). 

Several  pairs  breed  around  Catterick,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  occur  in  the  Dales  to  the 
west. 
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Maxima  at  Flamborough  of  68  on  4th  February,  and  60  on  10th  November,  and  at  Spurn 
of  40  on  5th  January  and  160  during  December.  Other  autumn  flocks  were  smaller  than 
earlier  in  the  year,  with  up  to  60  at  Strensall  on  9th  September;  70  at  Filey  and  Howell 
Wood  in  December;  94  in  the  Cherry  Cobb  and  Stone  Creek  areas  on  18th  November. 


It  is  felt  necessary  to  bring  up  to  date  the  position  with  regard  to  records  from  earlier 
years  of  species  the  descriptions  of  which  are  examined  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee.  It  had  not  been  the  regular  practice  to  publish  these  details  up  to  and 
including  the  1964  Report,  and  omissions  from  subsequent  reports  were  an  outcome  of 
non-availability  of  the  information  at  the  time  of  publication  or  occasionally  just  a simple 
oversight.  Sixteen  species  were  withdrawn  from  the  list  considered  by  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee  in  1962,  and  no  reference  has  been  made  to  records  of  those  species  in 
the  lists  below. 

The  following  records  all  of  which  have  been  published  in  YNU  Ornithological  Reports 
have  been  accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

Except  where  stated  all  these  records  refer  to  single  individuals. 

1961  White-winged  Black  Tern,  Chlidonias  leucopterus,  two  at  Chelker  Res.  on  13th 

May. 

1962  Desert  Wheatear,  Oenanthe  deserti,  at  Easington  from  16th  to  19th  April. 

Scarlet  Grosbeak,  Carpodacus  erythrinus,  at  Spurn  on  26th  and  27th  September. 

1963  Albatross  species,  Diomedea  melanophrys  or  D.  chlororhyncha,  at  Spurn  on  10th 

November. 

1964  Ferruginous  Duck,  Aythya  nyroca,  at  Bretton  Park  on  20th  December. 

Red-footed  Falcon,  Falco  vespertinus,  near  Doncaster  on  5th  July. 

Caspian  Tern,  Sterna  caspia,  at  Kilnsea  on  26th  July. 

Whiskered  Tern,  Chlidonias  hybridus,  at  Coatham  Sands  on  30th  August. 
White-winged  Black  Tern,  Chlidonias  leucopterus,  at  Spurn  on  24th  July. 
Red-rumped  Swallow,  Hirundo  daurica,  at  Spurn  on  3rd  May. 

Richard’s  Pipit,  Anthus  novaeseelandiae,  two  at  Spurn  on  23rd  September. 

Arctic  Warbler,  Phylloscopus  borealis,  at  Spurn  on  5th  September. 

Woodchat  Shrike,  Lanius  senator,  at  Kilnsea  from  7th  to  29th  June. 

Serin,  Serinus  serinus,  at  Spurn  on  8th  May. 

Scarlet  Rosefinch,  Carpodacus  erythrinus,  at  Spurn  on  26th  and  27th  May. 

Song  Sparrow,  Zonotrichia  melodia,  at  Spurn  on  18th  May. 

1965  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Calonectris  diomedea,  two  on  10th  July,  and  three  on  2nd 

September  at  Spurn. 

Dowitcher  species,  Limnodromus  griseus  or  L.  scolopaceus,  at  Patrington  Haven  on 
15th  and  i9th  May. 

1968  Bee-eater,  Merops  apiaster,  at  Spurn  on  18th  June. 

1970  Crane,  Grus  grus,  at  Fairburn  Ings  on  6th  August. 

1971  Tawny  Pipit,  Anthus  campestris,  at  Spurn  from  10th  to  12th  June. 

Pallas’s  Warbler,  Phylloscopus  proregulus,  at  Spurn  on  26th  October. 

1972  Blue-winged  Teal,  Anas  discors,  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  1st  April  to  2nd  July. 
Red-throated  Pipit,  Anthus  cervinus,  at  Spurn  on  21st  September. 

Scarlet  Rosefinch,  Carpodacus  erythrinus,  two  records,  one  at  Flamborough  on 
19th  and  20th  September,  and  one  at  Spurn  on  22nd  September. 

1973  Blue-winged  Teal,  Anas  discors,  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  16th  February  into  August. 
Red-footed  Falcon,  Falco  vespertinus,  five  records,  of  which  three  at  Spurn,  from 

23rd  to  26th  May,  on  2nd  June  and  9th  June;  one  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  14th  June, 
and  one  at  Knaresborough  on  27th  August. 

1973  Scarlet  Rosefinch,  Carpodacus  erythrinus,  five  records  all  at  Spurn,  on  11th 
September;  14th  and  15th  September;  23rd  September;  12th  and  21st  October. 
Alpine  Swift,  Apus  melba,  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  26th  August. 
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1975  Arctic  Redpoll,  Carduelis  hornemanni,  three  records,  two  at  Flamborough  on  11th 

October;  one  at  Spurn  on  12th  October,  and  one  on  21st  October. 

Parrot  Crossbill,  Loxia  pityopsittacus,  two  records,  at  Spurn  on  22nd  October,  and 
at  Tophill  Low  Res.  on  23rd  October. 

1976  Black  Stork,  Ciconia  niger,  at  Ingleby  Greenhow  from  11th  to  21st  June. 

Glossy  Ibis,  Plegadis  falcinellus,  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  15th  May. 

Lesser  White-fronted  Goose,  Anser  erythropus,  at  Fairburn  Ings  from  15th  to  18th 
May. 

Little  Bunting,  Emberiza  pusilla,  at  Spurn  from  1st  to  5th  October. 

1978  Yellow-billed  Cuckoo,  Coccyzus  americanus,  at  Spurn  on  27th  October. 

1980  Dowitcher  species,  Limnodromus  griseus  or  L.  scolopaceus,  at  Staveley  Lagoon  on 

10th  August. 

1983  Ring-necked  Duck,  Aythya  collaris,  three  records,  at  Tophill  Low  Res.  to  7th  April; 
at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  7th  May,  and  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  18th  June. 

Crane,  Grus  grus,  at  Ellerton  on  12th  April. 

White-rumped  Sandpiper,  Calidris  fuscicollis,  at  Melbourne  on  26th  September. 
Gyr  Falcon,  Falco  msticolus,  in  the  Spurn  and  Easington  areas  between  15th 
September  and  18th  December. 

The  following  record  published  by  the  YNU  only  is  no  longer  considered  to  be 
acceptable,  and  was  not  submitted  to  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

1959  Black  Kite,  Milvus  migrans,  two  in  the  Washburn  Valley  on  30th  October. 

The  following  record  previously  published  by  the  YNU  and  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee  is  no  longer  considered  to  be  acceptable. 

1973  Great  Bustard,  Otis  tarda,  on  Goathland  Moors  on  18th  August. 

The  following  records,  previously  published  by  the  YNU  as  accepted,  have  not  been 
accepted  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee. 

1965  Tawny  Pipit,  Anthus  campestris,  at  Spurn  on  15th  May. 

1971  Serin,  Serinus  serinus,  at  Spurn  on  9th  May. 

1975  Greenish  Warbler,  Phylloscopus  trochiloides , at  Scarborough  on  18th  October. 

1977  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Calonectris  diomedea,  at  Spurn  on  30th  August. 

Little  Shearwater,  Puffinus  assimilis,  at  Filey  on  9th  August. 

Long-tailed  Skua,  Stercorarius  longicaudus,  at  Flamborough  on  29th  August. 

1978  Night  Heron,  Nycticorax  nycticorax,  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  30th  May. 

Laughing  Gull,  Larus  atricilla,  at  Bridlington  on  28th  September. 

1982  Serin,  Serinus  serinus,  at  Easington  on  1st  August. 

Olive-backed  Pipit,  Anthus  hodgsoni,  at  Spurn  from  22nd  to  25th  October. 

The  following  records  do  not  appear  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  British  Birds 
Rarities  Committee  although  the  1969,  1975  and  1981  records  were  published  by  the  YNU 
as  having  been  accepted. 

1959  Lesser  Grey  Shrike,  Lanius  minor,  at  Spurn  on  12th  May. 

1963  Black-winged  Stilt,  Himantopus  himantopus , at  Sheffield  on  1st  August. 

1969  White-winged  Black  Tern,  Chlidonias  leucopterus,  at  Hornsea  Mere  on  12th  May. 
1975  Alpine  Swift,  Apus  melba,  at  Wheldrake  Ings  on  21st  September. 

1981  Cory’s  Shearwater,  Calonectris  diomedea,  at  Flamborough  on  22nd  August. 

The  following  record  is  still  under  consideration  by  the  British  Birds  Rarities 
Committee. 

1978  Citrine  Wagtail,  Motacilla  citreola,  at  Bolton-on-Swale  on  24th  April. 


89 


The  Need  for  Field  Descriptions 

It  is  our  aim  to  continue  to  present  these  reports  with  complete  accuracy  so  that  those  who 
use  them  in  future  may  accept  the  records  of  all  species  without  doubt  or  query. 

To  maintain  this  accuracy  contributors  are  reminded  that  all  records  of  rare  or 
uncommon  and  difficult  species  are  considered  by  the  Reports  Committee  before  being 
accepted  for  publication,  and  where  appropriate  forwarded  to  British  Birds  for  their 
decision. 

The  work  of  the  Reports  Committee  can  be  aided  considerably  if  observers  will  submit 
descriptions  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  bird  has  been  seen.  Details  should  include  the 
description  taken  in  the  field,  before  reference  to  any  text  books,  the  locality,  date  and 
time,  habitat,  weather  conditions,  optical  aids  used,  distance  from  the  bird,  period  of 
observation,  species  present  for  comparison  if  any,  and  previous  experience  of  the  species. 
Forms  based  upon  those  accepted  by  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  can  be  obtained 
from  any  Vice-County  Recorder  for  submitting  details  of  any  of  the  species  listed  below. 

Uncommon  and  Difl^cult  Species 

Great  Northern  Diver 
Black-throated  Diver 
Slavonian  Grebe 
Black-necked  Grebe 
Cory’s  Shearwater 
Great  Shearwater 
Storm  Petrel 
Leach’s  Petrel 
Purple  Heron 
White  Stork 
Bean  Goose 
Red-crested  Pochard 
Ferruginous  Duck 
Honey  Buzzard 
Red  Kite 

Montagu’s  Harrier 
Goshawk 

Rough-legged  Buzzard 
Golden  Eagle 
Hobby 

Spotted  Crake 
Stone  Curlew 
Kentish  Plover 
Temminck’s  Stint 
Pectoral  Sandpiper 
Buff-breasted  Sandpiper 
Red-necked  Phalarope 
Grey  Phalarope 

British  Birds  Rarities 

A complete  list  of  species,  descriptions  of  which  are  required  by  British  Birds  before 
publication  in  the  annual  Report  on  rare  birds  in  Great  Britain,  was  last  published  in 
British  Birds,  Vol.  67,  1974,  pages  347-8,  but  note  that  ten  species  were  removed  from  this 
list  at  the  end  of  1982,  see  British  Birds,  Vol.  75,  1982,  pages  337-8. 

Races  and  other  unusual  occurrences 

The  Reports  Committee  may  request  descriptions  to  support  records  of  rare  well-defined 
races  of  common  species,  or  to  support  records  of  migrant  birds  seen  out  of  season  and 
commoner  birds  seen  in  unusual  circumstances. 


Pomarine  Skua 
Long-tailed  Skua 
Mediterranean  Gull 
Iceland  Gull 
Sabine’s  Gull 
Roseate  Tern 
Black  Guillemot 
Woodlark 
Richard’s  Pipit 
Tawny  Pipit 
Bluethroat 
Cetti’s  Warbler 
Savi’s  Warbler 
Aquatic  Warbler 
Marsh  Warbler 
Icterine  Warbler 
Melodious  Warbler 
Barred  Warbler 
Yellow-browed  Warbler 
Firecrest 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

Golden  Oriole 

Chough 

Raven 

Serin 

Scarlet  Rosefinch 
Cirl  Bunting 
Ortolan  Bunting 
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Local  Reports 

The  following  local  society  and  club  reports  for  1984  have  been  received,  and  those 
readers  requiring  more  detailed  information  on  the  areas  concerned  should  consult  these. 

V.C.  61:  Filey  Brigg  Ornithological  Group 
Spurn  Bird  Observatory 
V.C.  61,  62  and  64:  York  Ornithological  Club 
V.C.  63:  Barnsley  and  District  Bird  Study  Group 

Doncaster  and  District  Ornithological  Society 
Halifax  Scientific  Society 
Huddersfield  Birdwatchers’  Club 
Wakefield  Naturalists’  Society 
V.C.  64:  Bradford  Naturalists’  Society 

Castle  ford  and  District  Naturalists’  Society 
Craven  Naturalists’  and  Scientific  Association 
Fairburn  Ings  Nature  Reserve 
Harrogate  and  District  Naturalists’  Society 
Leeds  Birdwatchers’  Club 
Upper  Wharfedale  Field  Society 
Wharfedale  Naturalists’  Society 

Reports  were  also  received  from  Mickletown  Ings,  Settle  and  Thrybergh,  and  classified 
lists  were  received  from  Bempton  Cliffs,  Blacktoft  Sands,  Broomfleet  Ponds,  Burstwick 
Pits,  Cherry  Cobb  and  Stone  Creek,  Flamborough  Ornithological  Group,  Hornsea  Mere 
Reserve,  Saltend  and  Hull  Docks,  Sunk  Island  Battery  and  Wintersett  Reservoir. 
Numbers  16  and  17  of  The  Lapwing,  the  journal  of  the  Doncaster  and  District 
Ornithological  Society  have  been  received,  and  the  former  contains  ‘A  Study  of  Southfield 
Reservoirs,  Part  3:  The  Avifauna’. 

An  ornithological  report  on  Blackmoorfoot  Reservoir  1974-84  updates  an  earlier 
publication  covering  the  years  1959-73. 

Birds  of  the  Sheffield  Area  is  a comprehensive  ornithological  record  mainly  concen- 
trating on  the  years  1960-84,  and  includes  a very  valuable  breeding  birds  project  covering 
the  years  1975-80. 
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The  Vice-Counties 

The  Reports  Committee  consider  that  an  explanation  of  the  origin  of  the  vice-county 
system  used  by  the  YNU  Ornithological  Section  for  recording  purposes  would  be  of  value 
to  contributors  to  the  annual  reports. 

The  Watsonian  vice-county  system  dates  from  1852  when  Hewett  Cotterell  Watson,  a 
noted  English  amateur  botanist,  at  the  end  of  the  third  volume  of  his  Cybele  Britannica 
gave  a list  of  38  sub-provinces  and  112  vice-counties  into  which  he  proposed  to  divide  the 
British  Isles.  The  object  of  the  vice-county  system  was  to  provide  a set  of  unit  areas  more 
equal  in  dimensions  than  the  counties,  whose  inequality  in  size  was  most  inconvenient  for 
botanical  recording.  The  principle  of  his  scheme  was  to  divide  the  larger  counties  into  two 
or  more  vice-counties,  and  to  merge  the  smallest  counties  into  larger  neighbours.  This 
compromise  achieved  areas  of  roughly  equal  biological  importance,  without  sacrificing  the 
county  system  absolutely.  Yorkshire  was  divided  into  five  vice-counties. 

Outline  maps  for  each  of  the  Yorkshire  vice-counties  are  included  below,  and  these  also 
illustrate  the  effects  of  the  political  boundary  changes  of  1974.  Four  new  counties  were 
created.  North,  West  and  South  Yorkshire  and  Humberside,  and  in  addition  five  separate 
areas  on  the  western  and  northern  boundaries  of  the  old  county,  each  became  a part  of 
adjacent  new  counties.  The  latter  change  has  led  to  the  gradual  loss  of  records  for  those 
areas,  which  by  agreement  are  now  covered  by  neighbouring  organizations. 

From  1945  the  YNU  Ornithological  Section  had  used  the  Ridings  as  the  basis  for 
recording  areas,  but  in  1960  adopted  the  vice-county  system  and  appointed  a recorder  for 
each  of  the  five  areas. 

Vice-County  61  comprises  the  old  East  Riding,  being  bounded  on  the  south  and  west  by 
the  Rivers  Humber  and  Ouse,  and  on  the  north  by  the  A166  from  York  to  Stamford 
Bridge,  and  then  the  River  Derwent  and  River  Hertford  to  the  coast  just  north  of  Filey. 
Much  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  the  northern  part  of  Humberside,  and  the  remainder  is 
in  North  Yorkshire. 

Vice-County  62  has  V.C.  61  on  its  southern  boundary,  and  on  the  west  in  the  Vale  of 
York  the  boundary  follows  the  Rivers  Swale  and  Wiske  to  the  southernmost  point  of  the 
Durham  boundary  east  of  Beverley  Wood.  The  whole  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  North 
Yorkshire,  apart  from  an  area  in  the  north  around  Middlesbrough,  Guisborough  and 
Saltburn  which  is  now  in  Cleveland.  The  latter  is  in  the  recording  area  of  the  Teesmouth 
Bird  Club,  and  records  from  there  were  last  included  in  the  1973  report. 

Vice-County  63  is  separated  from  V.C.  64  to  the  north  by  the  Leeds  and  Liverpool 
canal,  west  of  Leeds,  and  the  River  Aire  east  of  Leeds.  The  whole  of  South  Yorkshire;  the 
southern  three-quarters  of  West  Yorkshire,  and  parts  of  Humberside  and  North 
Yorkshire  are  within  its  boundaries.  A small  area  west  of  Huddersfield  is  now  in  Greater 
Manchester,  and  records  from  there  have  not  been  included  since  1974. 

Vice-County  64  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  former  boundary  between  the  North  and 
West  Ridings.  This  was  basically  the  watershed  between  the  Rivers  Nidd  and  Wharfe  to 
the  south,  and  the  River  Ure  to  the  north,  the  boundary  being  deflected  at  its  western  end 
so  as  to  pass  over  Whernside  to  the  south-eastern  angle  of  Westmorland.  The  area 
including  Barnoldswick,  Gisburn  and  eastern  parts  of  the  Forest  of  Rowland  is  now  in 
Lancashire  and  records  for  this  area  last  appeared  in  the  1981  report. 

Vice-County  65  has  the  old  county  boundary  to  the  north  and  west,  and  the  other 
boundaries  are  described  above.  The  area  around  Dentdale  and  Sedbergh  is  now  part  of 
Cumbria,  and  that  of  Upper  Teesdale  is  now  part  of  Durham,  and  records  for  these  areas 
last  appeared  in  the  1980  report. 

The  Reports  Committee  are  indebted  to  Colin  S.  Shields  for  preparing  the  vice-county 
maps. 
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V.C.  64  Mid  West  Yorkshire 


List  of  contributors  whose  initials  appear  in  the  classified  list  (with  apologies  for  any 
omissions).  The  co-operation  of  these  observers  and  many  others  who  submitted  records 
to  their  local  societies,  is  very  much  appreciated. 

N.  W.  Addey;  G.  E.  Alderson;  K.  J.  Allison;  A.  M.  Allport;  C.  E.  Andrassey;  N. 
Antcliff;  R.  H.  Appleby;  B.  Armitage;  J.  S.  Armitage;  Miss  J.  E.  Atkinson;  J.  Ayre;  D.  J. 
Bacon;  S.  Bacon;  R.  Baker;  T.  J.  Barker;  M.  Barrett;  D.  Beaumont;  J.  Beaumont;  J. 
Bell;  M.  V.  Bell;  N.  A.  Bell;  P.  D.  Bell;  G.  R.  Bennett;  A.  W.  Benton;  M.  Betts;  C. 
Bielby;  C.  Biltcliffe;  E.  B.  Blake;  A.  G.  Blunt;  A.  Botterill;  P.  K,  Bowman;  S.  Boyes; 
J.  D.  H.  Brown;  H.  O.  Bunce;  A.  W.  Butler;  T.  Cantwell;  P.  J.  Carlton;  G.  Carr;  D. 
Carroll;  N.  Carter;  G.  P.  Catley;  A.  Cawthrow;  W.  A.  Clarke;  K.  Clarkson;  T.  M.  Clegg; 
A.  Clements;  E.  W.  Clubley;  S.  Cochrane;  B.  Cockerill;  J.  R.  Coleman;  M.  Cooper;  B. 
Copley;  P.  Coupland;  M.  Coverdale;  D.  Crawshaw;  M.  Crosby;  J.  Cudworth;  W.  F. 
Curtis;  D.  B.  Cutts;  J.  E.  Dale;  J.  M.  Dale;  S.  Denny;  M.  L.  Denton;  A.  B.  Devitt;  T.  E. 
Dixon;  T.  Dolan;  G.  B.  Donald;  P.  J.  Dunn;  T.  A.  Ede;  J.  M.  England;  R.  Evison;  Mrs  S. 
Evison;  B.  Fendley;  K.  Fenton;  B.  Fewster;  G.  T.  Foggitt;  G.  W.  Follows;  I.  Forsyth; 
D.  I.  Fotherby;  M.  Francis;  A.  Gillyon;  J.  Glaves;  J.  Glendinning;  D.  Gosney;  Miss  G. 
Grainger;  V.  Grantham;  K.  M.  Gregory;  A.  Grieve;  K.  M.  Griffin;  J.  Harriman;  A.  G. 
Hall;  P.  Harrison;  R.  C.  Hart;  D.  Herringshaw;  J.  Hewitt;  J.  Higgins;  P.  Hill;  C.  M. 
Hind;  D.  G.  Hobson;  T.  L.  Hobson;  S.  H.  Holloway;  G.  Holmes;  P.  A.  Hopper;  R.  N. 
Hopper;  J.  Hornbuckle;  S.  Howat;  W.  Hurst;  D.  Hursthouse;  P.  Hutchinson;  R.  A. 
Innes;  C.  Jacklin;  E.  Jackson;  S.  L.  James;  A.  A.  Johnson;  D.  A.  Johnson;  J.  Johnson; 
R.  L.  Kaye;  M.  Kilburn;  T.  Kilburn;  J.  Kirby;  Miss  M.  Kirby;  P.  Kirk;  T.  Kuechel;  E. 
Kwater;  D.  Lamb;  R.  P.  Lambe;  J.  C.  Lamplough;  P.  A.  Lassey;  E.  P.  Latham;  J.  Law; 
J.  H.  Lawton;  J,  B.  Leason;  P.  Leonard;  M.  Limbert;  S.  M.  Lister;  V.  A.  Lister;  J.  Lunn; 
R.  Lyon;  Miss  E.  P.  J.  Macausland;  M.  J.  Macdonald;  J.  Mcloughlin;  D.  Manchester; 
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